


During block three, Understanding Literature, I researched The Rime of the Ancient Mariner a Poem by Samuel Coleridge Taylor. 
[bookmark: _Int_hfMc0QkD]I used and plethora of diverse sources, ranging from poetry websites to my own annotations of the original text. Most of my research was done on a variety of poetry websites where I investigated the history and influences of Samuel Coleridge Taylor. My favourite aspect of this research was delving into the history of 19th century England and both the social and political climate at the time, as well as the story of privateers that inspired this poem. The part of the research I least enjoyed was analysing the poem itself, I have discovered that 19th century poetry might not be for me, not to say that I do not like 18th and 19th literature as I am a huge fan of Charlse Dickings as well as William Shakespeare. I believe it is in the way that the poem is formatted, or the lack of relatable characters, beautifully written stories, and clear moral messages. A poem is something intended to be deciphered and reread, and something that can be interpreted in many ways. I believe the biggest challenge I faced is that I struggled to truly immerse myself into any of the literature that we were given, again not that it was bad literature in any way, rather that I as an individual did not enjoy the literature we were given. As previously mentioned, my literary tastes lay more towards narrative storytelling than poetry. I did however find all the lectures very fun and informative; I enjoyed learning about the history of literature and the historic rout of words as well as the discussions we had about philosophy and our opinions of different pieces of literature. I believe that the lesson I have learnt from this module is that even if I struggle to engage with a particular piece of literature, or academic weighting in any format, that I must do my utmost to attempt to, if not enjoy, then at least take in the weighting.

