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Introduction 

This report will be used to explore both the positive and negative effects of blended learning. Blended learning, also sometimes referred to as hybrid learning, is an approach to education that makes use of both online education along with traditional learning methods (in a classroom). Even though this method isn’t exactly traditional it still requires the physical or presence of the teacher and students. Some elements can be controlled by students such as the place in which they learn and the pace that they go at. 

Positive and negative effects of blended learning 

Positive effects-

First off this report will explore the positive effects of blended learning so some of its benefits can be clearly identified. 

Blended is much more effective than traditional learning. Once up on a time a teacher may have had to spend a considerable amount of time explaining a concept in the classroom. It could be hard to properly assess the students understanding and engagements using these methods (dry methods). One advantage of blended learning is that it can help teachers to more accurately assess students knowledge as well as teaching concepts more efficiently. 

A second advantage is that it allows students to pace themselves. Blended learning that makes us of things such as apps or measurable programs to teach concepts allows students to learn at their own pace. This ensures that even if students are learning at different rates no student will be left behind in the learning process. All students will be able to tackle new material at a rate which is suitable to them. This allows students to properly take in the material they are studying, reduce stress and increase student satisfaction. 

The third advantage that this report will be exploring is reduced student a sense. Student absence is a very significant challenge within the education system. Combating this has been a big challenge. Once the cycle of student absence starts it is very hard to break and has a huge impact on the progress of the student. Blended learning helps to reduce this, considerably. This is because for example if students are not physically able their classes because of things such as sickness they may still be well enough to liv in an attend it online instead. 

Negative effects- 

This report will now explore the negative effects of blended learning. As much as it is a widely popular method of learning it also had it’s negative aspects as do most things. 

The first negative effect that this report will explore is people who struggle when it comes to technology. If students/teachers struggle when it comes to to using technology this could become a big issue, that disrupted learning. Tech support is not always available so some issues could go unresolved for the duration of a lesson for example. This would result in students falling behind in their learning and leading to the stress that is brought on when you have to rush to catch up on your work. 

Secondly, the incorporation of the advanced technology used in blended learning such as the infrastructure setup and devices can at times be costly. Although this is usually a ons of expense the cost can be quite off putting to some companies because it can be so significant. The bigger the workforce, the more substantial the cost will be. 

Thirdly, in order to achieve the learning objectives of the blending learning program, the content developers would need to use technological tools and resources that are easy to use, reliable and lastly up to date. All of these things are only possible if the participants has a strong internet connection as the interject being of a good quality is essential in ensuring that you have the best possible online learning experience. This is why it must be emphasised that without technological feasibility is this learning method is not at all achievable. Therefore, in the case of technical issues or inadequate accessibility would throw a spanner in the works. 

As blended learning is about technological dependance there is a big limitation in regards to the facilitator and the students. If the students/facilitators are not tech savvy they could be at risk of facing a big barrier when it comes to having problem free interactions. Students who have technological struggles will struggle with things such as accessing course material which is of course an essential part of learning. 

Positive and negative effects of classroom learning 

Positive effects-

The first advantage of classroom learning that this report will touch upon is the fact that it  allows students to build their organisational skills. For example, school starts at the same time everyday and students must everyday that they arrive in a timely fashion. In a classroom students have no choice but to he held accountable for being prepared to do school work. In effect, students are taught how to organise they’d time and resultantly are able to choose what things are the most important. 

The second advantage this report will explore is stimulation. Traditional learning gives you the time of stimulation that you can’t possibly get if you are learning from a computer. The fact that a teacher is physically there in a classroom keeps students stimulated as they are partaking in various interactive activities and then more likely to retain what they learnt from their session. 

Thirdly, the way in which the teacher teaches can be changed in order to cater to different students. For example, classroom activities are usually most helpful to visual learners and interactive learning can be really helpful to auditory learners. In person teachers are able to get a clear understanding of what methods work best for each student. 

Negative effects-

The first negative effect of classroom learning that this report will touch upon is the cost. In order to actually get to the classroom to learn you will of course have to travel. Whether this is by car, train, bus etc. it will have financial implications for the duration of the course. Although these prices can sometimes be discounted because of your student status these costs can still be quite off putting to a potential student who has a limited amount of funds. 

Secondly, large classroom sizes. Classroom size is important, especially for vulnerable and young students. Teachers with fewer students are able better at reteaching more challenging material, monitoring the rate in which they’re students work at and building strong, healthy relationships with their pupils. Pupils that trust and are comfortable around their teachers are more likely to go to them for help if they need extra support with they’re work. 
Thirdly, we this report will be looking at how the way in which class times are scheduled can negatively effect students. Although it is sometimes possible to find classroom learning in the evenings/weekends, this is very rare. Therefore, classroom learning is commonly done in the hours in which people work. While some jobs are flexible with these types of things, others are not. Although, if the course is work related employers will sometimes allow their employees to have the time off. 

Evaluation 

Taking all the given evidence into consideration this report is of the believe that the best type of learning is classroom learning. Traditional classroom learning does have it’s negative aspects as well, as most things do but taking all of these things into consideration classroom teaching still presents as being more effective in regards to monitoring student progress, catering to different students learning styles and making it easier for pupils to engage with their teacher and other students. 

This report identified the fact that it is much easier for teachers to pick up on what material students are getting through more easily as well as what they are finding more challenging. Teachers will also be able to read their students body language which is something that cannot be done online. Body language is a big hint as to whether someone is properly absorbing the information that they are being given as a pose to the body language they would be displaying if they were struggling for example. 

Actually being in class also allows students to directly share their views and clarify things which they may be unsure of, meaning they avoid the down time you may experience when contacting a teaching online and can actually have their question answered right away. 

I believe that these reasons show why that classroom education is the better option (this does not mean that the disadvantages are not being taken into consideration). 

Recommendations 

My first recommendation would be that where possible students should come into class. While online learning does have its benefits if lacks a lot of interaction. Physical interaction is especially important in the learning process as it allows teachers to pick up on the emotions of students for example if they are confused. Picking upon these things could allows teachers to do things such as adjusting their paste, going back over certain topics etc. things like that will not be able to be picked up over a laptop as the student could even be watching a playback version of the lesson and the teacher is more likely to just just a pace to go at which they find suitable. 

My second recommendation would be for mini surveys to be taken at the end of online lessons to see how students found them. Students my be more comfortable directly relaying how they found a class to a teacher rather than speaking up in front of a whole class as doing so can be quite daunting. These little surveys could allow teachers to slightly adjust their teaching style if for example a lot of students give feedback saying that they are struggling with retaining material as this could be in result of not enough time being spent on individual topics. It is important that students are properly absorbing the material they are being taught, any further work they might have to do after this should just be to go back over certain things or expand their knowledge. 

My third recommendation would be to incorporate links to interactive online resources. Adding links to the e learning videos and online resources would most definitely be a great way to make online learning more informative and interactive for pupils. It also allows both time and expenses to be saved as these resources could be created by the lecturers themselves as they are quite simple to make and can definitely be a big help to online learners. A list could even be created using different resources that would be divided into a few different categories, making the information much more accessible to the learners. 

My fourth and final recommendation is more group work, to encourage students to socialise more. Interactions with people are important usually in person you are more able to suss it  if people’s feelings/bond through group tasks. Students could partake in things such as spider web discussions. They could go off and do their on research then come together and collaboratively share their opinions and findings and broaden the class discussion. Whilst conversing one participant could track the flow of the discussion, resulting in a spider web. Students could then go back to this and reflect on their work/discussion. It’s just a great way of giving students a visual representation of a discussion that has taken place in real life, allowing them to think more deeply into perspectives other than their own. 
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