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In groups of 3-4, read the passage
s
, discuss and make notes:
How do these two poems frame the war differently?
What would you 
expect 
these two poems to focus on?
What similarity do you notice between the two passages?
What might this suggest about how different poems might interact with one another?
) (
There was a time when the countless races of men roaming 
constantly
 over the earth
were
 weighing down the deep-breasted earth’s 
expanse
.
Zeus took pity when he saw it, and in his 
complex
 mind he resolved
to
 relieve the all-nurturing earth or mankind’s weight
by
 fanning the flames of the Trojan War,
to
 void the burden through death. So at Troy 
the
 warriors kept being killed, and the will of Zeus was being accomplished.
Cypria
, fragment 1.
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Anger – sing, goddess, the anger of Achilles son of 
Peleus
,
the
 accursed anger, which brought the Greeks endless sufferings
and
 sent the mighty souls of many heroes down to Hades,
leaving
 their bodies as food for the dogs and a feast for the birds,
and
 the will of Zeus was being accomplished.  It all begin when Agamemnon lord of men 
and
 godlike Achilles quarrelled and parted.
Homer, 
Iliad
, 1.1-6.
)
