Visual Studies Task 2 #stayathome

Lockdown response…

What a week it has been, and the inevitable lockdown has happened. No doubt you have been watching the news and the criticism of many people who have been ignoring advice on social distancing and gathering as if it were a bank holiday. Why are people not taking this seriously? Is it perhaps because they don’t believe it? It feels too surreal? Like we are in a movie? Have we lost touch with reality? Thoughts for you…

As artists, you have the power to get a message across in a whole other way. You make people stand up and take note. Visuals, aesthetics…. design is a key communicator. Humour and creative use of humour is also a way of getting attention and whilst I’m sure many of us are enjoying the viral memes and videos circulating social media we are also aware of the serious nature of the message behind this.

Key words and phrases I want you to think about today

Stay at home
Wash your hands
Save lives
Social distancing
2m apart
lockdown
Quarantine

Task:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using your artistic skills, I want you to make a visual response to draw attention to these important messages.  We will share (along with your masks… keep them coming please! I have had a few good ones but not all of you have engaged!) on our foundation social media, an exhibition of your lockdown responses. I also want you to share your artwork online, and hope that it will go viral among your own network to increase awareness and the importance of these restrictions in the fight against the virus. You can approach it through your own discipline, graphics, illustration, photography, video, textiles, 3d, painting, drawing etc.. As I mentioned your response could be humorous or serious, or beautiful and upbeat and positively poetic! As long as it isn’t too close to the bone or inappropriate/insensitive. There is a line, I’m sure you all know where that is! The aim here to hold attention, make others smile, think, laugh out loud, shed a tear. Over to you! Artwork saves lives! Creatives are also saving public sanity during lockdown, keeping us upbeat, there is a need for art now more than ever! Our aim? Getting people to stay at home!
Send me your responses please asap….anna.lewis@uwtsd.ac.uk
Here are some thoughtful, interesting and funny examples I have seen so far just to spark your thoughts, there are a lot of videos I know you will have seen on fb, go for it I think we need more arty responses frankly! ……
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