

Appendices A-Questionnaire (Final Version)
Your Experience with Digital Skills in Teaching
1 Jul 2025 —— 20 Sept 2025
This research is conducted as part of a Doctorate in Education (EdD) programme at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. It aims to explore how media literacy is implemented through the Digital    Competence Framework (DCF) in secondary schools across South Wales.

Consent form
Please tick as appropriate


I confirm that I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet for the above study and have had the opportunity to ask questions. *
O  Yes
[image: ]   No

I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time before submitting the questionnaire. *
[image: ]   Yes
O  No
I understand that no personally identifiable information will be collected. * [image: ]   Yes
O  No

I understand that the data will be anonymised, securely stored, and used for academic purposes only. *
O  Yes
[image: ]   No


I understand that the data will not be published, and no individual or school will be named in any report. *
O  Yes
[image: ]   No

I agree to take part in this research questionnaire. * O  Yes
[image: ]   No

I am willing to be contacted for a follow-up interview (optional) * [image: ]   Yes
O  No
Background Information

Which subject(s) do you primarily teach? *  [image: ]   English / Welsh / Modern Foreign Languages
O  Mathematics / Numeracy
[image: ]   Science (e.g., Biology, Chemistry, Physics)
O  ICT / Computer Science / Digital Skills
[image: ]   Humanities (e.g., Geography, History, Religious Education)
O  Expressive Arts (e.g., Drama, Music, Art & Design)
[image: ]   Health and Well-being / PSE
O  Additional Learning Needs / SEN [image: ]   Other (please specify)
If you selected ‘Other’, please give details:” *
[image: ]

Which Progression Step(s) or age groups do you mainly teach? (Select all that apply)
*
[image: ]   Progression Step 4 (age 11–14) — usually Key Stage 3

[image: ]   Progression Step 5 (age 14–16) — usually Key Stage 4

[image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)

If you ticked “Other” in the last question, please provide details here. Otherwise, you may leave this blank.
[image: ]

How many years have you been teaching in total?
[image: ]   Less than 3 years O  3–5 years
[image: ]   6–10 years
O  More than 10 years


What type of school do you teach in?
[image: ]   English-medium O  Welsh-medium   [image: ]   Bilingual
O  Other (please specify)

If you selected ‘Other’, please give details:” *
[image: ]


Understanding of the DCF

How familiar are you with the Digital Competence Framework (DCF)? *

Very familiar             Quite familiar        Somewhat familiar       Slightly familiar         Not at all familiar

[image: ]



Which of the following training or resources have helped you learn about the DCF?(Select
all that apply) *
[image: ]   In-school training (e.g., INSET days, staff meetings) [image: ]   Local authority training or workshops
[image: ]   Online resources via Hwb

[image: ]   Online webinars or CPD modules

[image: ]   Peer support / sharing with colleagues

[image: ]   Professional networks or communities of practice [image: ]   University or teacher training provider
[image: ]   Self-directed learning (e.g., reading policy documents, online articles)

[image: ]   None of the above

[image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)



If you selected ‘Other’ in the last question, please specify where/how you learned about the DCF.
[image: ]


To what extent do you agree with the statement: “The DCF is important for students’   learning.” *

Strong agree                   Agree                        Neutral                      Disagree              Strongly disagree

[image: ]




Which aims of the DCF do you consider most relevant for your subject(s)? (Select all that
apply) *
[image: ]   Helping students use digital tools safely

[image: ]   Encouraging critical thinking about online information

[image: ]   Supporting responsible online behaviour and communication [image: ]   Understanding rights, licensing and copyright
[image: ]   Producing and sharing digital content [image: ]   Collaborating with others online
[image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)



If you ticked “Other” in the last question, please provide details here. Otherwise, you may leave this blank.
[image: ]

Practical Implementation

Which of the following activities have you used in your classroom in the past year? (Select
all that apply) *
[image: ]   Asking students to check the reliability of online sources [image: ]   Using news or social media as discussion material
[image: ]   Teaching about online privacy and data protection

[image: ]   Discussing legal and ethical use of online content (e.g., copyright)

[image: ]   Supporting students to create and share digital content (e.g., videos, posters)

[image: ]   Helping students collaborate online (e.g., shared docs, Padlet)

[image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)

Please specify your answer if you selected "Other" for last question. Otherwise, you may leave this blank.
[image: ]


How often do you include these activities in your lessons? *
O  Weekly
[image: ]   Monthly
O  Once a term [image: ]   Rarely
O  Neve
What is your main role in planning or delivering these activities?（Select all that apply）
 *   [image: ]   Designer/planner
[image: ]   Facilitator in class

[image: ]   Co-teacher with colleagues

[image: ]   Observer/support role

[image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)


If you select Other in the last question, please give details.
[image: ]


Please describe one example of how you have used the DCF (including media literacy   elements) in your classroom.
(Optional – a short sentence is enough)

Challenges and Support


Which of the following challenges do you face when implementing the DCF and its media-
related aspects? (Select all that apply) *
[image: ]   Limited time in the timetable

[image: ]   Lack of suitable practical resources  [image: ]   Limited CPD/training opportunities
[image: ]   Difficulty assessing students’ digital/media skills [image: ]   Students’ digital competence levels vary greatly
[image: ]   Lack of opportunities to share practice with colleagues [image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)

If you ticked “Other” in the last question, please provide details here. Otherwise, you may leave this blank.
[image: ]


Please describe a specific challenge or difficulty you have faced in practice. (Optional)
[image: ]


Which types of support would help you address these challenges? (Select all that apply) *   [image: ]   More practical lesson examples or templates
[image: ]   More time allocated within lessons

[image: ]   More regular CPD/training

[image: ]   Clearer guidance on DCF expectations

[image: ]   Opportunities to collaborate/share practice with colleagues

[image: ]   Access to expert advice or mentoring

[image: ]   Other (please specify in the next question)


If you ticked “Other” in the last question, please provide details here. Otherwise, you may leave this blank.
[image: ]



Follow-up



Would you be willing to take part in a short follow-up interview to share more ideas? *   [image: ]   Yes
O  No


If yes, please leave your email address:

Final Comments (Optional)



Is there anything else you’d like to share about your experience of using the DCF in your
teaching?
[image: ]






Appendix B – Participant Information and Consent Documents
1. Explanatory Statement

To whom it may concern,
I hope this message finds you well.
I am currently undertaking a Doctorate in Education (EdD) at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. As part of my research, I am exploring how media literacy is implemented through the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) in secondary schools across south Wales.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]I am writing to kindly seek your support in sharing my research with potential participants. I am in the preparatory stage of participant engagement and would like to provide the following documents for your review and feedback:
An Information Sheet and Consent Form for potential participants
A draft outline of the questionnaire themes
These documents are attached to help you assess whether this research may be suitable for your school or network.
Thank you very much for your time and support. If you have any questions or would like to discuss the study further, I would be happy to provide more information.

Warm regards,
Shang Zhao
EdD Candidate, UWTSD
2405657@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


2.Participant Information Sheet
Researchers/contact details:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Shang Zhao 
Doctorate in Education (EdD), University of Wales Trinity Saint David 2405657@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

Research Title
An Investigation on the Implementation of Wales’ Digital Competence Framework (DCF): Teacher Perspectives in Media Literacy Education

Introduction
This research is conducted as part of a Doctorate in Education (EdD) programme at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. It aims to explore how media literacy is implemented through the Digital Competence Framework (DCF) in secondary schools across South Wales.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK12][bookmark: OLE_LINK11]The DCF，now embedded within the Curriculum for Wales (2022), is a cross-curricular statutory requirement that aims to develop learners into critical, informed, and responsible digital citizens. As part of this vision, elements of media literacy—such as evaluating digital content, understanding online behaviour, and engaging ethically—are embedded within the DCF. These competencies are essential for helping young people navigate complex digital environments, engage critically with content, and participate safely online (Livingstone & Helsper, 2007) However, how teachers interpret and implement these aims in practice remains under-researched, particularly in the context of subject-based teaching. As Buckingham (2003) highlights, media literacy is not merely about technical use of digital tools, but also involves the cultivation of critical thinking, evaluative judgement, and ethical understanding in digital spaces.
This study adopts a practice-based approach and investigates how secondary school teachers understand the media literacy components within the DCF, how they apply them in subject teaching, and what challenges or enabling factors shape this implementation. It is hoped that the findings will support evidence-informed recommendations for teacher development and curriculum enhancement.

Participation
You are invited to take part in this small-scale qualitative study by completing an online questionnaire. The questionnaire will take approximately 10 minutes and includes a mix of multiple-choice, Likert-scale, and open-ended questions. You will also be asked if you are willing to be contacted for a potential follow-up interview.
Before you decide if you would like to take part, it is important for you to understand the nature of the study and what your involvement would entail. Please take time to read the following information carefully. If you need clarification or further information, please contact Shang Zhao 2405657@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
Thank you for taking time to read this information sheet.

Do I have to take part?
Participation is entirely voluntary. You may withdraw at any point before submitting the questionnaire. There are no consequences for choosing not to take part.

Why have I been invited?
You are a secondary school teacher currently working in South Wales. Your experiences and perspectives are valuable in helping understand how media literacy is implemented through the DCF.

What are the benefits of taking part?
You may find this an opportunity to reflect on your own teaching practice and contribute to evidence-informed improvements in education policy and practice regarding digital competence.

What will happen to your information?
All responses will remain anonymous. No personally identifying information will be collected. Data will be securely stored in accordance with GDPR regulations and the UWTSD Research Data Management Policy. It will only be used for academic purposes within this doctoral project and will not be published. No individual or school will be named or identifiable in any outputs or written submissions.

Who has ethically approved this research?
The project has been reviewed and approved by the Post Grad Research Ethics Committee at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  It complies with the following frameworks:

- UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
- UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
- British Educational Research Association (BERA) Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, Fifth Edition (2024)
Any comments, questions or complaints about the ethical conduct of this study can be addressed to the Post Grad Research Ethics Committee at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David at: pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk.
What if I have more questions?
If you have any questions or would like further information, please contact:
Shang Zhao （2405657@student.uwtsd.ac.uk）


3.Consent Form
Title of Project:
An Investigation on the Implementation of Wales’ Digital Competence Framework (DCF): Teacher Perspectives in Media Literacy Education

Name of Researcher: Shang Zhao
Please tick as appropriate
Yes ☐   No ☐   I confirm that I have read and understood the Participant Information Sheet for the above study and have had the opportunity to ask questions.
Yes ☐   No ☐   I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw at any time before submitting the questionnaire.
Yes ☐   No ☐   I understand that no personally identifiable information will be collected.
Yes ☐   No ☐   I understand that the data will be anonymised, securely stored, and used for academic purposes only.
Yes ☐   No ☐   I understand that the data will not be published, and no individual or school will be named in any report.
Yes ☐   No ☐   I agree to take part in this research questionnaire.
Yes ☐   No ☐   I am willing to be contacted for a follow-up interview (optional).




Appendix C – Questionnaire Results (Quantitative Data)
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Most common classroom activities related to media literacy

Asking students to check the reliability of online sources
Helping students collaborate online (e.g., shared docs, Padlet)
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Teacher roles in delivery

Observer/support role Co-teacher with colleagues
Other (please specify in the next question)

Designer/planner

Facilitator in class
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Challenges in implementing DCF/media literacy

Difficulty assessing students' digital/media skills
Other (please specify in the next question)

Lack of opportunities to share practice with colleagues

Students’ digital competence levels vary greatly

Limited time in the timetable

Limited CPD/training opportunities

Lack of suitable practical resources
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Progression steps / age groups taught

Other (please specify in the next question)
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Progression Step 4 (age 11-14) — usually Key Stage 3 Progression Step 5 (aga 14-16) — usually Key Stage 4
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Support needed to embed media literacy

More practical lesson examples or templates

More time allocated within lessons,
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