Abstract
The purpose of this research is to review the available ancient literary, archaeological, and epigraphic evidence in order to understand Philip's actions around creating the Macedonian state. This dissertation argues that Philip's military reforms revolutionised the Macedonian army, and were the key to his successes, both in his military and political exploits.
Many have heard of Alexander the Great, and his accomplishments are renowned. Therefore, it is not surprising that his father before him had set a precedent of exemplary distinction. Unfortunately, due to acclaimed successes of the son often the accomplishments of the father, Philip II of Macedon are eclipsed and are overlooked. 
On his ascension to the Macedonian throne in 359BCE, Philip inherited a country on the brink of collapse. It was weakened by external powers and by intense internal turmoil, as multiple claimants to the throne were being supported by foreign powers. Within a span of twenty-three years, Philip completely transformed a divided Macedonia from a society on the verge of collapse into a thriving military nation-state (Worthington, 2014). Having secured Macedonia’s borders, Philip developed, trade, mining, and agriculture (Gabriel, 2010). During his reign Philip revolutionised warfare in the Greek world and created the most effective army that the Western world had seen (Gabriel, 2010). By the end of his reign, Philip had extended his inherited lands, to now encompass most of the Balkans; and had overwhelmed the Greek city-states bringing them together as a unified Greece for the first time (Gabriel, 2010).
Very little is written about Philip in ancient sources that have survived to the present day; most of what is left are fragments quoted from later authors. Many of the ancient authors spent more time focusing on the deeds of Alexander (Hammond and Griffith,1979; Worthington, 2010). The remaining ancient sources display a general focus on the character flaws of Philip, and his imperialism. Much of the available information concerning Philip comes from writers such as Diodorus Siculus, who wrote in the first century BC (Worthington, 2010), and whose main work is not focused entirely on Philip. More contemporary sources are Demosthenes and Aeschines, both of whom were Athenian and alive during the lifetime of Philip. However, due to their Athenian loyalties it is important to be aware that these works contain frequent personal opinions, making them inherently biased. 
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