Summary of Essential skills for a concept artist

[image: DCU in 2011: Exclusive Batman: Arkham City concept art | DC] 
(Concept art of Gotham City [1] for Batman Arkham City, 2011).
What does a concept artist do?
Using a form of creative brief (script, rough sketch, verbal idea), a concept artist must create visual representations of the brief given. Designing anything and everything such as characters, environments, scenery, and the list goes on. As this is the start of development the designs are you usually simple but pave the way for further development of the project [2].
4 Essential skills that concept artists use daily
Communication skills:
Effective communication skills help an artist show off their concept by explaining the artistic choices used for the design [3].
Teamwork:
Like other jobs, teamwork requires you to work effectively and efficiently with others (coworkers, clients, employment) [3]. This ties in with communication where using feedback from your fellow colleagues can improve/help with a design and vice versa.
Time management skills:
“You can bitch and moan about studios, but as an individual you need to take responsibility for how you work” -Allan Mckay [4]. Time management is key for meeting deadlines and avoiding burnout.
Initiative:
Initiative is shown by answering questions without further instruction [3]. In the case of a concept artist, this would be creating a clients idea using just the original script provided.
Focusing on developing these skills can help make a concept artist, become a great concept artist.
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