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This assignment will cover how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing while using a crime as an example. It will outline key ideas of classical criminological theories and discuss how this helps us understand crime. It will also include the evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence-based policing.

Evidence-based policing is an approach created by Lawrence Sherman in 1998, that helps improve policing strategies and fight crime. It is focused on finding the best way to control crime using research and to see whether it is effective. It also aims to use research to help decision-making and policy-making decisions (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p. 150). It is used to use the best available evidence and to review, challenge and inform policies, practices, and decisions.

[bookmark: _Int_e7XT7vvp]Classical criminology was created by Cesare Beccaria, 1738 –1794, and Jeremy Bentham, 1748-1832 in the 18th century. Law and politics (Enotes, 2023). This theory views crime as a free-will decision, that people can make a criminal choice willingly. It applies the pain and pleasure theory, where people act in a way that minimizes pain but also tries to maximise pleasure. Classical: pain-pleasure decisions (unodc.org, 2018). (Bradshaw, 2021, p44) states it was suggested that anyone could become a criminal, given the right circumstances at that time, she also said that punishment is required to act as a deterrent to crime. 
[bookmark: _Int_k5lAq0yj]Beccaria’s view of classicism is the basic assumption about the nature of humans and the way they relate to crime and conformity, and how to control crime. Beccaria was known to see humans as free-willed and choice-making (Rosher, 1989, p. 14). Beccaria’s view on punishment was utilitarian, punishment was useful for the purpose of deterring offenders from committing crimes and discouraging others from doing so (Office of justice programs, 1986) This states that Beccaria thought that punishment to deter people away from crime was acceptable. Classical criminology explains that humans behave in a rational manner and that our goal is personal satisfaction and rational self-interest, however, they are the key characteristics that govern our relationship with crime and conformity (Rosher, 1989, p. 14).


[bookmark: _Int_yEhC5DZJ]Rational choice theory is also another classical criminological theory created by Derek Cornish and Ronald Clarke; they argue that criminals make rational decisions before committing a criminal act. They also think their reasoning for committing the act through, even if it is at a low level of thinking, and try to rationalise why they need to act on committing the crime (Bradshaw, 2021, p44). 
Routine activities theory was created by Marcus Felson and Lawrence Cohen in 1979. It states that for a crime to happen, it must have three elements present, these include a motivated offender, a suitable target, and the absence of a suitable guardian. A guardian can be anyone such as parents, teachers, police, or security guard. It could even be an environmental factor such as locks or CCTV (College of Policing, 2023).


All these theories help us understand crime and criminality because it provides us with information on how these theories work and how they are used by other people. It allows us to get a better understanding how why people commit crimes and who is more likely to commit crimes, depending on their situation and circumstances. Classical criminological theories help us know and understand the key principles of crime, these include rationality, where people choose to commit a criminal act, the assumption that people want pleasure but try to avoid pain, using punishment as a deterrent of crime, and the human rights that should be respected (Brown, 2021). 


The mnemonic word CRAVED is the acronym that aids in evidence-based policing because it is a list of words that are known to be more attractive to burglars and robbers. It was created by Clarke in 1999, it stands for concealable, removable, available, valuable, enjoyable, and disposable.
EMMIE is another example to help the police with evidence-based approaches, it is a framework system that can help prevent and fight crime. It stands for effect, mechanism, moderators, implementation, and economic cost. It is used to help the police rate and rank evidence (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p. 153). Effect means the impact on crime, the mechanism is how it works, the moderators are where it works, implementation is how to do it and the economic cost is how much it costs to do.


Another approach to evidence-based policing includes the three Ts. The three Ts stand for targeting, testing, and tracking (Bryant and Bryant, 2021, p. 151). Targeting is where police should apply efficient research to target resources on predictable areas of harm from crime. Testing is where police should choose their high-priority targets, and review and conduct tests of different police methods to help find out what works best to reduce crime. Tracking is where police use research to target their tested practices, this is where they should use internal evidence to track the effects of the practices. This method allows police to find high-risk areas of crime and find a solution to reduce it. It is a good method; however, the weaknesses include that it can be time-consuming, and it can only work with something that’s preventative like a criminal act instead of if someone accidentally got injured. This method still works efficiently.


The models of evidence-based policing include POP, SARA, and HOTSPOT.
[bookmark: _Int_jQkSMb7T]POP was created by Herman Goldstein in 1979, it stands for problem-oriented policing. It was created for police to focus their efforts on dealing with clusters of related incidents instead of isolated incidents. It aided the police in finding ways to stop crime. POP is used to identify a specific problem, thoroughly analyse it to understand the problem, develop a beneficial response, and assess the effects of that response. This method is suggested to have a 33.8% reduction in crime disorder (College of Policing, 2023)


SARA, used by Eck and Spellman in 1987, is also a model for policing that stands for scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. Scanning is to identify the problem, analysis is to find out what the underlying issues that are causing the problem are, the response is the strategy to deal with the problem and assessment is the measurement of the impact upon the problem and to see if there need to be any changes in the response.


HOTSPOT policing is a model where police record crimes and they get put into a system where they can identify the specific areas where crime is mostly happening. A hotspot is a small area where crime occurs often enough that it is predictable (College of Policing, 2023). It is used to find these areas and identify ways to reduce crime in the areas most affected by crime, this could be by adding more streetlights, surveillance like CCTV or security, and police patrolling the streets. All these methods are focused on preventing crime.


What works Centre for crime reduction collects and shares research evidence on crime reduction, it is on the college of policing. It aids in providing access to the best available evidence in the crime reduction toolkit easily, sharing research on the map, turning evidence into practice, and providing tools for evaluating projects and tactics (College of Policing, 2023). This shows that this is another effective method to use to help identify and prevent crime.


Classical criminology is used to understand the reasoning behind the methods of evidence-based policing by focusing on preventing crime and finding ways to reduce the risk of people committing crimes. It states that people want pleasure, but they do not want punishment or pain. This is why police set up surveillance such as CCTV, speed cameras, and body-worn cameras. Locks, security guards, and police patrolling areas are also ways to deter crime because people do not want to get caught and be punished. It is an easier and more efficient way to explain how classical criminology is used to help understand the reasoning of the methods of evidence-based policing.


Classical criminology can be applied to the crime violence by looking at rational choice theory and analysing why they did the crime to identify how they rationalised committing a violent act. Routine activity theory would look at whether they had all three elements to commit violence, a suitable target, an offender, and a lack of a capable guardian.
Evidence-based policing methods like POP would be used to identify the violent related crimes and find the problem as to why it is happening. It would then be analysed to understand the problem and find an effective response to prevent it from happening again. SARA would be used to identify the crime and analyse the underlying issues of why the violent nature is occurring. It would then create a response for a strategy to deal with the violence and assess whether it works and if it is an effective way to do it. HOTSPOT would provide a map of where violent crimes keep occurring and how they would be able to reduce crime in that area and prevent violent crimes. Triple T would be used to apply the best research to get resources on areas predictable of violent crimes. It would find high-priority areas of violence, conduct tests of different police methods, and review them to find out which one works best. Lastly, it would use the research to target their tested areas which they would use evidence to then track the effects of the area. This is how different crimes would use classical criminology and evidence-based policing. Using these methods would be efficient and effective to prevent violence. It would be easy to get the resources and it would help reduce crime, however, it might be time-consuming and costly to do. Adding more CCTV, streetlights, security cameras, and security guards and having police patrol certain areas would increase the prevention of violence. Neighbourhood watch would also be effective because the public would be helping the police and their areas reduce crime and harm.


Rational choice theory is good for policing because it aids in understanding people's behaviors and thoughts. It helps find out why people and society make certain choices based on costs and rewards (Clarke and Cornish, 1986). It also helps understand ‘different’ behaviors. The weaknesses include that rational choice theory does not account for choices that are made from situational factors.
Routine activities theory is also good because it explains that you only need three elements to use this theory and it does not take up too much time to use.
[bookmark: _Int_AzOKPBX4]The three Ts are important, but it can be time consuming. However, it is good because it aids in finding high risk areas of crime. 
POP is good because it focuses on high-risk clusters, the weaknesses include that it is limited in the scanning and analysis method. 
SARA is an effective method because it does not take too much time to use.
The HOTSPOT method is efficient because it identifies the areas which have the most crime. It also identifies ways to reduce crime in those areas. The weaknesses of HOTSPOT are that it relies on computers, so there can be technology failures, there is no checklist to use when in the problem-solving process and there is also a lack of support from other justice agencies (College of Policing, 2018).
CRAVED is efficient because it provides a list of tasks to do to solve the case, the weakness is that it can be time-consuming.
EMMIE is also an effective method to use because it is a rating and ranking system, it also helps the police access evidence easily and more quickly.
Routine activities theory, HOTSPOT, and CRAVED are the most efficient and imperative to use in a case because they have the most effective and better methods.
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