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The timeline of Batty (2005) shows how the safeguarding legislation for the safety and 

wellbeing of the child has been developed. The first Children Act was in force in 1989, 

Legislation has been developed over the years to improve the child’s welfare and wellbeing, 

and up to this time it is still being developed to protect children with new technology and online 

safety (Parliament, 2015/2016). 

The case studies have had a major impact on the development of legislation over the years 

providing strong evidence of the physical, emotional, sexual abuse and neglect the children 

suffered. Agencies did not identify the indicators of abuse, neglect or report concerns, where 

clear evidence suggests that there were several indicators that professionals failed to act upon 

(BBC NEWS, 2005). The children involved in these cases were not given the opportunity to 

express concerns affecting them or have their feelings considered as stated in article 12 of the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (Gov.UK, 2010). 

Littlemore (2003) states the investigation into the Victoria Climbie case provided evidence that 

agencies were not following the current legislation requirements to safeguard children’s 

wellbeing and protection from abuse. Early intervention by the agencies involved could have 

prevented Victoria Climbie’s death (Great Britain: Department of Education, 2015). In 2003 

Lord Laming’s report discovered the police, social services and medical professionals were not 

following procedures to protect Victoria’s health and wellbeing, when on 12 separate occasions 

early identification could have saved Victoria Climbie from suffering and even death (Great 

Britain, Department of Health, 2003). UNCRC (1990) states children have the right to be 

protected from abuse neglect and violence (Gov.UK, 2010).  

 

Following the death of Victoria, in the publishing of Every Child Matters, Lord Laming 

introduced an electronic tracking system for concerns to be documented. The children’s 

director would have clear evidence of concerns of abuse or neglect documented and make 

judgement on an immediate referral and report to the safeguarding board, police department 

and social services (DFH, 2003). 

Developing my research further I discovered not long after the death of Victoria Climbie 

allegations of sexual abuse were made against a teacher, Mr Owens at a comprehensive school 

in Pontypridd, Wales. The children’s commissioner carried out the Clywch inquiry in 2002 and 

the report was published in 2004 containing evidence of allegations made against Mr Owens 

where he would intimidate children to preform scenes of sexual acts and sexual contact. Most 

children followed instructions in fear of losing main parts, others who refused to preform sexual 

acts were dismissed from the class and not given a part during the play (Children’s 

Commissioner for Wales, 2004). The UNCRC states children have the right to develop to their 

full potential (Gov.UK, 2010). It is concerning that a member of staff failed to report suspicious 

behaviour carried out by Mr Owens, who targeted vulnerable children to share rooms whilst 

on nights away associated with school and overnight stays at his home (Children’s 

Commissioner for Wales, 2004). A member of staff informed the head teacher with information 

regarding Mr Owens behaviour, where he failed to report the concerns to the police or social 

services following the procedures and guidelines in the legislation of the Children Act 1989 

(DFE, 2015). Children made allegations against Mr Owens, but their voices were not heard or 

considered. Following the water house report, Lost in Care (Towler, 2008) one of the children’s 

commissioner requirements was to engage with children and young people acknowledging 

their views, opinions, concerns and matters affecting them (Great Britain, Department of 

Health, 2000). 
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The Employment Rights Act 1996 was published to influence professionals and organisations 

to report concerns, the professionals in the school did not follow policies and procedures to 

safeguard children. The teacher had the right to make judgement on the issue being resolved 

by following the whistle blowing policy by informing a prescribed person or organisation with 

the concerns (DFH, 1996; Great Britain, Department for business innovation skills, 2015).  

The policies and procedures documented in the Children Act 1989 suggest individuals need to 

raise concerns to prevent children being at harm from paedophiles working within settings 

(DfE, 2015). Following the death of Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman who were murdered by 

Ian Huntley, who was employed as a care taker in the school that Holly and Jessica attended. 

There was no access to records of his past convictions including assault, grooming and sexual 

abuse towards young people allowing him access into a school environment (Telegraph 

News,2017). Therefore, Sir Michael Bichard was selected to chair the inquiry, to ensure 

procedures were carried out to prevent individuals with criminal offences and paedophiles 

working with children. The Bichard report was published in 2004 where it is compulsory for 

individuals to be criminal record bureau checked to ensure safety in the workplace and to 

safeguard children and young people (DFH, 2004). 

Over the years several children have suffered from abuse and neglect resulting in tragic deaths 

for policies and procedures to be put into place. Although the government have identified and 

made amendments in legislation to improve the quality of life and to safeguard children. The 

case studies suggest the children who suffered from abuse and neglect was carried out by 

parents and carers who are expected to love and care for the child. The research into the case 

studies have provided me with knowledge and understanding that no matter what the 

circumstances or my views and opinions all concerns must be reported and documented to 

build evidence. National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty on Children (2017; 2018) 

suggest professionals should not delay raising concerns on suspicion after a discussion with 

parents or carers and continue to gather evidence of concerns to prioritise the health and 

wellbeing of the child. The Clywch report (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2004) has 

developed my understanding of the right to feedback on the concerns reported to ensure the 

correct procedures are followed to safeguard children.   

During the group presentation I have gained more knowledge and understanding of the roles 

of professionals involved with safeguarding children. The Legislation Every Child Matters was 

introduced shortly after the death of Victoria Climbie, where each child has the right to support. 

The partnership between the multi-agencies are required to work together to provide children 

to be safe, healthy, achieve, to enjoy, to make a positive contribution and achieve economic 

well-being. The legislation of Every Child Matters requires multi-agencies to work together 

effectively, planning and delivering work accordingly to contribute towards safeguarding 

children to prevent the failure of the services from past case study reports being repeated in the 

future (Department for Education and Skills, 2005; Gov.UK, 2010). 

A referral is made to provide early intervention to safeguard children and their health and 

wellbeing. The Common Assessment Framework provides support for practitioners working 

with children to recognise and assess through process to share with others and recording of 

evidence (DFH, 2006: DFH, 2003). 

Parents need to be aware of the referral unless an overall decision suggests the child may be at 

risk of harm. Consent must be obtained from the parents or guardians with a signature of 



EAEE5011  1302447 

3 
 

agreement to be recorded in the agency record according to the Human Rights Law (2013) and 

Data Protection Act (2018). Most children in Wales are on a Child Protection Register because 

of neglect to care and provide for the child and meet their needs (Government, 2010; NSPCC, 

2018). If a child or young person is in danger of abuse and neglect from parents or the 

immediate family, the government is responsible to provide alternative care (Government, 

2010 and DFH, 2000). 

The social worker’s role is to build a relationship with children and young people within care 

to prepare and support the transition from care to living independently. A personal Advisor 

supports the social worker by developing a path way plan to encourage the child or young 

person with guidance of benefits, employment and training to influence the living skills they 

require (DFH, 2000). 

Public Health Wales (2016) suggests most children that have suffered from neglect and abusive 

childhoods develop adverse childhood experiences (ACES). ACES are childhood experiences 

that impact on the child’s health and wellbeing and adulthood. Public Health Wales (2016) 

suggest early intervention in the early years prevents children growing up in an abusive 

atmosphere. Bandura cited in Gray and MacBlain (2015) states children’s behaviour will be 

influenced by negative copying mechanisms adopted from the experiences encountered in 

childhood, impacting on the adult behaviour and most learned behaviours will be repeated on 

their children. Harding (2008) and Roberts (2011) agree where Bronfenbrenner’s theory on the 

Ecological system defines the immediate family influences how the individual will grow and 

develop where neglect can result in impairment to the child’s health and development. 

Early intervention encourages safe and caring environments, promoting healthier and happier 

adults. Early intervention is a priority to safeguard the child’s health and wellbeing to grow 

into healthy, active adults we know children need care, stimulation, stability and love. If 

children’s needs are not met, it can cause significant delay in the children’s health, 

development, wellbeing and educational outcomes (DFH, 2014).  

Rights of Children and Young people (Wales) Measure (2011) states early intervention is 

effective when all professionals make decisions and coordinate with agencies and professionals 

responsively to identify and act upon concerns affecting the health and wellbeing of the child. 

Multi agencies including health, education, police, social care and family support will need to 

share concerns and discuss the indicators of risk to the child.  (DFH, 2011). 

The Welsh Government has funded the Welsh Neglect Project to identify families in need of 

support as early as possible where multiagency professionals can act upon providing support 

and guidance of the services available, where observations can be carried out to ensure the 

family is developing effectively (Welsh Government, 2017). 

The Munro report states all children should be protected from abuse and all professionals are 

responsible to report concerns including Sure Start and Family First to ensure the efficient 

interventions are provided to support the child and family. Every Child Matters have 

maximised opportunities to build services to support the needs of children and young people 

(DFH, 2011). 

The safeguarding module has increased my depth of knowledge and understanding of the 

amendments made in legislation over the years to safeguard children, where all current and 

past legislations relate to the UNCRC. The current policies and procedures have been beneficial 
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to my role and responsibilities as a practitioner working with children. Research has developed 

my knowledge enabling me to make judgments to report concerns to the teacher and head 

teacher. My understanding of the documentation of concerns is important to build evidence on 

the concern, date and who the concerns were reported to. I have gained understanding on the 

right to feedback on the concerns reported and if my concerns have not been dealt with 

appropriately it is my responsibility to report to the safeguarding officer. Overall the 

safeguarding module has influenced my duty and responsibilities to safeguarding children.  
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