Task 01 A 
Essential skills required for academic studies and future employment
1. Essential skills required for academic studies (use at least 2 credible sources that talk about Essential skills required for academic studies) 

Academic study is about so much more than just knowing the content of the course. You have to plan your time, organise your notes and meet deadlines (particularly when you've got several assignments due). The UNSW Academic Skills Toolkit has a range of skills that students can develop including time management, critical thinking, reading, note taking, writing, referencing and reflective writing [1]. Critical thinking in particular will enable me to question the information, compare the evidence and explain my own conclusions rather than just regurgitate facts.
Research skills are also key. The University of Sheffield have a number of tips for students: plan your searches, read critically and take notes, question your sources and use research methods appropriately [2]. Good writing and communication skills are obviously important in terms of presenting my ideas in essays, reports and in class. Independent study, concentration and responding to feedback will all help me to improve when working on my own. All of these together will help me to get the work done more effectively, learn from good sources and take more responsibility for my own progress.

References

[1] UNSW Sydney, "Study success academic skills toolkit". https://www.unsw.edu.au/student/managing-your-studies/academic-skills-support/toolkit
[2] The University of Sheffield, 'Research skills'. https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/study-skills/research




1. Essential skills required for future employment (use at least 2 credible sources which talk about Essential skills required for academic studies (apply IEEE referencing) (150 words) 
For future employment I'll need technical and communication skills. The UK National Careers Service state that software developers need programming knowledge, analytical ability, attention to detail, problem solving and good verbal communication [3]. Problem solving will be key in identifying the root cause of a fault and attention to detail will be important in ensuring that the work is correct. Communication and teamwork will be important in understanding what the client wants and in being able to work as part of a team. The World Economic Forum have identified analytical thinking, resilience, flexibility, creative thinking and technological literacy as some of the key skills that workers will need [4]. This is a clear indication that people will need to be able to adapt as the tools and the nature of the work changes. I will also need to be good at time management, reliable and willing to learn. I can develop these through the projects I do at university, the group work, the feedback I receive and my own personal coding. All of this will help me to get on and deliver work in a responsible manner and to be able to contribute to a team.

[3] National Careers Service, "Software developer". https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/software-developer
[4] World Economic Forum, "Skills outlook", The Future of Jobs Report 2025. https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2025/in-full/3-skills-outlook/





1. Analyze 3-5 current popular AI assistants and briefly document the best use for each. Include several screenshots of 3-5 AI assistants. (200 words) 
I ran the three against each other on four criteria: answers, creative work and code, data analysis and problem solving. ChatGPT is pretty good at explaining things in a step by step fashion and at analysing a spreadsheet that you've uploaded. It can summarise the data and produce charts, though I would still need to check its figures if I was using it for my own coursework [5]. Copilot is useful if you just need a quick answer to a document or if you're looking for help with a Microsoft file. It will take a range of common file types (word, Excel etc) and will be able to summarise the information in them [6]. Gemini is useful for looking at files that you've uploaded and creating a chart from the data in a spreadsheet. It can also be used to help me explore the data in a number of documents [7].

For a novice the best assistant really does depend on the task. I'd use ChatGPT to work through a coding problem or get a handle on a dataset, Copilot to summarise a class document and Gemini to generate a simple chart or research summary. All three can generate ideas and provide explanations but their outputs can be wrong or can miss the point. I'd always go on to check any significant claims against a reliable source and test any generated code before I'd use it. 
	Criteria
	ChatGPT
	Microsoft Copilot
	Google Gemini

	Generating answers
	Explains ideas and answers follow-up questions [5]
	Answers questions about uploaded documents [6]
	Summarises uploaded information [7]

	Creative work, code or diagrams
	Helps brainstorm, draft text and explain code [5]
	Helps work with uploaded Microsoft files [6]
	Helps develop ideas from uploaded files [7]

	Data analysis
	Analyses spreadsheets and can create charts [5]
	Answers questions about uploaded Excel files [6]
	Analyses spreadsheets and can create charts [7]

	Problem-solving
	Useful for step-by-step explanations; check the result
	Useful for finding key points in a document
	Useful for comparing information across files


ChatGPT screenshots: analysis of a small data set.
Screenshot 1: https://prnt.sc/Rf09Uq_sTWFR
Screenshot 2: https://prnt.sc/FkJzSPX74j3y
Microsoft Copilot screenshots: a document summary.
Screenshot 1: https://prnt.sc/pEN5gipj9amE
Screenshot 2: https://prnt.sc/MorUcIcIboZg
Google Gemini screenshots: creating a chart or a research summary.
Screenshot 1: https://prnt.sc/ib8Q5olhEbU5
Screenshot 2: https://prnt.sc/OkqnhKCTP3E_
[5] OpenAI, "ChatGPT capabilities overview", OpenAI Help Centre. https://help.openai.com/en/articles/9260256-chatgpt-capabilities-overview
[6] Microsoft Support, "File upload in Microsoft Copilot". https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365-copilot/file-upload-in-microsoft-copilot.
[7] Google, "Upload and analyse files in Gemini Apps". https://support.google.com/gemini/answer/14903178
1. Find a course on LinkedIn that's about AI assistance. 
One of the courses available on LinkedIn Learning on the subject of AI assistants is 'Copilot Agents: Build Your Own AI Assistant in Copilot and Teams (No Code Required)' [8]. This course looks at Copilot agents and walks you through the process of building and testing a simple agent without any need to code.
[8] LinkedIn Learning, 'Copilot Agents: Build Your Own AI Assistant in Copilot and Teams (No Code Required)' https://www.linkedin.com/learning/copilot-agents-build-your-own-ai-assistant-in-copilot-and-teams-no-code-required-27423245




1. Submit this document to Turnitin and generate the similarity report. Take a screenshot of your similarity report and paste it in here. Please assess your similarity % (200 words) – self-evaluation
Turnitin Feedback Studio screenshot showing the most recent 15% overall similarity score.


My most recent Turnitin report comes in at 15% overall similarity. That's just the overall figure and doesn't in any way constitute a grade. It simply means that the system has identified some text in your submission which matches text in its database of comparison sources. The report will list the matches from various sources and you need to look at the highlighted text in context rather than make any judgement about the whole piece on the basis of the percentage.
I'll go through each highlighted section and compare it with the source it's attributed to. If I'm using someone else's idea I'll make sure there's an IEEE citation next to it and that the full source is in my references. If my phrasing is too close I'll rephrase the concept in my own words and cite it. I'll be clear about any direct quotes. Some of the matches will obviously be due to titles, web addresses or common phrases but I'll check rather than assume.
 For future assignments I'll be recording the source details as I go along, taking notes in my own words and adding the citations as I'm writing. I'll go through the full report before I finally submit it and if in any doubt as to a match I'll ask my tutor.
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