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In this essay I will be discussing the cultural phonimon of ‘purity culture’, and how this can be seen in many aspects of the catholic church. Using the works of Judith butler and her theories to show how this links to gender, sexuality and hyper-femineity. To further this idea of cultural phnoino, I will look at the figure of the virgin Mary and the use of her as a figure of everlasting purity and how this can be implied to the catholic church spsifically. I aim to use other cultures and religions outside of the catholic church to understand the concept of purity in the catholic church from all angles. The idea of ‘purity culture’ is a movement that attempts to promote a biblical view of purity, largely by the disapproval of dating and the idea that sex before marriage is wrong and a sin. using the idol of the virgin Mary to further points on what the church sees as women and how one should act, but also to talk about the way that she shapes the churches views on purity.  I also aim to discuss further issues that are created by the concept ‘purity’, using Judith butlers’ theories to further these points. Largely to discuss that the idea of purity culture is not a stand along issues it is one surrounded by further issues such as the standard of gender norms, sexism and unrealistic role models and ideas of femineity. 
The first section of this paper will examine the works and theories of Judith butler. She is a is an American philosopher and gender theorist whose work has influenced political philosophy, ethics, and the fields of third-wave feminism, queer theory, and literary theory. She speaks on topics surrounding gender and sexuality, I will be using her work on feminism and gender norms. Her more contrivedly view of the idea that no one is born with a gender is something that we learn and perform. Using this idea, I will discuss ow the catholic church has used the idea of purity and the virgin Mary to place idles of what a female should be and how she should act. When talking about an establishment such as the catholic church that has for the most part based its views and actions on that of men from past times, this is when the idea of gender and feminism can be used. one of butlers key teachings is that ‘we are not born with a gender it is something we I continually “perform” (Salih, 2002). Using this idea, we can see how Judith butlers’ ideas can be used to show the concept of purity culture. By using Judith butlers views on gender to show the point of hyper-femineity which is defines as ‘ exaggerated adherence to a stereotype famine gender role’(murnen &byrne, 1991). it is this definition that I will be using when making the argument on the virgin Mary and her impact in the catholic church. I believe that when using butlers idea of gender we can see how this over exaggerated view of one particular gender and the idea of purity is used in the catholic church. 
‘that emphasizes strict gender roles and norms, abstinence, and modesty. The basic teachings differ for males and females in some ways, although the message of “abstinence only” was the same across the board.’ (Purity Culture: The Repercussions & How to Heal, no date) .using this definition we can see what purity culture is an what it means in context to the church. Purity culture is the concept of a women remaining untouched in a sexual manner until she is married, she has saved herself for that man and has not been made dirty and unsure. When looking at purity in the catholic church specifically we must look at not only the churches view on purity but also holy purity and chastity. holy Purity or chastity is the virtue by which we integrate our sexuality within our personhood, directing our sexual faculties in a correct, rational way, respecting its double and inseparable meaning of unity and procreation, inscribed by God. Purity is not just something that is linked to sex for example when taking about chastity, were discussing the idea of positive integration of sexuality within the person. how Sexuality only becomes truly human when it is integrated in a correct way into the relationship of one person to another. Chastity is a moral virtue, a gift of God, a grace, and a fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is more than just sex, it is the idea of self-worth, giving not just your body but your heart and intentions to another person. Purtily is not just reserved for the body but the soul too. “TO DEFEND HIS PURITY, SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROLLED IN THE SNOW, SAINT BENEDICT THREW HIMSELF INTO A THORN BUSH,SAINT BERNARD PLUNGED INTO AN ICY POND… YOU…, WHAT HAVE YOU DONE?” (Erika, 2011)There are mean example of both purity and chastity in the bible, the large majority of them are about women or based on women. The Most common or well know one is that of Mary the mother of Jesus Christ, she is the figure most commonly associated with purity and holiness. The figure of the virgin Mary has privilege of carrying the Son of God upon divine conception, inside her pregnant body. She bore and gave life to Jesus as an infant, raised him throughout his childhood and loved her son until he was a man in his thirties. It is this that when we think of her in the light of purity, we see that this is what god himself wanted and this is the image of a women that the church has taken to as what is right. When talking about the virgin Mary we are looking at the figure that is most commonly related to the ideas of hyper-femineity, the virgin Mary is a repression of a whole plethora of ideas that the church has on what women and femineity should be. It is this idea that act against the women of the real world. Throughout the early chapters of the bible, we do not have a description of what Mary looks like only in the later parts is she given an appearance. It is this that is how we have ended up with the image of Mary that we have, the church has come to think that the virgin Mary is the very image of femineity, with pale skin, lone hair and young, we start to form the image of what a women of faith should be. not only in appearance but also how she acts, she is now the perfect image of how a females should be in appearance and in her godliness. “She is the] highest woman and the noblest gem in Christianity after Christ . . . She is nobility, wisdom, and holiness personified. We can never honour her enough.” (Take the First Step in Faith. You Don’t Have To See the Whole Staircase, Just Take the First Step – Quote Investigator, no date) 
Using Judith butlers’ views on gender, we can see here that this is creating a gender standard for women that is one created by men for men. It is a preconceived image of what women should be and act to match the standard of the men who created it, this is not how a female has to act just how the church thinks she should. The virgin Mary is all the idles that the men who create her image have rolled into one role model, one of holiness, motherly, a virgin, purity, meekness, obedience, submission. in the history of the church there has never been female figure heads, from the pope to the priests in the parish and all those who are in the chain of commanded between them are men. ‘the complete loss of will or of the self in the divine, which legitimates almost all of the women’s and some of the men’s textual production and religious authority, is often explicitly gendered. Not only is the soul usually (although not always) read as feminine in relationship to a male divinity, but women’s putative passivity and malleability render them particularly apt sites of divine agency on earth.’ (Hollywood, 2004) using this as an idea for a gender idle that is created when talking about Mary and how she is used in the hyperfeminine senses , it is creating an idle that has a huge influence on the ideas that the women in the catholic church form. Not only this but it changes the way that we view what is appropriate, how we view ourself worth and all our views on shame. When looking at someone like Eleanor Heartney who calls Mary “the most powerful of Catholicism’s female role models,” whom devotees recognize as “the embodiment of perfect motherhood, the compassionate intermediary with God…, champion of the oppressed, protector of the church, and worker of miracles,”.(heartney,2003) Further highlighting the magnitude that for young girls, Mary has within the church but intertitular for the women of the church and the daunting scale of having her as a role model. This is not only about the idea of ‘purity culture’ but also the issues that it creates within the church, the gender norms , sexism and unrealistic role models.  The virgin Mary is figure created by men for men , made to fit there dicers , creating a figure to fit the idles they have for a women.  Susan Sered says, “Mary, as the Virgin Mother of God, is essentially inimitable… Mary is an impossible model for Catholic women,” (qtd. in Heartney 6, Sered 18). Forcing women to be griped by “impossible model,” it is this type of Christian patriarchy that has ensured that women earn their perpetual punishments, i.e., institutionalized sexism, the unrealistic standard of purity along with gander roles and a sense of shame . the virgin Mary Is a women that was hand chosen by god himself to bare his child and entrusted to bring him on to this earth. She is the very light that the church sees when talking about a women. She is the vision of what a man wants and women should be . it is this idea that creates not only a formed gender but a very clear view of what one should be and how one of such a gender should act, this is the very opposite to what Judith butler talks about. 
Purity is a concept that can be seen in many different aspects of many different cultures around the world. Weather it is the double standard that has been created in the society we live in, for men and women and the views towards them about sex. Or how the church views an ‘unpure’ women. They are ideas that stem from the concept of gender, and how this idea is viewed and approached. Weather it is Judith butler and the idea that we are not born wit a gender and we are neither male or female and we are simply performing a gender. Or it is the options that is we are born with a gender. The idea f purity is one that stems from the ideas gender, and how they are viewed. The intuition of the catholic church has very set ideas on gender and on purity and they work hand in hand along with the consequence of this. 
In conclusion, the catholic church and the idea of purity culture’ is not a stand-alone idea. This is one that draws upon the many different issues of gender and sexuality and how they work when in conjunction with religion. Using the theorist Judith butler to gain a better understanding of what gender is but also what means and ‘we are not born with a gender it is something we continually “perform”. Using this idea I think that it is what we are thought and lead to believe that shapes how we view gender, but also how someone of that particular gender should act and perform to fit that role. It is this concept that helps us to understand how the church uses the concept of purity and shame to mould what they believe a women would be. Through the use of the religion its self and idles should as the virgin Mary the church has the ability to shape and shame young women into the idea of what a female should be. The use of the virgin Mary is one that is created by men for men . one that is the perfect image of purity, meekness and femineity. Using this idea of the virgin Mary and shame along with the idea of sexual purity they have created a system that concepts of purity. One that is based n shame and fear, one that makes young women all-over the world feel dirty and unwanted if they are not pure. ,the uses of the virgin Mary is a tool of sexual oppression, but also empowering. A role model in the eyes of the church. Tertullian (155-245) – “You are the devil’s gateway: you are the unsealed of that (forbidden) tree: you are the first deserter of the divine law” the idea of purity is not just a concept of its own that is surrounded in many different things. 
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