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Introduction 

Tourism in Wales is continuously growing but due to the Corona Virus outbreak at the start of 2020, the entire industry has been affected by the pandemic.  Tourists’ holidays have been cancelled and the economy is decreasing, forcing some employees to be made redundant.  However, in the past with no Corona Virus present, Wales was (and still is) a beautiful place to visit for tourists because of the natural scenery and wonderful coastlines that it offers to everybody.  
A few examples of areas in Wales that tourists love to visit is Snowdonia National Park, the Brecon Beacons and Pembrokeshire.  Tenby, Heatherton and Oakwood Theme Park would be the main places that tourists would like to visit when they visit Pembrokeshire.  Currently, in the city of Swansea there is an arena being built which has a capacity of 3,000 with a gold-coloured bridge leading to it from a brand-new hotel that is also being built that goes with it.  This will attract tourists from all around the world once this is built and once the pandemic is no longer present globally.  An attraction called Zip World in North Wales also attracts tourists as it has the longest zip-wire in Europe and is the fastest in the world.  As well as having the zip-wire, Zip World also has an attraction called Bounce Below which is suitable for children.  

COVID-19 has affected the entire world and causing unfortunately, many deaths including in Wales, which has seen over 2500 deaths in total. (gov.wales) Everywhere in Wales has suffered unemployment and loss in jobs due to the lack of money and customers with different lockdowns that we have all experienced and online learning was introduced students and children so their parents might not be able to go to work as they would have to look after the younger ones.  Travel has been halted and flights into Wales’ busiest airport (Cardiff) have been put to the minimum meaning there are not half as many flights departing and arriving at Cardiff as there were before COVID-19.  Redundancy is a massive issue in Wales that has occurred throughout the presence of the Corona Virus.  

North, South and West Wales are all completely different places, but each has a lot and something different to offer tourists whenever they visit, either locally or worldwide.  Firstly, one of the main attractions would be Snowdonia National Park, North Wales.    Snowdonia is a mountainous region in north-western Wales and a national park of 823 square miles in area. It was the first to be designated of the three national parks in Wales, in 1951. (the other national parks being Brecon Beacons and Pembrokeshire Coast) This location is great for anybody who wants to hike up the mountain and witness some incredible views, especially at sunrise or sunset.  Wales as a nation is full of castles, but the main two castles in North Wales would be Conwy Castle and Caernarfon Castle.  Both being built in the same year – 1283, these castles are historic landmarks and is a fantastic tourist attraction to be able to experience castles that have been built well over 700 years ago.  There are many seaside resorts throughout Wales and the UK, but North Wales has a beautiful seaside resort in Llandudno.  Llandudno is one of the most popular seaside resorts in the whole of the country with its colourful houses, promenade and its two sandy beaches, both located on either side of the town.  One last attraction in this part of the country would be the Porthmadog Welsh Highland Railways.  Built in 1836 to transport slate, today offers visitors to explore the beautiful area and scenery on a narrow railway which stretches to more than 64k.  (planetware)

South Wales is filled with tourist attractions and is also where the Welsh capital city is located.  As mentioned for North Wales, the capital city, Cardiff, has a castle called Cardiff Castle and is very popular amongst tourists.  This castle was built 1,965 years ago and is one of the most visited tourist attractions in the entire country.  Throughout the year of 2019, 87.3M tourists visited Wales, however that was a decrease of approximately 8.8% as in 2018 there were 95.7M tourists that visited Wales. (Google) Also in 2019, tourists that visited Wales spent £515 million, meaning that there was an 18.3% increase than the previous year of 2018. (gov.wales) 

Brecon Beacons, which is a National Park, is in Powys and is a great day out for everybody of all ages.  Brecon Beacons includes South Wales’ highest mountain called Pen-Y-Fan of which the elevation is approximately 886m.  People often decide to hike up early in the morning to watch the sunrise when they reach the highest point of Pen Y Fan and get some fantastic views.  It is estimated that 4.15 million visitors come to the Brecon Beacons each year who normally spend around £238. (beacons-npa) Also in the Brecon Beacons is a waterfall called Henryd Falls and are 90 feet high, making it the highest waterfall in Wales. (planetware.com) This stunning scenery would attract many visitors every single year and after the Corona Virus Pandemic has come to an end, Brecon should see an increase in tourists again.  Another natural attraction in South Wales would be an attraction called Dan Yr Ogof – a National Showcaves Centre which includes 3 caves that visitors can explore and learn about the history of the 3 caves.  Located in the upper part of the Tawe Valley, Dan yr Ogof is full of stalagmites and stalactites, as well as many magnificent passages and chambers. All told, the cave network stretches over 10 miles, with some of the most accessible areas floodlit. (planetware.com) The three caves included are named Dan Yr Ogof, Cathedral Cave and finally Bone Cave.  Discovered in 1912, one of the caves (Cathedral Cave) is now often used to hold weddings with the beautiful historic scenery that would be around them.  Bone Cave gets its name as 42 human skeletons were discovered which dates to the Bronze Age which is over 3000 years ago.  

Finally, West Wales is very coastal and has so much to offer.  It is home to Britain’s only coastal national park called Pembrokeshire National Park.  This national park was established in 1952 and approximately covers an area of 629 square kilometres.  Pembrokeshire serves as an excellent base from which to explore the scenic southwest coast of Wales. This long stretch of rugged shoreline is widely considered to be one of the most attractive coastlines in all of Britain. (planetware.com) Next up is St. David’s Cathedral, located in the smallest city in Britain.  This Cathedral started being built in 1181 and was finally finished in the mid-13th century and is a great attraction for visitors to actually visit the UK’S smallest city as well with lots of different shops scattered about close to the Cathedral.  If visitors decided that they wanted to visit, guided tours for the cathedral are offered and are free of charge for everybody.  One of the main reasons why tourists visit West Wales is to go to Tenby.  Tenby is a sensational seaside town with so much colour and scenery to look at and experience.  It lies on a rocky peninsula on the western end of Camarthen Bay and is described as “so restful, so colourful and so unspoiled” because of its beautiful, picturesque harbour surrounded by the very attractive colourful houses.  Nearby to Tenby is an attraction called Oakwood Theme Park which is mainly for the younger generation to enjoy for a day out on the rides and rollercoasters.  Oakwood is Wales’ only theme park and offers some fantastic rides for children to have fun on.  Obviously with COVID-19 the theme park was affected and had to close for a certain amount of time.  Some rides were closed due to not being able to socially distance and the revenue was not coming in so that was not good news for Oakwood and for most other attractions in that matter as well.  Another attraction like Oakwood is Heatherton World of Activities and again is very suitable for younger children.  Heatherton includes activities such as go-karting, mazes and golf in which the visitors would all enjoy as a day out.  

In conclusion to this assignment about Wales, it is believed that after the Coronavirus Pandemic has gone then the tourism and leisure provision in the country will start to increase massively again and everything will get back on track, with money coming pouring in from what is being spent by tourists on accommodation, attractions and food for example and the economy being able to go back to how it was previously.  However, of course COVID-19 will not disappear any time soon, but with the news about a vaccine in the UK being approved then there is every possibility that Wales will be back up and running in no time at all.  The global Pandemic has affected so many things in Wales, mainly with people no longer travelling abroad.  However, when it was possible to travel within the UK, many people opted for a ‘staycation’, and Wales was an area that did benefit from people holidaying in the UK, but nevertheless before long Wales will be a country that will defeat the virus and normality will resume again that we have all missed greatly.  
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