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[bookmark: _Toc37789438]Research Title:
Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)  Moodle   on Students’ Learning  Experience  in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus 
[bookmark: _Toc37789439]1) Introduction:
The growth of Virtual Learning Environments or the learning management systems could be seen from early 2000’s when various universities across UK started to adopt the learning management systems. The  usage  of  virtual learning management system grew by almost 900% in last 2 decades with the growth of digital technologies and increased use of internet. VLE indeed  helps  in presenting the resources,  provides various activities and  facilitates interactions with course  instructors. The virtual learning environment systems integrate various learning tools which are indeed designed for enhancing the learning process and  the learning experience. Some of the best known VLE software is Moodle, Google Classroom, Blackboard, schoology etc. It is important to mention that these virtual learning environment systems does integrate various technologies which are aimed at enhacing the learning expeircne and provide resources which are integrated with the latest technologies. 

[bookmark: _Toc37789440]2) Background of the study  or Literature Review
Moodle as a Virtual Learning Environment and its benefits:
Teaching and Learning base are following a paradigm shift. Techniques are discovered and invented to find out how this teaching-learning platform base can be broadened and how benefits can reach more number of students at the same time. Moodle is one such platform or can be explained as a Teaching Room. The term MOODLE can be expanded as Modular Object Oriented dynamic Learning Environment. It is a platform that serves as an online learning base for the students and as a Learning management System for the educational Institutions conducting online courses (Hampel and Pleines, 2013).
 This can be used to cover up the entire course of a subject curriculum through an electronic learning mode. Any educational institution can go about on installing Moodle as it is free to download. It only requires to be installed and to be hosted. A Moodle needs to be updated with each and every up gradation of its version as in that case it can provide the latest facilities required by both students and teachers in virtual platform.
Moodle has got several beneficial advantages. As per the Research conducted by Brandon Hall group in the year 2016, the companies want an application that would serve a user friendly interface.  Moodle’s   interface is very user  friendly, which is one of the vital criteria for a virtual Learning Management System. Moodle facilitates an easy integration of subjects with various other related concepts. This makes the student’s learning  much easier and simpler. It can even manage payment processing, customer relationship and other aspects as well. Moodle allows a teacher to upload any videos, documents or any presentation in the way of the journey of the learning. Moreover, this application can be used in any digital devices such as mobile phone, tab, laptop and it can even be connected with the television. The training session can be recorded and it can be used by the students for further learning process by repeating, rewinding and pausing. The assessment features are well in built for the students to check their progress as well.
Impact of Virtual Learning Environment-Moodle on Student Learning Experience:
As per the findings of Kumar, Gankotiya and Dutta (2011), Moodle eliminated all the challenges posed by an online learning platform and its overall management. It has emerged as important learning tools which are used by several educational institutions of various subjects. Colleges of the different fields such as Engineering, Human resource and Staff Development, Law, Economics, Environmental Studies Research, Earthquake Monitoring etc. are already using Moodle successfully without any sort of technical difficulties.
Though the teachers work in digital media gets little bit increased such as uploading presentation, preparation of screen sharing materials, having  proper  technical knowledge, etc. but it is one time in the whole process. Once the teachers also get used to it, they can guide the students very well thereby leading the whole process towards huge success.
According to the findings of Chavan and Pavri (2014), the slow learners can also get benefit from Moodle since they can repeat the teaching learning session for a several time to get into it. This can also help the special children or the disabled children who can use a specific audio tape or a video tape for a particular learning session. The assessment and testing of the students can go about in a perfect way in this particular application. The reviews are accurate and it is an unbiased source of verifying a student’s progress. The students can also understand where they actually stand in terms of their progress and achieving their educational goals (Hampel,. and Pleines, 2013). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moodle comes with constant delivery and feedback. It is a tremendous organized learning experience that provides opportunities for blended learning approaches. The students can learn in mass in one session and they can have a discussion of the session in the Moodle platform. Thus, Moodle provides a very systematic and flexible learning platform for the students where any course material, any subject, any grades, any kind or form of teaching methodologies can be used to ensure that students get a perfect learning experience without any obstruction and barrier (Webster, 2016). It can even replace the classroom learning procedure.
[bookmark: _Toc37789441]3) Aims and Objectives of the Study:
[bookmark: _Toc37789442]3.1) Aims
The main aim of the study is to assess the impact of VLE Moodle on the student learning experience  who are studying in the University of Wales trinity Saint David London Campus. The research would also assess the way Moodle act as a important resources for learning the subject that they are currently pursuing. 
[bookmark: _Toc37789443]3.2) Objectives of the Research 
The various objectives of this research are presented below;
i) To assess the impact of the learning experiences among the students by using VLE Moodle among the students of University of Wales trinity Saint David London Campus
ii) To evaluate the benefits that students does get or they derive from it by using the Virtual Learning Environment such as Moodle.
iii) To identify the easiness of using VLE’s such as Moodle from the perspective of students studying various courses at  University of Wales trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc37789444]4) Method: 
This research has been conducted by using both primary data and secondary data. Primary data are those data which are collected from the population of the research. Secondary data are the data which are collected from other sources such as reputed and reliable journals and from other secondary sources (Rabianski, 2012). This research particularly aims at analyzing the impact of VLE Moodle on the learning experience among the students studying at   University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. So it is important to take the students’ perception and hence a survey was conducted among the students studying at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. It is extremely essential to mention that the survey was conducted among  26 students who are studying at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. Random sampling strategy had been implemented for choosing the samples as it facilitates in random selection of the sample from the population  in an unbiased manner (Gonzalez and Eltinge, 2010). Random sampling technique also helps unbiased selection of sample and hence it embrace equal chance of selection of samples. The criteria of the selection of sample is that the participants must be enrolled students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus.
[bookmark: _Toc37789445]Results: 
The results of the survey which has been conducted among the students studying at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus for assessing the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) Moodle on Students’ Learning Experiences  is given below. The results has of the responses as obtained from the 
1) What is your age group?
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2) Which year of study are you now?
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3) Which course you are attending?
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4) Is this is the first time you are using the  Moodle  Platform?
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5) Have you ever used other Virtual Learning Platform?
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6) How easy do you rate the first access to Moodle?
(1 is the lowest scale and 5 being the highest scale)
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7 ) How often do you use Moodle?
[image: ]

8) Do you find lessons are clearly introduced?
[image: ]

9) Do you find easy to upload your assessments?
[image: ]

10) How likely is it that you would recommend this service to a friend or colleague?
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc37789446]Discussion: 
It could be evident from the survey results which has been obtained from surveying the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus that majority  of the respondents are first time users. But even some of the students who were surveyed are not first time users ; rather they have prior experience in using VLE’s such as Moodle.
It could also evident from the survey responses that majority of the students who have experiences in using Moodle as a platform for Virtual Learning has certainly rated Moodle as very good virtual learning platform even when they used it for the first time. Therefore, it could be easily analyzed from the survey result that Moodle as a platform for virtual learning is easy to use and students from various academic background could use it. This also essentially portray the ease of using this even with very basic computer skills. This essentially differs Moodle from other learning environment which are indeed complex to deal with. Hence, student prefer Moodle for the ease of using this VLE and therefore one can easily enjoy learning by using this particular learning management systems.
As observed from the survey outcome, it is also evident that the  students  feel that it is very interactive and all the lessons are very clearly introduced. So it could be said that students are able to get all the required information very easily by using Moodle. Hence, it could be inferred that Moodle as a learning environment is so comprehensive that this platform could easily portray all the learning resources and also have options for interaction by the tutor in personalized manner as well as when there is need of communicating any special  information to the all the students of a class. 
The survey result also suggest the fact that all the survey participants who are basically students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus use VLE Moodle vey often which ranges from more than 3 times to week. Even some students  also use this for 1 to 3 times a week. It is also observed that Moodle are also used for retrieving essential information when they miss any lecture session. So it could be absolutely inferred that Moodle is used eloquently by the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
On the other hand, it could also be assessed from the survey responses that uploading of assessment on continuous basis is extremely easy as conveyed by majority of the respondent of the survey. But some of the learners still face some difficulties in using Moodle for assessment submission. 
Therefore, in a nutshell it could be analyzed that Moodle as a Virtual learning Environment is indeed very helpful. On the other hand, it could also be assessed that Moodle as Virtual Learning Environment could implement various modern technologies so that it assists learning in much more interactive way. Some of the technologies which could be used are interactive 3-D modeling of course work presentation in the learning systems which would enable the students to learn easily and in a better way. Virtual learning is indeed the future as it helps to learn things even from distant location only by having limited resources such as Internet facilities and a very basic computer system. It is also recommended from undertaking the overall analysis pertaining to Moodle as VLE that it should make the system much more  user friendly by making assessment submission through easier process as some of the students are find it difficult to submit assessment through Moodle (Kumar, Gankotiya, and Dutta, 2011). 
[bookmark: _Toc37789447]Conclusion
It could be concluded that Virtual Learning Platforms such as Moodle has revolutionized the learning process by introducing a comprehensive learning environment in digital mediums. The features of Moodle essentially enable the learner to have a seamless learning experience and hence student  like to use it on regular basis. It could also be recommended that Moodle should further incorpate e-learning technologies which shall help in 
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This survey is about Moodle efficiency.








[bookmark: _Toc37789449]Survey Questions:

1) What is you age group?
· 18 to 30 years
· 30 to 40 years
· Over 40 years 
2) Which year of study are you now?
· 1st year 
· 2nd year
· 3rd year
· 4th Year
3) Which course you are attending?
· Cert HE
· BA Hons
· Graduate Diploma
· MA
· Others
4) Is this is the first time you are using the Moodl Platform?
· Yes
· No
5) Have you ever used other Virtual Learning Platform?
· Yes
· No
6) How easy do you rate the first access to Moodle?
(1 is the lowest scale and 5 being the highest scale)
· 1
· 2
· 3
· 4
· 5
7 ) How often do you use Moodle?
· 1to 3 times per week
· More than 3 times per week
· Only when I have missed a lecture in class

8) Do you find lessons are clearly introduced?
· Yes 
· No
9) Do you find easy to upload your assessments?
· Very Easy
· Easy
· Neither easy nor difficult
· Difficult
· Very Difficult
10)How likely is it that you would recommend this service to a friend or colleague?
· Detractors
· Passives
· Promoters
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