Discuss the extent to which the doctrine of Parliamentary Sovereignty is a critical component within the United Kingdom’s constitution.

[bookmark: _Int_USxu95kj][bookmark: _Int_7DgllOdG]A constitution is a set of rules imposed on the government which will decide on how much power the government has over the general public. It outlines how the government should be run and how their powers should be exercised. The constitution of the United Kingdom consists of multiple documents including past decision of judges and courts in which the higher court governs all of the courts below them with the highest being the supreme court.  The government is normally the most powerful force in the country meaning that the way that these powers are used and ensuring that these powers are not exploited in anyway is very important, in fact this is the exact role of a constitution which is to ensure that they do not abuse their powers or take advantage of their role of power. A constitution has always been a very controversial subject due to the fact that there is not a way to make everyone happy and the best that someone could do is to make as many people happy as possible to try and reduce the amount of backlash that may be caused if there are a lot of people who disagree with the constitution.  Normally the constitution would be written down but, in the United Kingdom, and in New Zealand these rules are not written down allowing room for changes to these rules at any point which allows the constitution to evolve along with new times and changing beliefs Palmer.M (2012), an example where a law was changed was in 2014 when the law was changed in the United Kingdom to allow same sex marriage which was seen as a major win for the LGBTQ+ community as this was a major turning point leading on to the community to push harder for more fair and equal rights for themselves. Schraer. R and D’Urso. J (2017). So the overall goal of this essay is to see how much of an affect Parliamentary sovereignty has on the UK and how it controls the government within the UK, the thesis of this essay is that Parliamentary Sovereignty plays a major role within the UK and influences different decisions made by the government. 

[bookmark: _Int_bAT2kn8v]Parliament sovereignty is arguably the most important part of the United Kingdoms constitution as it makes parliament the supreme legal authority within the United Kingdom which can change or make any new law through a long process, this long process is vital as it assures that any new law created is fair to everyone, is appropriate and relevant for the current situation in the United Kingdom while also accommodating everyone as outlined by rhe United Kingdom’s Parliament website. The three main points of parliamentary sovereignty is the fact that once again parliament can make, change, or abolish any law, next no one can question parliament and their decisions and finally parliament is not bound by the parliament of the past and by proxy the current parliament can not try to bind the future parliament. The way that the modern parliament was created from the royal council, which was a group of people the monarch could turn to for opinions on diplomatic decisions, in the 13th century the royal council became divided into two creating the house of lords which was full of barons and bishops and until recently has been historically only made up of people who have gained that possession through their blood line, and the house of commons which was made up of knights and the general public and now consists of 650 people, these people are selected through a voting system with the group which has the most seats setting their leader the new prime minister in which the new prime minister will select a few members of their group to make up the cabinet the losing group which will make up less seats become the opposition questioning all of the new decisions made by the prime minister the current prime minister is Rishi Sunak, then in the 15th century Henry VI began to rely on the two houses to make up new bills which he would revise and then make into a law, which was later known as royal accent. 

The way that laws are made in the United Kingdom is that firstly a draft bill will be published which will be used to allow the politicians to be able to do a bit of research and also gain more knowledge over that subject, this normally will take place in parliamentary committees, after this a first reading will take place to try and amend any mistakes that may be present in the bill, next a second reading will take place to make sure that the changes made in the first reading are acceptable and make sense, next there is the committee stage followed by the report stage, next is the third reading to make sure that everything is all perfect, now the bill will be passed to the house of commons where the members of parliament would be able to scrutinize the bill and make slight changes then this bill will be passed to the house of lords where once again it will be scrutinized and slight changes may be made this process will be repeated until there are no more changes either house is able to make and once everyone agrees with the law and everyone is happy then the bill will be presented to the current monarch where the current monarch will give the bill their royal assent which will cement the new bill into a law. Hopkins. E (2022).  This way that the law is made shows that parliament is the supreme law-making body as it is almost fully done by parliament and that the only part done by someone who is not a part of parliament is the monarch who is responsible for giving royal accent and although it is not compulsory for the monarch to give their royal accent it is very uncommon for the monarch to not give their royal assent. Once the law has been passed it becomes the same as any other law meaning that it will still be liable to changes in the future or may even be scrapped due to the nature of the unwritten constitution the United Kingdom has. To summaries firstly a draft bill is made then the draft bill will have its first and second readings to make sure no mistakes were made, then there is the committee followed by reports then finally a third reading, from here the bill will go to the house of commons where slight changes might be made where then the house of lords will be able to have a chance to make changes and this will be repeated until the bill is passed to the monarch to be given royal assent. 

[bookmark: _Int_xAT3f8aL]Although parliament is supreme when it comes to making new laws as no one is able to question the laws set by parliament there are a couple of rules that parliament must follow when it comes to making these laws including the fact that laws must be human rights complainant making sure that everyone is treated equally no matter the race, gender or age and also technically ever days future parliament is stronger than the last as they are able to change the laws set by the parliament in the last meaning every law is liable to change, but this is a good thing as this allows the United Kingdom to continue to progress and be up to date to make sure that the United Kingdom is able to change and be able to combat any future problems. One of the most recent and prominent changes that are being proposed is the bill of rights bill which was proposed in 2022 but is paused at the moment. The aim of this bill was to replace the Human rights act 1998 abolishing it in the process, if this bill is passed and becomes a law in the future this will have a big impact on the current laws and a lot of old laws will have to be changes slightly and this might even prompt the creation of new laws all together. Which could affect parliamentary sovereignty in the UK majorly.

[bookmark: _Int_AKSdeJv4][bookmark: _Int_HE5IOBw0]In conclusion parliament is the supreme law making body within the United Kingdom which got their powers from separation of powers from the monarch, but parliament does still have to adhere to a couple of simple and vital rules. Due to the United Kingdom having an unwritten constitution it is very easy for parliament to make changes and introduce new laws within the United Kingdom which has greatly helped the United Kingdom to evolve with society to make it a prosperous Kingdom but a down fall to this is the fact that it can sometimes take longer to process criminals due to the fact that the rules are not written down and in the United Kingdom we have to use case law which is where the consequence of the crime committed is decided upon by the judge and jury but is still bound to the decisions made by past judges to ensure that it is fair to everyone, in comparison the United States of America has a written constitution meaning that all of their rules are written down which although might make it quicker to process criminals in United States of America when compared to the United Kingdom, it is much harder to make new laws in America and can also take a much longer time. 
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