Proposal form 

Title- Explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK. What steps are being taken to tackle this problem?

Domestic violence is an ongoing situation in the UK, and many people have been affected by domestic violence (Jones, 2023). According to the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older), consisting of 1.4 million women and 751,000 men, were victims of domestic violence in the year ending March 2023 (Jones, 2023). Domestic, violence includes verbal or physical abuse, coercive and controlling behaviour, and sexual or psychological abuse (Maintenance, 2023). Many individuals feel like they aren't believed when they approach the police or family members and therefore this can influence their decision as to whether they report the incident; they may feel that there will be negative consequences or embarrassment (Sefton Women’s and Children’s Aid, 2022).
Exploring this topic will provide information on how the government and police are currently tackling domestic violence in the UK. Considering there has been an increase in reported domestic violence cases in 2023, for example, 69,314 in the year that ended in March 2023 as opposed to 67,063 the year before (End Evidence Against Women, 2023) highlights that this is an area where further research could be beneficial. Furthermore, charge volumes have also increased, rising slightly from 43,836 instances charged in the year ending in March 2023 to 47,361 cases charged in the following year (End Evidence Against Women, 2023), therefore exploring this topic further may provide valuable insights into how domestic violence can be dealt with in the future to ensure victims of domestic violence receive the justice they deserve (Katz, 2023). A key aim within this study is to research and explore the extent of domestic violence in the UK, and what steps are being taken to tackle this problem. 

The first objective will be to define and explore domestic violence in females and males. The second objective is to explore domestic violence historically and look at how domestic violence has evolved. The third objective will be to analyse what the government and police are currently doing to prevent domestic violence. The fourth objective will be to evaluate ideas, initiatives and research that the government and police could have utilised but were either not done effectively or not done. This will include exploring laws and strategies implemented and how further support could be put in place to reduce domestic violence, as well as support for victims, in the UK.
The fifth and final objective will explore why domestic violence against males often goes unreported.

The key literature below will be utilised as key research:

• Domestic Abuse Act (2021)

Clarifying your thoughts with citations to the source information would have been stronger.
The above bill will be useful as objective 3 is related to the findings. For example, one objective sits with the following premise: "Analyse what the government is doing to prevent domestic violence". Using the above government website will support answering the question. The bill suggests creating a legal definition of domestic abuse that emphasises that it can also include emotional, controlling, coercive, and financial abuse in addition to physical violence. This suggests that there is no certain type of domestic violence in a broad range of situations.

• Women's Aid (2023)

This website will provide a fully comprehensive overview of domestic violence, particularly on the impact it has on women. It includes research that has been carried out on the different types of domestic violence and discusses why women often feel like they cannot leave an abusive situation. Furthermore, it mentions the impact of domestic violence on others, including the effects it can have on children.

• Donovan, C. and Hester, M. (2014)

This book is the most thorough examination of Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA)in same-sex relationships that has been done in the UK to date. It is the result of a large-scale study that included focus groups, interviews, and a nationwide survey.
Researchers set out to design a study that would allow them to compare the experiences of such behaviour in heterosexual and same-sex partnerships, given a shortage of data on DVA in both relationships. Since the majority of the book is on the experiences of people in same-sex relationships (Donovan, and Hester, 2014), this will help compare cases through the research, to see if the cases are treated in the same way.

• His Majesty Inspectors of Constabulary and Fire& Rescue Services (2019).

Using this report will help with the second and third objectives of how the police deal with domestic violence and what their response is. It discusses how demand has risen and that police are now prioritising the response to domestic violence cases.

• Office for National Statistics (2023).

Another reliable source of information is the above website. Throughout the dissertation, the research will be analysed and used to support the research question.
For example, according to the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 2.1 million adults (16 years of age and older) consisting of 1.4 million women and 751,000, men were victims of domestic violence in the year ending March 2023. This dissertation will analyse patterns and look for trends in the data held on domestic violence.

The summary of research methods will explore qualitative and quantitative methods.
Data regarding actual experiences, feelings, or behaviours, as well as the interpretations people make of them, are gathered through qualitative research, (University of Sheffield, 2022). It helps make it possible for scholars to comprehend difficult ideas, interpersonal relationships, or cultural phenomena better (University of Sheffield, 2022). This kind of study helps explain acts, analyse occurrences, and investigate how or why certain things have happened (Booth, 2018). The data techniques for qualitative research are interviews, focus groups, observations, document analysis and oral history or life stories (Booth, 2018). The positives gained from using qualitative research include that attitudes and behaviours can be explored in depth, they encourage discussion and are flexible (Anpar Research, 2020). The negatives of this research method include issues with the sample size, bias in the sample selection, lack of privacy and whether or not the researcher is employing a knowledgeable moderator (Anpar Research, 2020). 

The quantitative method collects numerical data that statistical analysis can use to rank, measure, or categorise. Finding patterns or links and drawing generalisations are aided by it. Finding out how many, how much, how frequently, or to what extent is helpful when conducting this kind of research (Booth, 2018). The research techniques are surveys or questionnaires, observation, document screening and experiments (Booth, 2018). The positives of using quantitative research include larger sample sizes, impartiality and accuracy, faster and easier, data anonymous and reliable and continuous information, (Anpar Research, 2020). On the other hand, this research method is limited by the set answer on a survey, research is not carried out in the participant's normal environment and there are limited options to follow- any answer given (Anpar Research, 2020).

The survey in this research will gather qualitative and quantitative data. The questionnaire will be distributed online to friends and family, and it will also be handed out to the public to provide a range of perspectives, including a wider range of ethnicities, ages and religious backgrounds The survey will be handed out to a wide range of ages as by posting online, it may only reach a younger target audience (Smart Survey, 2019). It will be posted for both males and females to respond. A range of ethnicities will be approached, not just targeting white Welsh as is the main demographic in the local area, so then the data gained is more representative of the general population. Representation plays a crucial part in shaping our ideas of who we are, what we're worth, and what we're capable of (Overton, 2023). Seeing successful people who resemble individuals is motivating and it conveys the idea that, with enough effort, you too may achieve the same results. Additionally, that appearance need not be a hindrance (Overton, 2023). Swansea offers a Women's Aid, which includes a 24-hour helpline. This is for empowerment, safety and support for women and children experiencing domestic abuse (Swansea Women's Aid, 2019). The survey will be handed to this focus group to gain more information and more in-depth responses.
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