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Legal Process

[bookmark: _Toc141451715][bookmark: _Toc141451728]Discussion on the criminal courts in England and Wales (Magistrates and Crown court) and their need for reform

English and Welsh Justice System
The judicial system in England and Wales follows what is known as English law. This rule of law governs both criminal and civil proceedings following the principles of the statutes and in their absence the common law (Robson, 2022). The English and Welsh courts include both civil and criminal jurisdictions. Justice in Wales is administered through the English Justice system as Wales does not have their own legal system. The UK Court and Tribunals system is developed in a subordinate manner to ensure that a smooth flow of justice can be delivered on a regular basis. There have been proposals for a unique legal system for Welsh, to be administered by the Senedd and applicable solely in Wales, however, no such application has been finalized as of yet.
[bookmark: _Toc141468835]Structure of the Justice System
[bookmark: _Toc141468836]The UK justice system is set up to divide jurisdiction and power in an effective way. All other courts in the nation, including those in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland, are under the Supreme Court's supervision. The Supreme Court in Scotland, however, is limited to civil cases. The High Court, which has divisions for Family and Divisional Courts, is the second-most powerful court and supervises the actions of lower courts. Depending on the nature and seriousness of the case, different types are handled by Crown Courts and County Courts. Tribunals deal with immigration, social security, child support, tax, and land matters, while Magistrate Courts primarily handle summary offences, family cases, and youth matters. The UK justice system works and is controlled effectively thanks to this clear structure.
Criminal Courts
The United Kingdom's criminal justice system has a reputation for being one of the most stringent in the world (Phoenix, 2023). The primary cause of this is that it was not constructed simultaneously. On the contrary, it expanded, mutated, and improved over the course of time. Adding further complexity is the fact that the United Kingdom consists of four distinct nations, each with its own set of laws (Antoniou, 2022). This means that one country actually has three separate criminal justice systems operating within its borders. The severity and nature of the offence committed determine the approach taken to the case. The majority of criminal cases start in the Magistrates' Court. The Crown Court will hear cases that involve very serious crimes or complex legal issues. The High Court would hear any appeals from cases heard in the Crown Court. In exceptional instances, the matter may be heard by the Supreme Court.
[bookmark: _Toc141468837]The Magistrates and lay people
The magistrate in the UK are individuals who have the authority to impose fines and give sentence for imprisonment for a period of time. The appointment is based on specific qualities although there are no on-paper qualifications for such appointment. The power of the magistrate and their duties are defined and controlled by multiple Acts of the English Legislation including the Courts Act 2003. Small cases are heard without juries in the locally administered Magistrates' Courts. Most civil proceedings, such as those involving a family member, also take place in these courts. Cases that do not warrant an indictment are heard in magistrate Courts. Crown Courts are the venues for legal proceedings involving criminal charges. Magistrates' courts hear very brief summaries of criminal cases (Banwell-Moore, 2023). Lay Magistrates on the other hand are local individuals who have knowledge and help in providing justice based on their knowledge and experience along with the aid of legal advisers who has the necessary knowledge for the matter in trial. The main aim of the lay magistrates is to support the magistrates to hear matters. In family courts, the District Judge sits with the company of two lay magistrates to aid him in decision-making.
[bookmark: _Toc141468838]Cost-effectiveness
The "small disputes track" of the County Court handles claims with a value of less than £10,000 in accordance with the Rules of Civil Procedure of 1998 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2023). Many people mistakenly believe that this is a separate "little claims court," but the two are actually identical. The "rapid track" is for cases that can be tested in a single day and are worth between £10,000 and $25,000. For claims over £25,000, there is a special "multi-track" process. 
[bookmark: _Toc141468839]The speed that cases are heard
[bookmark: _Toc141468840]Since 2010, the average duration between the commission of a crime and the conclusion of an investigation has increased. In 2021, the typical time period from the commission of an offence to the conclusion of a case was 196 days. However, this is subjective to the nature of the matter in question. Usually in Crown courts, a contested trial can be decided within months or more than a year based on the facts of the matter (Bosland and Townend, 2023). Magistrate courts in the UK provide quick judgements within a few months in an effort to speed up the legal process. Cases with a financial value of more than £10,000 or $25,000 are handled using this strategy. But not all cases are currently handled through this expedited procedure.
Crown Court and lay magistrates
In England and Wales, the Crown Court must first hear criminal cases. It handles appeals from lower courts' rulings and considers cases for all indictable offences as well as some grey areas. There are 92 locations in England and Wales where the Crown Court holds sessions which are known as a circuit. The Crown Court hears both original criminal proceedings and appeals. A modest number of civil cases are also heard and appealed by this court which was made possible by the Courts Act of 1971 (Abramovaite et al., 2022). The Crown Court can also take over the functions of the magistrates' courts. The sole court in England and Wales authorised to hear cases on indictment is the Crown Court. The matters in the crown court are heard by qualified Judges who are often assisted by Lay Magistrates. The main aim of the Lay Magistrates is to aid the decision-making process of the Judges. The Lay magistrates are further supported by a clerk who is also known as a legal advisor.
[bookmark: _Toc141468841]Juries Act 1974
[bookmark: _Toc141468842]The British Parliament passed a law in 1974 that went by the name of the Juries Act. Long title: "to combine specific laws concerning juries, judges, and the jury process with modifications and enhancements established pursuant to the Consolidation of Enactments (Procedure) Act 1949." The Act lays out the rules for serving on a jury in England and Wales, including who is qualified to take such roles. The citizen who meets the requirements of the Act is eligible to serve as a juror or be summoned to serve on a jury in the Crown Court, the High Court, or county courts (Franklin, 2023). The main goal of this Act is to establish rules for selecting and summoning Juries to assist in legal decision-making, with Judges or Magistrates ultimately having the final say.


Reforms and Suggestions
[bookmark: _Toc141468843]Although the British and Welsh justice systems are currently solid, they should still be capable to adapt to new circumstances. In order to handle the mounting case backlog, one essential reform is to increase the number of judges and magistrates. As a result, issues can be resolved more quickly and precisely. A different solution to the problem is the creation of fast-track courts, but in the effort to reduce backlogs, it is crucial to put accuracy and fairness first.
Conclusion
It can be concluded from this essay that the Justice System in England and Wales are highly efficient however reforms can be brought to improve their operations further. The justice system needs to ensure that the rights of the people of the country are protected at all costs. In addition to this, the essay also sheds light on the backlog cases and the reforms that may be beneficial to overcome such issues. The constitutional separation of powers and jurisdiction of the courts and their specific activities are also discussed in the essay making it easier to understand the roles of different judicial governing bodies. 
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