	 Year 8 mixed ability
 

	Concrete experience: 
· Differentiation using bronze, silver and gold technique 
· Assessment using whiteboards – 3,2,1 display method  
· Class points, negative and positive 
· Warnings were given to the learner 
· The learner interrupts the lesson saying that the bronze task is “so easy” 
· The learner is trying to imply that those completing the bronze task aren’t ‘smart’
· Immediately the teacher explained that although he may find it easy others may not 
· The teacher also gave a direct target for the learner to begin working on the silver task as it would be more suited to them.
 

	Reflective observation: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
 
 There was a pupil that shouted out saying that the bronze task was easy and so the teacher stepped in and pointed out that not every learner will find that easy and that if this is the case for him then he can start on the silver task. I first felt uncomfortable when the learner said this as it can affect the learners who may find the task difficult embarrassing. I did then feel satisfaction with the teacher's response as it was a well-rounded answer and enabled all learners to feel included and not singled out. 
 
  

	Abstract conceptualism: 
 
 I chose to reflect on this moment as I found it used multiple strategies. Not only did the teacher use differentiation effectively but it also looked at behavior management and being able to quickly address any problems/interruptions in the classroom. I think potentially there could have been more emphasis on behavior management as the learner had interrupted multiple times and had already received some warnings and so maybe negative class points could have been introduced. However, the teacher delt with the situation with maturity and gave a sensible and reasonable explanation as well which I think gave the learner a clearer understanding of what they had done wrong. I do think maybe having mixed ability math lessons could be problematic and so introducing a setting system could be more beneficial when looking at the differentiation aspect.
 
 

 
 
 
 

	Active experimentation:

 
 There I have decided to adapt this differentiation technique within my lessons. I have created 3 tasks. All learners must complete the first task as this will meet the success criteria to make sure all learners meet the learning objective. The following tasks progressively get harder but are an add on to their first task compared to this lesson where each task was a set of different questions. I have also included things such as an extension task to challenge the more able and talented learners in my class. 
 




