Methodology:
Due 9th Feb
Step 1: decide on how you will collect data – 
1. Intro



2. Research strategy?

Due to the nature of my research question I will be requiring both qualitative and quantitative data.  The qualitative data will be required to establish the thoughts and feelings individuals hold towards the police, this will make for a better understanding of the public confidence in the police. This type of data concentrates more on words and open questions whereas quantitative data focuses on statistics and close-ended questions/multiple choice (Streefkerk, 2019). The quantitative data required in this research will help work out the overall percentage of those who do and do not have confidence in the police and qualitative data will back this up with reasons.

The data collected with consist mainly of primary data. This is due to the idea that there is a gap in research surrounding my chosen topic and therefore I want to obtain my own present data which will allow for a better understanding. 

3. Data collection – where will you get your data from/ how will you collect your data?
I will produce a questionnaire and post it on social media and send it to friends, family, lecturers and fellow student to enable highest possible response rates. The questionnaire will be given to those of different age ranges to determine how confidence in the police differs for different ages. It will also be given to different genders, this will help to decipher individual experiences and how these can affect overall confidence in the police. The overall aim is to

4. Data Analysis – explain the process you will use to analyse the raw data you have collected and describe what you will do i.e. the process and explain and justify that process. In order to analyse the quantitative date acquired, I aim to review any relationships and variables in my questionnaire. Analysing my qualitative data will be done using thematic analysis. This allows a close examination in order to recognise common themes seen through the respondants answers. There are different approaches within thematic analysis – inductive and deductive. Inductive lets obtained data govern any existing theme. However, deductive involves looking into data with predetermined themes I would expect to find. In my research, I aim to use the above processes. This will allow me to come to an overall understanding of the facts and figures.

5. Limitations and potential hurdles – identify limitations of your research methods and any potential practical hurdles. Counteract these limitations and explain how you get round any practical hurdles. For good measure, explain why your research is reliable. 

MAKE SURE TO TALK ABOUT THE RESEARCH ONION AND REFER BACK TO THE DIFFERENT LAYERS.

The research onion:
Saunders’ research onion (2007) makes reference to the different options and decisions required when creating research methodology. There are six layers to the research onion. The first is the research philosophy also known as the foundation. It can be described from two different outlooks – ontological and epistemological. Ontology refers to ‘the what and how of what we know’ and epistemology touches on how knowledge is obtained and comprehended. Three strategies fall under this layer: positivism, interpretivism and pragmatism. The positivism element makes reference to there being knowledge outside of the topic. The view of positivists is that knowledge is found through empirical research which involves observations and experiments, rather than the over reliance on human reasoning. The interpretivism ideology discusses the effect that social and cultural factors can have on somebody. Finally, pragmatism encourages research to be viewed from a practical mindset (Rashid, 2023). I think within my research I will see evidence of interpretivism.
The second layer of the onion provides the option of using either inductive or deductive methods. Inductive will mean I create a theory based on what I have obtained from my research and deductive means I will have a theory in mind when conducting my research (Streefkerk, 2022) . In my work I will be utilising the inductive method. The third layer has a main focus on the aims and goals of my research. My chosen research approach is grounded research. This will allow me to decipher a theory based on the answers I obtain from my conducted research (Chun Tie et al, 2019).
The fourth layer requires a decision on which type of data I plan to obtain. I aim to gain mixed data, this refers to both qualitative and quantitative data. My reasoning for this is my questions will require both open and closed answers. These answers will generate statistics and opinion-based responses and therefore I require a focus on mixed data types. Layer fives shows concern for timeline and when I will be collecting my data. My next step is to create the questionnaire and distribute it out to participants. I aim to wait up to 10 days for responses to my questionnaire and draw my conclusions from there. 
The final layer to the research onion discusses techniques and procedures. My overall goal is to use both primary and secondary data for my research. Not only will this allow me to compare statistics but it enables me to have a better understanding of key issues surrounding public confidence and reasons for the lack of confidence. Furthermore, as mentioned, I will require qualitative and quantitative data to fully understand my chosen topic. My questionnaire content will consist of no more than 15 questions to enable maximum respondants. I would like to receive 100 responses to guarantee accurate statistics. It is important to use open and closed-answer questions. This is because due to the nature of my research question, I will be requiring honest explanations for answers as well as yes/no/ multiple choice. This will help to understand the reasons for these feelings.

Still to add:
· Intro
· Conclusion
· Diagram of the research onion with references
· Detailed explanations 













USE AT THE END FOR LIMITATIONS AND BENEFITS…
With that being said, I will use secondary research to compare statistics with my own. A benefit of using secondary data is that I can gain access to credible sources. A downfall is the potential lack of key variables (The Open University, 2023). It Is important to note that primary research is beneficial due it being reliable but there is a possible drawback of low response rates (Walker, 2021).
 
