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Assessment 2: Critical discussion
In this essay, Erddig, a property of The National Trust has been looked at in relation to its history, accessibility, and presentation.  The property was visited on 28th March 2022 with some details about the property discussed in this essay. Some of the problems associated with Erddig in relation to its accessibility and history are also touched upon.  Much of the resources have been acquired through The National Trust, however, some information was provided through the university library and from visiting the site.
Erddig was a stately home which had many owners over the years, however the person responsible for its location and creation was Joshua Edisbury.  The Edisburys as a family were quite wealthy, with them coming from a minor gentry in the 1500s. It was not until the 1700s that Erddig was completed, however, Joshua Edisbury found himself in significant debt, and later after Erddig was let out to Mr Alpot, it was sold to John Meller in 1714.  As he was an anti-Jacobite, Meller was unpopular amongst the local aristocracy.  Indeed, he was approached by Robert Walpole who was the prime minister at the time to counter the Tories.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  The National Trust, Erddig, (The National Trust, 1995)] 

Although he was perhaps not loved by his fellow gentries, he did account for the furniture and other items of the house.  This has helped maintain the overall appearance of the rooms in Erddig today[footnoteRef:3]. Certainly, the way that the rooms are kept are aesthetically pleasing and it is only recently that visitors were allowed back into the house and upstairs due to the pandemic.  The outhouses are also kept to how they once were, and with the gardens, Erddig is a moderately large property that comes a lot of maintenance.  Even though a lot of care and attention was paid by Meller, he, unfortunately, died in 1733.  It was not known at first after Meller’s death who would inherit Erddig, however, Anne Meller (John Meller’s sister), thought of her son, Simon Yorke to acquire the house.[footnoteRef:4]  Although Simon was the owner of the house, he did help develop the garden, as too did Meller and Philip Yorke.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  The National Trust, Erddig, (The National Trust, 1995)]  [4:  The National Trust, Erddig, (The National Trust, 1995)]  [5:  Jonathan Marsden, ‘The garden at Erddig’ The Journal of Garden History.  11 (3), 140-147 (2012): http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01445170.1991.10408300 [accessed 5th April 2022]; The National Trust, Erddig, the whole story: Erddig, the whole story | National Trust [accessed 8th April 2022]] 

The garden itself is generally accessible to all, though this differs for the house itself, as there are staircases and no lifts for wheelchair users or for other people who may not be able to use the stairs.  There are also some rooms undergoing maintenance so were not as accessible to the public as perhaps the other rooms.  This does not detract from the beauty of Erddig and the way it is maintained, however, it does mean it is not as accessible to the public as perhaps more modern buildings.  As Erddig is a class I listed building, it is not possible to make that many amendments to it as there perhaps needs to be to cater for all, though it does mean that the building and the contents inside it are protected.  Indeed, the last owner of Erddig, Philip Yorke III ensured that the contents of the house and the house itself were kept as they should be with an agreement made between The National Trust and Philip Yorke III.  The National Coal Board also played a part in this, as compensation was given due to some mining being carried out under the house. It was this compensation with the selling of a piece of land that enabled the National Trust to then buy the property.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  National Trust, Erddig, (The National Trust, 1995).] 

In relation to coal mining, it was Meller who greatly benefited from this as the money received from the coal helped him run and maintain the estate. According to Irving, it was as early as 1717 that coal mining in and around Erddig was carried out.[footnoteRef:7] The running of the pits, including Bryn-yr-Owen was not straightforward, as it had issues with water, and it was seen as a very small pit.  However, the money generated from the pits enabled Meller’s success and consequently the success of Erddig, although mining in and around Erddig ceased in the 19th Century.[footnoteRef:8]  This was unlike other pits in the area and other parts of Wales which ran into the 20th century and when they closed, communities were left devastated. [7:  R. J. Irving, ‘Coalmining on the Erddig Estate in North-East Wales’, Welsh History Review.  29 (2) (2018): Coalmining on the Erddig Estate In North-East Wales, 1715ÂŒ1880 (uwtsd.ac.uk) [accessed 6th April 2022]]  [8:  R. J. Irving, ‘Coalmining on the Erddig Estate in North-East Wales’, Welsh History Review.  29 (2) (2018): Coalmining on the Erddig Estate In North-East Wales, 1715ÂŒ1880 (uwtsd.ac.uk) [accessed 6th April 2022]] 

The mining in and around the Erddig estate is not made apparent by its physical appearance, however national trust volunteers inform visitors that the coal was practically given to the house. Indeed, other aspects of Erddig’s history are generally not all that apparent to visitors.  For instance, there is a slight link between the estate and slavery, which is a contentious issue in heritage and tourism.[footnoteRef:9]  According to the report by Huxtable et al (2020), Elihu Yale was a major benefactor of Edisbury’s, who generated a lot of wealth from being a Governor of the East India Company (and agent) of Madras.[footnoteRef:10]  Elihu Yale also supported the establishment of the Yale Universities in the USA, which are generally thought of as being quite prestigious. [9:  Dr Sally-Anne Huxtable, Professor Corinne Fowler, Dr Christo Kefalas, Emma Slocombe.  Interim Report on the Connections between Colonialism and Properties now in the Care of the National Trust, Including Links with Historic Slavery, The National Trust (2020). Interim Report on the Connections between Colonialism and Properties now in the Care of the National Trust Including Links with Historic Slavery [accessed 2nd April 2022]]  [10:  Dr Sally-Anne Huxtable, Professor Corinne Fowler, Dr Christo Kefalas, Emma Slocombe.  Interim Report on the Connections between Colonialism and Properties now in the Care of the National Trust, Including Links with Historic Slavery, The National Trust (2020). ] 

It would appear that places such as Erddig are held in high regard, despite these links.  The servants for instance, had a very good relationship with the Yorke’s at Erddig. Indeed, there were paintings and photographs of some of their servants on display in the house. The way in which they treated their servants is something which is centred upon when visiting as not only were the servants photographed and painted, they had their own quarters, some of which were above the bedrooms of the Yorke’s.  Although this was the case the servants would have worked downstairs in places like the kitchen and bakery to then serve the Yorke’s who were upstairs. In addition to this, the servants’ rooms appear rather sparse and undecorated by comparison with the rooms that were occupied by Meller and later the Yorke’s.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  The National Trust, 18th-Century Erddig, incentive scheme of homespun legacy (The National Trust 2022): 18th-century Erddig incentive scheme or homespun legacy? | National Trust [accessed 7th April 2022]; The National Trust, A Servant’s day at Erddig: A servant's day at Erddig | National Trust [accessed 7th April 2022]] 

The Yorke’s inherited Erddig due to Meller not having any children and thus the Estate was acquired by his nephew Simon I Yorke, who later had a son Philip. It was Philip who inherited Erddig and some of his Mother’s brother’s finances.  He also benefited from Elizabeth Cust’s dowry which enabled him to make some alterations to Erddig. Some of these alterations included the library, the saloon, which was used for entertainment, and the building of a new kitchen. When Philip died, he left the estate to Simon II, who appointed Thomas Hopper to make a large room with some of Meller’s rooms and refurbished some of the other rooms.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  The National Trust, Erddig, the whole story: Erddig, the whole story | National Trust [accessed 8th April 2022]; The National Trust (2022): 18th-century Erddig incentive scheme or homespun legacy? | National Trust [accessed 7th April 2022]; The National Trust, The rooms of parade at Erddig: The rooms of parade at Erddig | National Trust [accessed 6th April 2022]] 

Following Simon II, Simon III Yorke inherited the estate.  He was a gardener and leased some of the land out to tenants which he benefited from.  For most of his life, Simon maintained a good relationship with his tenants.  However, in his later years, relationships began to thwart.  This was mainly because of the tithes that were introduced to local Farmers which while it did not include Erddig, seemed to have an effect on the relationships between Simon and his Tenants.[footnoteRef:13] According to Bartlett, Simon was not a typical landlord, however, he was perceived as a Tory and it was this as well as his religious beliefs that may have made him less popular.[footnoteRef:14]  Bartlett also points out that there were some contentious issues at this time for other landowners in Wales including linguistic and class divisions.  Language barriers were not so much of an issue in Erddig, however other rules including how the land was to be treated and shooting rights appeared to have been a little problematic.  It was apparent that agricultural matters were something not on the forefront of Simon’s mind, as the land was not to be ploughed or broken up in any way.[footnoteRef:15]  It is quite likely that this would have caused tensions and maybe even confusion, though, for the Erddig estate, it was Simon who had the final say in these matters.  This highlights the power he had at the time, which was also accompanied by his wealth. [13:  Joss Bartlett, ‘A Conservative Welchman’: Simon Torke III and the Erddig Estate. Family and Community History.  13 (1), 20-33: http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/146311810X12710831260734 [accessed 10th April 2022] ]  [14:  Joss Bartlett, ‘A Conservative Welchman’: Simon Torke III and the Erddig Estate. Family and Community History.  13 (1), 20-33: http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/146311810X12710831260734 [accessed 10th April 2022]]  [15:  Joss Bartlett, ‘A Conservative Welchman’: Simon Torke III and the Erddig Estate. Family and Community History.  13 (1), 20-33: http://dx.doi.org/10.1179/146311810X12710831260734 [accessed 10th April 2022]] 

Despite the Yorke’s being moderately wealthy, Erddig seemed to go into disarray.  Although Philip Yorke II tried to conserve the house, many of the servants at this point left.  After this Simon York IV inherited Erddig at the age of 19 in 1922.  Erddig was in major financial difficulty and there were not so many staff left.  Despite the decline of the estate Simon refused to part with any of it, and later his brother Philip Yorke III inherited Erddig.  It was Philip Yorke III who had discussions with The National Trust which now own the property.  Since the 1970s the property has had the chance to be restored to how it was with much of the display being from the 1700s and early 1800s.  This was as much of the furniture belonged to Meller which was then inherited by the Yorke’s. In addition to this Philip Yorke III wanted to keep the house as he and his relatives had it.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  The National Trust, Discover John Meller’s fine furniture and furnishings, (The National Trust: 2022): The rooms of parade at Erddig | National Trust [accessed 7th April 2022]; The National Trust, Erddig, the whole story: Erddig, the whole story | National Trust [accessed 8th April 2022]] 

Despite The National Trust conserving Erddig and portraying it in a positive light, there were some contentious issues in Erddig’s past.  These included having some difficulties with tenants in relation to the rules surrounding tenancy agreements for the land and having some (less obvious) connections with slavery.  In addition to this as the servants are portrayed as people which were highly regarded by the Yorkes, it is less clear how Meller treated his servants.  In addition to this, there is little known about how the servants actually felt about their employers, although they did appear to be loyal to the Yorke’s.  This may indicate that they felt treated well, on the other hand, it may also suggest that other employers may have treated their servants more poorly.  The overall feel of Erddig is, however a positive one despite its lack of transparency.  This is probably due to the way it is displayed and how it portrays the Yorke’s on the whole.
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