
 
 
 
THE MCCANDLESS SYSTEM 
 
Stanley McCandless wrote a book on lighting theory called, “The Standard System” which has 
become known as “The McCandless System”.  It is a nuts and bolts system of covering a stage with 
general light.  Does not address specials.  Only uses key light.  Fill light is added afterwards to fill 
in shadows or dark area. 

 
 
 

                        Warm Cool

45 !

  

 backlight

PLAN ANGLE 

VIEW

KEY LIGHT ONLY

SECTIONAL 

ANGLE VIEW

KEY LIGHT ONLY

Warm Cool

 backlight

 
   
  



    PCH Theatre Dept. - Lighting Area Plot with Beam & Field Angles

N PO

J K L M

IHGFE

DCBA

Field 

Beam

 



     

PON

MLKJ

IHFE

DCBA

G

circut not in use

circut not

 in use

circut not

 in use

    Parkway Central High Theatre Department General Lighting Plot

 
 



     

PON

MLKJ

IHFE

DCBA

G

circut not in use

circut not

 in use

circut not

 in use

    Parkway Central High Theatre Department General Lighting Plot

 
 



     

PON

MLKJ

IHFE

DCBA

G

circut not in use

circut not

 in use

circut not

 in use

    Parkway Central High Theatre Department General Lighting Plot

 
 



     

PON

MLKJ

IHFE

DCBA

G

circut not in use

circut not

 in usecircut not

 in use

    Parkway Central High Theatre Department General Lighting Plot

 
 



     

PON

MLKJ

IHFE

DCBA

G

    Parkway Central High Theatre Department General Lighting Plot

circut not

 in use
circut not

 in use

circut not in use
 


