Part 1
In Iceland and other countries, people think it’s really important for kids to play outdoors in their lives. Some people even write the government papers to claim the benefit of outdoors experience. In the curriculum guidelines, outside is considered as a suitable learning environment where kids not only can think well about the natural world, but do exercise for a healthy living. (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2014, pp. 391-406)
The emphasis on outdoors has taken placed for a long time. In Iceland, the kids aged 1 to 6 play outside every day, and the kids of 6 to 16 get to play out with their mates when its playtime. According to Oladottir (2008), there are tendencies in Iceland that teachers are teaching outside more than they used to and 70% of schools in capital, Reyjkavik, say that they do outside education quite a lot. We don’t know much about what teachers do outside to help learning, but it’s probably different depending on schools and what teacher you get.
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Part 2a
Forest School is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults the regular opportunities to develop and gain confidence and self-esteem through learning experiences in a woodland environment, which is defined by Forest School Network (2009). As Murray and O’Brien (2006) point out, people are quite worried that kids in school now can’t get to woodlands and green places as their parents did because the kids have to do loads indoor and parents are afraid of something terrible that will happen to their children outsides. There is another research that children won’t go when they grow up if they don’t go when young, which causes them to miss out on both physical and emotional benefits in nature. (Ward Thompson et al, 2004).
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of _________? Why is it important that students avoid this?
It would be accused of plagiarism and should be avoided. Firstly, you may be expelled from university. Plagiarism is a severe mistake in academic study. If you do it, you cannot be admitted to the university. In addition, you may not be accepted by others. Plagiarism is considered a dishonest behaviour. You will leave bad impression on your teachers and friends. They must be unwilling to contact with you. Besides, it’s worthless for you. You cannot learn anything from it. And tutors are not stupid. They can use advanced technology to check it. Your cheat will be found at last.

You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.
It’s false. According to the PPT in our sessions, the definition of reference is a detailed description of the item from which you have obtained the information. So it includes not just direct quotation, but indirect quotation. If you paraphrase or summary, you still need to reference.

Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
The statement is false. Firstly, it’s not reliable. There are a variety of information in Wikipedia from different sources. We cannot judge the reliability of information easily. Additionally, it would be better for us to search from journals and library resources. The articles are often written by the experts, which can give us some deep insights on issues.

Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
If there are more than 30 words and 2 lines, it’s a long quotation and we should use the format different from short quotation. Firstly, it should be a separate paragraph. In addition, we should indent the paragraph. Besides, it doesn’t need a quotation mark. Last but not least, we should put author’s surname, year of publication and page number or URL enclosed in round brackets at the end of the paragraph. (REFERENCING HANDBOOK: HARVARD, 2019, p.6)

Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
To begin an academic assignment, I must understand the requirements and put forward some questions relevant to the topic. And then, I will search for information with questions. At the time, notes on related to topic will be taken using paraphrasing and summary skills. At last, I will select the information and organized in a suitable strcture.
I will often look for sources from journals, library resources, e-books, websites with .ac.uk or .gov.uk and the blogs posted by the experts in this field.
Part 3
Critical response
The article But I don't want to be a teacher: Work based learning in Education Studies is authored by Simon, who is from Bath Spa University, and published in Educationalfutures on June, 2017. From the title, we can learn that the topic is relevant to work-based learning. But we may feel puzzled that why the people who don’t want to be a teacher major in Education Studies. 

Actually, this essay compares two sets of undergraduate Education Studies students, one is intend to become teachers and the other group don’t want to be teacher, on the impact of work-based learning. Findings indicated that students in both group know the boundaries between university and the workplace and the boundaries will change with time. In addition, social interaction plays an important role for them to form professional identity. Besides, compared with students for teacher career, the other set of students need Education Studies modules to widen their access to networks of other types of education professionals and work-based learning opportunities. (Simon, 2017, p.4)

From the perspective of structure, this essay is progressive, including introduction, methodology, theoretical framework, findings, conclusion etc. The progressive layers help audience to understand the logic easily. But there is no literature review. As is known to all, literature review can enable audiences to know the previous research on this topic and contribute to both author and audiences’ thinking. Therefore, it would be better if author do the literature review. Additionally, the paragraphs are well-structured. One topic sentence and concrete explanations. But it’s a little difficult for me to digest because of some pretty long paragraph. Linking words such as whereas, whilst, can make essay coherent. I would appreciate it if author can use them more. Besides, use of statistics or numbers within article can convince readers, especially for investigations. In my view, this article investigating two sets of students and making comparisons should have shown the statistics, even should use the charts to make readers aware easily. But actually, the part of finding can rarely see the statistic. Last but not least, the referencing is completed. There are not only In-text citations including short quotations and long quotations but also reference lists, which are rigorous.

At the aspect of language, it’s formal. Through the essay, the words and sentences author writes are normative. From the point of Chinese student, I cannot find some slangs and verbal language. I consider the written language as the formal language. However, when I read the essay, I feel it’s a little difficult for me. For example, I cannot understand the true meaning of some sentences if I guess some words wrongly, so I have to look for dictionary. I believe some accurate words are seldom-seen and difficult to understand, but it would be pretty good to use some simple but accurate words to help non-native speakers to understand. Besides, the language of this article is objective instead of subjective, the author seldom use the words from the stand of himself, such as in my opinion, as far as I’m concerned, but analyse them based on the information and materials. A lot of words cited from the experts in the field or the opinions adopted from the participants can make the essay persuasive. I think the opinions from a variety of people instead of just one person’s view would convince me more.

As for the evidence and reasoning within the article, it also needs to be reflected. There are two clear problems in the article. In the part of methodology, the author comes up with two key questions guided the study. One question is how students use the placement experience to navigate the complex boundaries between 'university' and 'work' as sites of learning and professional identity formation, the other is to what extent the placement experience contributes to student personal, professional and career choice/development. (Simon, 2017, p.4) As a result, readers are aware of the key point author made clearly. For the first question, the group members share them own reflections on navigating complex boundaries between university and workplace. Based on their hand-on experience and individual opinions, the author evaluates them and come to conclusions. The second question, in other words, is the role of the placement in personal professional and career choice development. It contains two elements, context and social interaction. The author also uses the ideas from participants to support his own views. But it’s different that he use some parallel opinions to argue the significance of context and social interaction. The supported ideas are collected by the author from the two sets of undergraduate Education Studies students. This kind of evidence has two sides. The first hand is the plus point, but it still need to consider the drawback that author will just use the evidence in favour of his argument.

In this critical response, we comment on some parts of article, including structure, language and evidence and reasoning. The structure is progressive but lack of literature review and more linking words to help audience to understand. The formal language is rational for academic essay, but some words may puzzle non-native speakers. The evidence of finding mostly come from the investigated students has merits and weakness. It’s first-hand information but may be partial. In total, I firmly confirm that it is a good academic essay.
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