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This assignment's theme is an imaginary historical exhibition about art theft, violence and possible destructions of them throughout history. I searched for the most notorious art crimes of famous and valuable artefacts. Looking into theories what makes art valuable or makes these artefacts so precious, priceless, and iconic. Art has always been a powerful tool and linked to crime world. I have selected carefully artists and their work would be a great representation for this assignment. 
From the earliest moments we can remember and record our history, there has always been art theft. Is it always just about objective value (money) or there is other motivation that make them to commit such a crime? 
 The works have been stolen in history all had different reasons to be stolen and circumstances. In our history, numerous artworks were stolen from various purposes like someone just simply desired for a masterpiece, sell it on the black market or cultural reasons to return the artwork in their home country.  In 1911, Vincenzo Perugia’s intention was to take back the Mona Lisa to Italy where it belongs to. Egypt has still similar intentions to claim back the Nefertiti Bust that was discovered by German archeologists and since the German government insisted that it is a German property rather than Egyptian. Countries pushes for return their artworks to origin countries nowadays. Number of countries lost their artworks they were destroyed or disappeared by fire, catastrophes during the war. 
Valuing art can be intangible or material. The artwork has no worth other than the value when we experience it.  As Matthew Kieran stated in Revealing art (2005), valuing art in terms of the experiences and depends on how and why we attend to and appreciate those features of the artwork. In his publications, we imagine an imaginary museum with a scaled room that only contains original works from Caravaggio, Picasso etc. They have never been seen before. If no one can experience them they could not have any value. It not means those artworks are not valuable rather than they are not able to appreciate it. If we look at the same painting in a complete different way, one day is overlooked and the next day it becomes one of the most expensive work, on the same canvas but it was perceived in a different way. 
Why some artworks become more interesting when we lost them? Did the Mona Lisa gain its iconic status only from being lost? When the painting was gone then came back people started to appreciate it from a different way. Original art work is precious. We have seen many reproductions of famous works as Mona Lisa, Van Gogh's Sunflowers but the original is intensified (Kieran:6). If we could see the copy of these works that were just as good as the originals would we be really missing out anything? 
In Revealing Art (2005) explains it’s about the artistic reason. It maybe has the exact look it won't be always the result what the artist aims for. The smoothness of the painted surfaces, the light, and shadows that the artist created in that very moment. 
What is the objective value of art? Artefacts work like magic. They have no practical purpose, but they become priceless to us. The value of worth depends on an entirely art history. Artists have been created something that we have never seen before and therefore we can never create another Picasso or Matisse.
1. [image: ]Leonardo Da Vinci – Mona Lisa
Mona Lisa is a 16th century oil painting which is the most famous and reproduced work in the history of painting. It is also known La Giocondo by Leonardo Da Vinci Italian artist who worked on and off on the painting (1503-19). The painting was hanging in French palaces, royal bathrooms for nearly 300 years then it found its permanent place in the 'Musee of Louvre' in Paris.  
The Mona Lisa painting was stolen in 1911 from the Louvre, Vincenzo Perugia walked out from the museum with the painting. When the artworks disappeared, the public went to see the empty space of the missing Mona Lisa. This absence caused a miraculous appearance of other works of art in the Louvre and to move the Modernist era (Leader, 2004). Modernist artists and writers created artworks about emptiness and the power of absence. The Mona Lisa has returned to the Louvre in 1913 and it has been protected with glass since 1960. Leonardo Da Vinci, Mona Lisa, 1503










2. Thomas Gainsborough – Portrait of Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire
[image: ]The portrait of Georgiana Cavendish created by Thomas Gainsborough, British painter in rococo style in 1787. The oil painting presents Georgiana, the fifth Duchess of Devonshire at age 28. The painting was in the possession of Chatsworth House until it disappeared in 1806. The painting kept reappear, in 1841 was sold to an art dealer then reappeared in the home of Mrs. Anne Maginnis. In 1876, Adam Worth stole it from the Agnew's Gallery in London. The painting is too famous, and it was impossible to sell. Worth kept the Duchess in a false-bottom of a trunk for a quarter of a century Worth carried on with the criminal life then when he released from prison he decided to give back the painting to Willian Agnew art dealer. In 1994, the Lady returned to Chatsworth House Trust. Thomas Gainsborough, Portrait of Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire, 1787

3. [image: ]The Bangwa Queen 
The Bangwa Queen was created by an artist in Bangwa Region of Cameroon in Africa. The figure is a female representation of dynamic, energetic rare African art. It has become iconic throughout history with its nature of the figure, rough finishes of the wood and with its asymmetric design which suggests it makes her the most priced pieces of iconographic African art. The queen was stolen from Cameroon by Gustave Conrau, German colonial explorer in the late 19th century and later bequeath to Museum fur Volkerkunde in Germany. It was sold on an auction then in 1990 it was bought by The Dapper Foundation. The calls for artefacts to return their home has gradually grown louder. Most countries have returned thousands of artworks in Europe to their home country stolen during war. However, in the case of Africa, European institutions not really unwilling to return their works. The Bangwa Queen, artist and exact date unknown

4. [image: ]Caravaggio – Nativity with St. Francis and St. Lawrence
Caravaggio's Nativity has been created in 1609, Palermo. The oil painting was a large altar piece and was large with actual measurements of 268 cm x 197 cm. The painting was stolen in 1969 from the Oratory in Palermo. The art work was cut out from the frame and was stolen by two thieves in the middle of the night. The Sicilian Mafia could be responsible for the crime and suspected it, but nobody knows who stole the painting. Rumors and several theories are going around about the disappearance such as it was hidden in a pig barn and burned and was targeted by the Mafia. Also, they believe the painting has never left Italy although the painting never to be seen again and never to be recovered. The painting valued $20 million, if was ever to be sold.  Caravaggio, Nativity with St. Francis and St. Lawrence, 1609


5. [image: ]The Nefertiti Bust 
The iconic Nefertiti Bust represents the wife of Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten. The Nefertiti Bust is one of the most controversial art object made of limestone coated in layers of painted stucco.  German archeologist, Ludwig Borchard discovered it in 1912 who misled the Egyptian authorities and was showing them the bust in poor light and lying about its condition. Egyptians and some artist believe they stole the bust. They believe that the bust should be Egyptian property and should return to Egypt at least on loan for display and this should be approved by the German government. Egypt has been calling for its return since 1930 unsuccessfully.  Nefertiti Bust is in Neues Museum, Berlin. The Nefertiti Bust, artist and exact date unknown


6. [image: ]Vincent Van Gogh – Poppy Flowers
The Poppy Flowers is not Vincent Van Gogh's most famous painting however it has been stolen twice throughout history from Cairo museum. The small oil on canvas was painted in 1887 when he was living with his brother. It is a post-impressionist piece with vibrant yellow flowers, red blooms in dark vase. 
First time it was stolen in 1977 and recovered 10 years later in Kuwait then second time, it was cut from its frame in 2010 and it is still missing. Why this painting keeps getting stolen? Possibly, stealing Van Gogh's Poppy Flowers for its value and for love (Moroney, 2013). If the painting is too well known it is difficult to sell illegally.  The Poppy Flowers is not the only painting was stolen from Van Gogh’s artworks likely to be targets. Van Gogh as a significant founder of the expressionism and his tragic life enhances his value to a collector. It is difficult to determine the value and set reward when the value is possibly more if it has been stolen. Vincent Van Gogh, Poppy Flowers, 1887

Poppy Flowers estimated worth is $50 million. 
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