                                                        Reflective essay – a rough guide! 
                                                        Golden rule: if you make a statement about something you did in your writing, back it up with a specific example or a relevant quote. 
                                                        Include a footnote when you mention a passage from a book or reference a website. Include again in the general bibliography.

                                                       Find a way in – some general thoughts for example about writing to a single focus and how it led on to your choice of topic, genre, and intended readership.
                                                       You could include some general reflections about research and your own writing process and topic preferences. Remember that exploring your own process is an initial form of research.
                                                       Give some literary context: which writers helped inspire your choices above and why. It doesn’t have to be exhaustive, but more than one. It may be you want to mention films/plays/pictures here as well.
                                                       What did you aim to achieve at the outset? Did that change as your research developed?
                                                       Tell us about your research – how, why, who, where, what. Again, you can be selective but don’t be thin here either and give specific examples. Discuss the pros and cons of your methodology.
                                                       Show how you moved from the research to the creative piece eg what elements of research seemed to have dramatic potential, what helped you create characters and build an imaginary world.
                                                       What did you discard, what keep and why? Did you fictionalise fact – how and why? 
                                                      How did you decide to tell the story/poem/non-fiction and why – this could cover things like plot, point of view, structure, poetic form, flash backs and forward, inter-textuality, closeness or distance from characters
                                                      language, tone and sentence structure, or line breaks. You don’t have to cover everything, but enough to show you’ve thought about how to craft the piece – and give examples!! 
                                                      In doing the above, show awareness of the characteristics of the genre of your piece. What decisions did you make to meet these characteristics? Be specific and give examples. You can be clever and refer to the         
                                                      observations and practice of other writers (like Helen does).
                                                     Give some examples of how you transformed the material of your research into things like dialogue, characters/character interaction, story world and sensory or concrete description. For example, did you include 
                                                     some judicious period details?
                                                     Mention any challenges you overcame and how.
                                                     Conclude by saying what you learnt in the above processes and where you’d like to go next with your writing. If you can, all the way through, refer now and then to things you learnt on the course.

                                                     
                                             
                                                        

                                                       

                                                       
