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On this assignment we are going to discuss a topic of great concern in society, that topic being “Serious Organised Crime”, the topic comprises also what leads to the formation of organized crime, whom it targets most, and also the creation of gangs in populated areas like London, Manchester Birmingham, Northern Ireland - Belfast, Wales, one of the key points to this topic to be discussed it’s going to be also the serious organised crime in UK, by discussing its history in UK and how it came to be a major problem in our society.
One needs to take a look around the fiction it has been created around serious organized crime in TV shows, or movies to understand the major impact it has on human mind, this leads us to learn that these criminal organizations are comprised of gangs ruling the poor urban areas of our society, in large communities notable for their reputation and the difficulty police has in dealing with people in these areas, scandals all over the media report the struggle common people have, and the sheer violence and intimidation it creates.
Sources claim that the statistics for serious organised crime in the year 2015-2016 was high with “4.500+ organised groups identified in UK” (Home Office, National Crime Agency, 2019)
But what is serious organised crime? How do we know the exact definition of serious organised crime? This source says that “SOC is criminal activity, coordinated and committed by people working individually or in groups” (UK Parliament, House of Lords Library, 2020), so according to the source how an individual can become a SOC itself? 
Well with our current digital era, hackers and scammers try to take money from victims by sending malicious content, selling content, or infiltrate in the victim’s computer or even pretending to be governmental services, this has been a major problem in our today’s society with for example being reported last year that “in mid-2022 alone, criminals stole 609.8 million pounds through scams this according to UK finance data” (Forbes Advisor, 2023), furthermore most the time though these people don’t act alone and have partnerships or part of a big organisation targeting people for financial gain.
Other thing worth mentioning is knowing where do these scam calls come from, for various reasons, common people living in poorly developed countries join these organisations and scam call centres, “India and Pakistan, two Asian countries are known for their well-organized call centres, Liberia and other African countries, or Russia and Ukraine that are known for fraudulent calls when it comes to adult content and money transfer scam” (Call Control, 2017).
Focusing also with the issues with serious organised crime, we also have seen an increase of gangs operating in large areas in capital cities like London, London is the capital business of the UK, and also the most populated city in the country, serious organized crime has been infiltrated in places like London for a long time before our modern times, we can date it back as much to the golden age of piracy to Victorian times and to our current times, in the Victorian times it is stated that the cause for this was “thanks to the industrialisation that saw massive expansion of cities and towns, with it disease and poverty and unemployment” in the same source it states that “children often had tough and dirty jobs. The Victorians sought to stop children from working and commit crime” (Reading Museum, Date Unknown), so we can establish that serious organized crime has been in this society since times gone by, we also can establish that causes for serious organized crime is poverty and unemployment. But one serious question remains, does poverty and unemployment stops people from joining criminal organisations? Well the logic according to the sources state exactly that with high levels of unemployment it creates poverty, affecting household incomes, so the criminal activity rises as the system does not favour individuals living in difficulty, in regards to youth unemployment it affects the most, making the youth becoming offenders from young age, but also incites them to vandalism and violence, a source about this goes about saying that “when individuals are unable to earn incomes legally to supply for their families, they may turn to criminal and violent activity, it is stated that unemployment was the main reason for their illegal involvement” (Borgen Magazine, 2017).
Manchester is another big city in UK, like London, the city also has its problems when it comes to crime. It is not known how certain how many gangs part of serious organized crime exists, but Manchester Police has reported in the past year shocking news (source in the reference list), “Organised crime group from Manchester was jailed for over 45 years for a conspiracy of supply drugs, money laundering, and for possession of firearms” (Greater Manchester Police, 2022).
Compared to countries like the United States, Russia Ukraine, or even in Europe Italy and Albania, or furthermore South American countries like Brazil Mexico or Colombia countries that are known worldwide for having large cases of serious organized crime, drugs, organ traffic , money laundering and firearms involved, the UK may not be at the same level, but it isn’t far from the truth that it has the same issues as the other countries described, upon reading articles like the source above we can understand that we as citizens living in UK are exposed to crime and to the exposure of anti-social behaviour, the youth is the most vulnerable group of people that suffer the most from the adult anti-social behaviour, also with digital era present in our society it exposes them more to fall prey to youth crime.
In various sources from media to social services to articles it seems great concern that when it comes to help young people, while some may have the lucky chance of getting help from social services and the benefits it brings, other large percentage of young people, away from the reality of what serious organized brings, are not so lucky, as it is easy to be lured to get extra money make part of a group or have get reputation, it is said that “ The West Midlands, which includes Birmingham, the second-most populous UK city, have recorded the highest number of youth knife crime deaths in 40 years, that being in 2018” (ResearchGate, 2020 / HM Government, 2018), Birmingham having its social problems is another city in UK affected by this problem, Birmingham being one of the key cities who saw the major impact of industrialization and factory labour in the Victorian times and early 1900’s, it is no secret that it has always been affected by crime, gangs organized in SOC’s.
The schemes to help young people also report this issue, “ a programme that has worked with several young people in cities like Glasgow are at risk of being involved in serious organised crime opens its doors in Edinburgh Newcastle and also Cardiff” (Action for Children, 2019), so knowing that in Scotland young people are at risk to be involved in serious organised crime we can also presume that in Wales with the schemes to help young people this leads us to analyse serious organised crime in Wales not just from young people but also in general.
Wales is a very rural country, but it’s key cities Swansea and Cardiff Newport and also rural parts like the valleys show also serious problems when it comes to organised crime, it is not also reported by the news but also from the Police who tackles serious organised crime daily, how we define organised crime comprised of gangs in Wales? The next source helps us understand what is going on in Wales when it comes to how organised Welsh gangs are, the source says that “in Wales gangs are defined as SOC’s where groups of criminals operate together for mutual protection and profit. Posing significant threat to public safety” (Historic Cornwall, 2022), we must bear in mind that this source is from last year December 2, 2022, this leads us to worry that in Wales society is becoming affected by gangs operating and growing up in a mutual and “fraternal” alliance to grow up as organised crime rivalling probably other serious organised crime groups across in England Scotland and Northern Ireland. For example, in the news last year it was reported a massive case of drug traffic in North Wales, BBC news states that a gang involved in 700,000 pounds in cocaine and heroin was jailed! (BBC news, 2022). 
Furthermore, we should take an example at crime statistics reported in Swansea, from South Wales official Police website, source in the reference list, states that just in Swansea centre 1321 crimes committed, (South Wales Police, March 2023), in all sort of crimes, it was reported in March 2023, so Wales even though a small country in UK like Northern Ireland compared to Scotland and England is as much affected by crime and serious organised crime as much as the two biggest countries, and what makes us realise is the fact that again Wales being a smaller country all Police forces are dealing daily with the risks that crime and serious organised crime bring.
Another sensible key point in serious organised crime, is discussing the Northern Ireland situation when it comes to violence and gangs operating in places like Belfast, South Armagh, Northern Ireland is where  historically the troubles most happen in UK, as it’s an unstable part of UK, where people are discontent over British rule and other people accept UK as the union between countries, this be the reason of causing division between people and also leading to serious organised crime, notably the IRA (Irish Republican Army) and the UVF (Ulster Volunteer Force), both declared terrorist organisations involved in criminal activity by the UK and Republic of Ireland.



Although to these days it isn’t as it used to be, like it was in the troubles, as other minor gangs have also taken place, the division between Catholic and Protestant and the involvement in serious organised crime is still quite active, the Northern Ireland Police describes that “serious organised crime has an impact in all levels, causing significant economic and societal harm. This sort of criminality is planned, co-ordinated, targets the most vulnerable is frequently motivated for financial gain.” (Police service in Northern Ireland, date unknown)
 In the Irish news it shows how groups like the IRA are still active to this day involved in criminal activity, Bimpe Archer from Irish news stated in 2019, that “there are 35 organised crime gangs in Belfast”, furthermore down in the article it says that “in North Belfast known as paramilitary gangs, includes other parts of Belfast, the New IRA” (Irish News, 2019), but also not failing to mention for example that it was reported by Stephen Dempster of BBC news, that in 2020 that there was an estimated 12,500 members of loyalist paramilitary groups in Northern Ireland (BBC news, 2020).
We can see that serious organised crime has a different impact in Northern Irish society, the goals are different, although it has been declared a ceasefire between these paramilitary groups since 2007, it is relevant to know that there is still violence and influence from the past influencing this present time, rivalries between these groups either operating against each other or operating to get their own gains, and then rise of other minor gangs, in this part of the UK it seems worrying that there is a high rate of serious organised crime going on.
To conclude this assignment , with several sources explaining what Is serious organised crime , some of these reports being from the respective Police of these parts of the UK, and everywhere, targeting both youth and adults because of social problems like lack of finance or unemployment, we can know what is really going on when it comes to this sort of criminal activity, as it takes place in people’s daily lives, with the Police and the National Crime Agency responsible to keep the public safe, the complexity and motivation of gangs to from in a SOC, is becoming more regular.
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