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Crime has had a massive impact on the UK over the recent years. In the year ending in September 2021 there was 5.8 million crimes in England and Wales which is a 2% increase compared to the previous year (Elkin 2022). This has had a massive impact on community’s and individuals because crime has risen over the last year meaning more crimes has been committed in areas that has affected communities and individuals, making it harder for people to do their daily tasks without being effected by crimes (Stripe 2022). Also making people terrified to go out into their community because of the rise of crimes happening in their area (Home Department 2004). Anti-social behaviour is the number one committed crime in the UK last year with over a million reports (Crime rate 2021). This shows that every city is getting effected by anti-social behaviour and its hard to deal with because so many crimes are being committed all over the Uk and the Police doesn’t have enough resources to deal with them all (Home office 2013). Covid has had a massive impact on ASB since 2020 with ASB decreasing by 26% in crime committed (Almeida 2020). This shows that because of COVID ASB crimes went down because a lot of young people wasn’t aloud out because of the virus so less crimes was being committed (Stripe 2020). Homicide has been a crime that has been on the decrease over recent years with a 12% decrease since 2020(Stripe 2022). This shows that the services have dealt with this crime more efficiently because less Homicide crimes are being committed in the UK. (National Statistics 2022). Victims get effected by Homicides the most because they lose loved ones of theirs which makes it hard for them to get over the crime that has been committed on their family or friend (HM Government 2018). Homicides has a massive impact on community’s also because if people in the community hear that a murder has been committed near them, they would be scared and anxious to go outside and if they had children, they would keep them in the household because it would be too dangerous for them to go outside with murders happening so close to their home (Home Office 2022). Homicides are usually done by people, who are in a highly stressed environment and Covid would’ve had massive impact on that because people would’ve got stressed with the pandemic going on and fitting it around their lively hoods which would’ve pushed some people over the edge into committing homicide crimes (Home Office 2020). This has been proven to be true by the national statistics that states that 594 homicides were committed in COVID and at the end of last year there was a 12% decrease in Homicides with 540 Homicides being committed (Stripe 2022). This shows that COVID has had a massive impact on Homicides in 2020 because its primarily due to people being stressed in Quarantined which lead to them committing a serious crime that they thought they wouldn’t be capable of doing in a normal stress-free environment (Stripe 2020). Cyber crime has also risen since COVID this is because a lot of business had to work at home because of the pandemic so criminals took advantage of this and hacked all business that clicked on their spam links on emails (Interpol 2020). One method they used was to hack into zoom and teams calls those businesses was using through the pandemic to get classified information on the business to hack into private information to take what they wanted and profit off it (GOV 2022). Four in ten business reported cyber-attacks happening to their business during covid and also 26% of charities in the UK was also hacked into to get information that they can sell on their organisations and businesses (Mori 2021). Hackers also targeted a hospital in Czech Republic where they hacked all their information on their hospital and had control over the electricals stopping patients getting the help needed (Europol 2020), The hospital had to shut down all their technology and also postpone any surgical operations because the hackers had control over the technology and this lead to everyone evacuating the hospital and patients getting sent to a local hospital (Europol 2020).Theft has had massive impact on society as a whole in the last year 1.9 million offences took place which made it one of the most committed crimes in the UK(Clark 2022). Theft has had a massive effect on the UK in recent years making community’s and individual fear to go out into their community if theft crimes has happened in their area (Home Office 2015). By theft happening in community, it disrupts social order and hinders community collaboration (CPS 2019). Identity theft was the most common crime used in Covid this was because scammers and hackers were getting peoples personal information to get money and goods using their identity (Metropolitan Police 2022). They did this by infiltrating peoples zoom and teams meeting and taking their identity to steal valuables from them (Cabinet Office 2021) and their companies their working for (HM revenue & Customs 2012). These effects individual and community’s a lot because their identity’s are getting taken from them which can lead the person indebt or even worse facing charges on times because people have been using their identity to cause crimes (Cabinet Office 2020), This happens because on times it’s hard for the person whose identity has been stolen to prove that it wasn’t them who committed the crime (CPS 2021).The main crime that will be discussed in this dissertation is Organised crime. This is a major issue in the UK because there are 5,500 active organised crime groups in the UK, with more than 37,000 people involved (HM department 2013). Organised crime is a planned and co-ordinated criminal behaviour, their motive is usually to get financial gain but that’s not always the case (CPS 2017). County lines is one of the main strategy and methods they use on a day to day basis (Public Health England 2021). County lines is where organised criminals are in a organised criminal network where the export illegal drugs to different areas in the UK (CPS 2017). One of the methods they use to exporting illegal drugs is by using burner phones this is where they use a phone that is untraceable so they can communicate to other organised criminals about where to transport the drugs (Taylor 2021). Gang rivalries have a massive danger when it comes to organised crime this is because a lot of gangs don’t get on with each other which leads to murders and territories getting overrun (CPS 2021). This has a massive effect on organised criminals because it stops them from selling their drugs in local communities with other gangs having different territories (Disley 2016). Most organised criminals stick to their own territory because it stops conflict going on with other gangs (Home Office 2016). This critical evaluation will take a logical and structured approach where I will discuss 3 objectives that are related to organised crime there are:
[bookmark: _Toc94620802]Objectives
· Why people join organised crimes 
· County lines 
· How services tackle organised crime 


Literature Review 

Why people join organised gangs 
Organised crime groups use a lot of different recruitment methods to get people to join their criminal organisation. These methods have been effective because a lot of people that have joined gangs have been children aged ten to fifteen years old (National statistics 2019). Poverty is a recruitment method used by gangs because its easier for gang members to recruit people in poverty because they will show them a large amount of money that they haven’t seen before to give the person that’s joining the gang false promises (Mayor of London 2019). Gang members would go into poverty areas and find people off the streets to join their gang (Mayor Of London 2019). The majority of time they would find children to join their gangs in the poverty areas and use them as “runners” this means that the children would do their dirty work for them while they stay out of trouble as the higher hierarchy(Home Office 2015).They would give the children orders where to transport the drugs and where to drop off the money made off the drugs and the children would stay in the trap where the majority of drugs are sold and made(London Government 2020). People also join gangs that are in poverty to support their family’s gang members would take advantage of this and promise the individual money to support his family which is true, but it would come at a high risk that could get the individuals life put at risk (Children’s commissioner 2021). Celebrity and Gang Influence has had a massive impact on people joining gangs this is because people will see videos online about their gang’s lifestyle and that will make the person intrigued in joining the gang because they want to be rich and famous like the gang members that they see online (Ministry Of Justice 2011). Also gang movies have a massive impact influence on people joining gangs, this is because the movies glamorize gangs and make the majority of them look good (Home Office 2020), which would make viewers interested in joining gangs to have that lifestyle (Home Office 2016). A company called death row records has glorified gang violence over the recent years (GOV 2021), this is because celebrities that are signed with this organisation are gang member, and they glorify gang culture in their music videos which would make people want to join gangs because they would see all their fame and money and would want that lifestyle for themselves (Parliament 2015). The people that would be influenced to join off celebrities’ videos the most is children this is because they’re young so they don’t know what’s right and what’s wrong so they would think its acceptable to join a gang at their age without knowing the dangers they would get themselves into (Children Commissioner 2017). The environment of where someone is living would have an influence on someone joining a gang because if they live in a town or county that is full of all different crimes they would revert to a gang(National Statistics 2021), this is because they would want to feel protected and they think their only option to be protected is to join a gang (Mayor Of London 2021).Gang members would use this as a method to join their gang this is because they would go up to individuals in high crime areas and offer them protection if they joined their gang, the majority of the time people will accept their offer because they would want to feel protected in their area rather than having fear when going outside(City of Westminster 2021). Gang member would also use a method called stalking this is where gang member would keep an eye on people to find out everything about them to recruit them to their gang (National Statistics 2018). They use the information they have found on the person to blackmail them to join their gang (NCA 2021). This method has worked for many gangs over the years recruiting 8.6 of people aged 10-15 years old (National Statistics 2019). Young people also feel peer pressured to join a gang this is because they feel it’s not enough support out there for them so they would join a gang to be a part of that community and not the odd one out being afraid every time they went outside (Home Office 2012).Also they would feel peer pressured into joining a gang because they want to fit in with other people in their community and on times their friends would’ve joined the gang in that area so they would also join because their friend have peer pressured them into joining(NSPCC 2022). Neglection is also a reason on why people join gangs this is because at home they don’t get the essential needs as a child (HM Government 2010) So they would join a gang because they have seen that people are making money in their area from gangs so they would join to get money to look after themselves (Youth.Gov 2012). They would also join a gang because if they have been neglected, they wouldn’t really have a family so they would join that group to become part of a family (HM Government 2015), a lot of gang members in the past have used this as a method because they would say to that child join us and become part of a family to make the child join their organisation which has been an effective strategy that has worked for gangs(Home Office 2018). Finally some children join gangs and then try to leave because its not for them but when a gang recognises that this is happening they will tell them to do one last job for them and get one of their gang members to steal their supplies off the kid(Children’s Commissioner 2019),then they would blame the child and tell them that they’re in debt with them and would have to do more jobs to pay off the debt(Local Government 2019).
	
County lines 
County lines has had a massive impact on everyone in the UK because the work that organised criminals carry out under county lines effects everyone and for years now it’s been a struggle for services to tackle county lines because so many people are involved in gangs with over 2,800 gangs in the UK alone which makes it hard for all services to tackle organised crimes (NCA). County lines is where organised criminal’s networks transport illegal drugs from one area to another by using dedicated mobile phone lines to discuss where they’re going to meet to sell the drugs (West Midlands Police 2021). Organised criminals have a lot of methods and strategies that they use to make sure they get as much profit and reputation as possible. Firstly, a method organised criminals use is to recruit girls and young women into their gang to carry out illegal activities for them, they do this by targeting houses, going to foster care places and supported housing and sell a lot of lies to the young individuals to recruit them into the gang, they also threaten the individuals to make them scared so they would join the gang as a coping mechanism (Sharman 2021). When the gangs recruit females they’re used to transport their drugs from one location to another they do this by giving them a bag pack full of drugs and go on public transport to another city to drop off the drugs to a distributor in that area (Ministry of justice 2019). The gangs would use their burner phones to let the distributor know that the person is on their way with the drugs and where they’re going to drop off the drugs (CPS 2021). They also use young women and child’s as modern slavery they would get them individuals to do everything for their organisation if they didn’t comply with what the gang was telling them to do they would get raped, beaten, Starved or humiliated (Safeguarding Network 2022). The gang’s strategy is to give the young individuals false promises and then use them as slaves to do all their dirty work for them (Staff 2019). Gangs around the UK would get their reputation up with other gangs in the area by offering female children to the other gang as a gift of respect. They then would have a good relationship with each other while the young child has to go through pain and suffering because most of the time when a child gets offered as a gift the criminals would rape the individual multiple times a day and use them as a sex slave for their organisation (CPS 2021).These female Children would be traumatised for the rest of their lives from the actions that have been committed on them and the things that young individual has seen, at this point its very hard for female children to leave the gang because they would be brainwashed by the criminals and they would be going through so much pain and suffering which would lead to them giving up(NCA 2021). Organised criminals would also use their methods to transport drugs by using children as runners this is where they get the children to transport their drugs for them so they can profit(Safeguarding Children 2020). These individuals wouldn’t get paid much money for the sacrifice that they’re making but because they’re so young they think the money they’re getting is a lot of money for the jobs they have to do in that gang (Home Office 2020). Other roles runners have in gangs are that they will sell drugs in the local area. The gang members do this because they don’t want their older members to get arrested so they put children on the street to sell drugs to minimise the risk of older members of the gang getting arrested (West Midlands Police 2021). Organised criminals also keep the children in “trap houses” these places are where the drugs are made and sold and also this is where the runners would bring their profits for the day to the youngers which are people that are higher up than the runners that give orders and have a level of authority over the Children (Department Of Education 2021). Debt bondage is a method used by organised criminals when the people in the gang are carrying out county lines activity’s (NGG 2020), Debt bondage is when a person is forced to work to pay off a debt (HM Government 2020). In some scenarios runners would lose products and money so the valuables that they have lost will have to be repaid to the gang or they will be hurt or killed, but on most occasions the gang members would set up a plan where they would make sure that their own drugs or money would get stolen by their own gang member so they can trick the individual into losing his valuables to keep them in the gang intill they repaid their debts off which would take years to repay(CPS 2020). Cuckooing is also a method used in county lines this is used when gangs want to expand their operations into smaller towns, this is where gangs would take over a tenant’s house and use it as their trap house to store and sell their drugs (Safeguarding Adults Board 2020). Most of the time the people that gangs target are unable to protect themselves , they would take over their house by threating the individual to make them fear the gang and give up their home so they can make it into a trap house(Greater Manchester Police 2022), they would also offer drugs to the person in exchanged to use that person house this has been their most successful strategy because if they keep giving “free” drugs to an addict to use their home as a trap house,  the person would keep getting addicted to drugs and would always want them so the gang members would be in control of that situation and could stay in that house intill they want to relocate(Dyfed-Powys Police 2021).Plugging is also a method used in county lines by organised criminals this has been effective for organised criminals because they can transport their drugs without detection(NCA 2017).Plugging in county lines is where gang members hide packages of drugs inside a bodily orifice ,This means that they would wrap up packages of drugs and conceal them in a condom and lubricant and insert it inside themselves to avoid detection from police officers(CPS 2022). This strategy has made it hard for police officers to deal with because under section 152 of the criminal justice Act 1988 police officers need a warrant for further detention (Legislation 1988) so on times when officers need to get a warrant to search a gang member in custody times runes out so they have to release the gang member(CPS 2021) , Also if Police officer stops a gang member they can only do a pat down and most of the time they hide the drugs inside them so police officer wouldn’t even know about them hiding them (HM Government 2016).The majority of the time when gang member get released from the stop and search  they  would move the drugs to a different place which would be untraceable so officers couldn’t find it(CPS 2021). County lines work has a massive problem with crimes being committed when gangs members transport their drugs, this is because if other organised gangs don’t have the same supplier it leads to conflict between the gangs because suppliers don’t like competition so if its more than one supplier in a area they will tell the gang members to get rid of them which would start a gang war(Public Health England 2021). When gang wars are going on in community’s a lot of people get effected by this an example of this is that from January the 12th to January the 18th 8151 people was effected by organised crimes activity’s in their area(Mayor of London 2022).Knife crime is a massive problem in The UK with gang members, this is because they use weapons to hurt individuals, knifes are the number one highest used weapon by gang members because they’re very accessible to get and do a lot of damage which is what gang member want the outcome to be with they’re using a knife(CPS 2022). Kidnapping is another crime that organised criminals commit when using county lines this is because they would kidnap rival’s gang’s leaders to make a deal with the rival gang about the territory, they can take over so they can transport their drugs to more locations to maker more money and keep their supplier happy (Law Commission 2014).


 How services tackle organised crime 
Services have tried many strategies over the years to tackle organised crime which has been effective to an extent because a lot of arrests has been made to slow down organised gangs in the UK. Firstly, services have been using a method to protect vulnerable locations this would include care homes and orphanage. They have done this by getting the Department of Health involved to reinforce their role in safeguarding to make sure that vulnerable people are not prone to organised criminals taking advantage of them and recruiting them into their gang (HM Government 2016). Another method services has been using is the national knife crime operation this is where they get a specialised team to use their methods to deal with knife crime in the UK (NPCC 2021).In the UK ending in 2021 there was 41,000 offences involving knife crime(Allen, Harding 2021),this has been a massive problem for police to deal with but they have been more effective recently because they have put police officers on the frontline patrolling areas mainly in London to stop knife crime this has been effective because more than 2000 arrests has been made by police officers using their knife crime operation strategy which has slowed down business for the county lines operation(NPCC 2020). Lives not knives is also a strategy that services has used to stop organised crime. Lives not knives is a charity organisation that is funded by the government to tackle knife crime all over the UK (Home Office 2022). They do this by getting youth support workers in to educate people on why organised crime is bad and why you shouldn’t go down that path in life(Lancashire County Council 2022) , also they get old gang members to come in that has changed and they would give their life story on organised crime about why it’s a danger and why you shouldn’t keep participating in organised crime and from this the majority of the time this would stop the individual from joining the gang or leaving the gang (Home Office 2011).Lives not Knives also got a funding off the government in 2019 to increase their resources and training team so they can tackle knife crime more effectively. They got a donation of £30,000 off the government this would be effective to stopping organised crime because they can put that money into resources to tackle gangs and knife crime more effectively which will help organised crimes going down in the UK (Home Office 2019).Lives not knives also use advertisement as a strategy to tackle organisations, they do this by putting their campaign about lives and not knives all over the Uk so people know there is support out there for them if they’re getting targeted by gangs or are already in a gang and looking for a way out. All services have been tackling organised crime for years and on Monday the 20th of September 2020 the National crime agency that lead the operation instructed for police officers to go up and down the country to tackle county lines (HMICFRS 2020). This was successful because they made 40 arrests that week with police officers executing 31 search warrants across Leicester and carrying out a number of stops and searches in hotspots in Leicester. With the 40 arrests made 15 people was released under investigation (Leicestershire Police 2020).
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-office-announces-a-new-social-media-hub-to-tackle-gang-related-online-content
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Research methods 

Introduction 
In the previous chapter I evaluated a different range of topics in organised crime. firstly, the first topic talked about was why people join organised gangs. Then County lines was assessed talking about a wide range of different methods used in county lines and what methods organised criminals do to make their gang successful, then Services was accessed on what they’re doing to tackle county lines and organised criminals.
In the research method I have chosen an appropriate step by step research approach off the public views and opinions on organised crime and if services are doing enough to tackle organised crimes and gangs in the UK. The research onion was created by Saunders et al., 2019. It was created by Saunders; he created the research onion because it describes different research methods and decisions used when developing a research methodology. This will be a benefit for the dissertation because when you work from the outside of the research onion to the inside of it , the person will face a range of different choices that will progress from high level and philosophical to a tactical and practical in nature(Saunders 2016).In this research method I will be doing be creating an online questionnaire and I will look at the research onion and pick the relevant approaches for my questionnaire to give the public a better understanding on the questions presented to them to make the questionnaire quick and efficient. 


Research onion 
The methodology in the research onion defines the method and approach needed to be carried out in the research onion. Analysis of the methodology is important because it goes into a lot of detail on the research and theories that need to be used in the research part. The research onion has a lot of layers and stages to it this is because it has a lot of options for the researcher to make sure that they have the most effective methodology for their best outcome for what their researching. The scientific approach of the research onion was suggested to be used by Saunders this is because he thinks that this research onion is effective for a lot of researchers because they can choose what is effective for their research (Saunders 2020).
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Techniques and procedures Data Collection 
[bookmark: _Toc94620812]The researcher has decided to do an online questionnaire as their primary research this is because it’s easy to access and makes it easier to get results off people because technology has evolved and a lot of people prefer to do questionnaire online instead of in person, also if it wasn’t an online questionnaire, it would take a lot longer to get the results that they need. The advantage of the online questionnaire is that its classified information so the participant doesn’t have to worry about their identity being found by doing the questionnaire, they can answer the questionnaire freely and with their own opinion without worrying about people knowing who they’re. Another advantage of the online questionnaire is that the researcher can have a wide audience of people and it’s doesn’t matter on their gender, ethnicity, disability’s and religion, this is a advantage for the researcher because he can get so many different opinions from all different backgrounds of people which will make the questionnaire have a better perspective on organised crime. Another advantage of the questionnaire is that the participants for the questionnaire are unlimited so the more people answering it the better it is for the researcher because he will have a lot of different information about his questionnaire which will help them a lot when analysing the data. A disadvantage to the questionnaire is dishonest answers. This is because the researcher has made the questionnaire anonymous so some people will put dishonest answers down because the researcher wont find out who has put down dishonest answers to the questions. Also, another disadvantage of the questionnaire is that people can leave questions unanswered which will make it hard for the researcher to analyse the questions later on.

Choices Mixed Methods
Polit & Beck 2004 states frameworks could assist navigation in mixed methods studies consisting of concurrent or sequential investigations(Scientific researcher 2018).The researcher has decided to do Mixed methods approach when doing the questionnaire because people that are answering the questionnaire can say their opinion on organised crime in a more effective way when having multiple choice answers this is because there are more choices to pick from which will make the participant morale boost because they can have more of a say on organised crime. The advantages of mixed methods is the researcher will have more date to analyse and take away from the questionnaire which will give a better overview on organised crime as a whole. Also, another advantage is that Validity is increased because Quantitative and qualitative questions and answers are used. Another advantage is that because the researcher is using qualitative method of research the data will see patterns and changes because there are more choices to pick on the answers (UK Health Security Agency 2020)

Time horizons Cross-sectional 
The researcher has chosen time horizon because it’s the time it takes to carry out information and gather data from an individual or subject. Cross-sectional was chosen in the inner layer of the research onion because its time effective which is good for this topic, it can also gather more data if need in the future which makes data analysis for the researcher more effective. Organised crime has affected a lot of people in the UK and the researcher has taken that into consideration because if a participate see a question that they feel unsure about because they have been a victim of organised crime before the researcher wont force anyone to answer the questions so they can skip that question and the researcher would gather an overall opinion from all participants on what they think about organised crime. An advantage of cross-sectional is that it doesn’t require a lot of time which is good when you have a set date to finish assessment. It also contains multiple variable at a time so you can have a lot of data from all various types of research which would make the researcher have a better understanding on what the participants thought about organised crime(Rivers 2021).

Conclusion 
The research onion has many layers to it and in them layers the researchers has chosen time horizon cross-sectional, Techniques and procedures Data Collection and Choices mixed methods which will be used when creating the questionnaire , this is because the researchers with take in the limitations they have when creating the questionnaire to make sure that every participant that is answering it can answer it they way they want to with multiple choice question and to make sure that the questions don’t effect the participants but if they do they can skip the question.


Findings 

Introduction 
From the questionnaire answered there was 103 participants that answered the questionnaire at the best of their ability. With this many people answering the questionnaire it will give the organised topic a fairly accurate representative on what the public think of organised crime in the UK. It will also give the researcher a good understanding on data analysis because they have used a method called statistical analysis to gather all the data from the questionnaire (Government Analysis function 2021) and make pie charts and bar charts to give the reader a good understanding on what the results show from the questionnaire. The questionnaire started off with a consent form to answer if they consent or not. This is important to have in a questionnaire because you have to make people aware that the answers, they put in are anonymous because the majority of people don’t want their data shared everywhere so putting a clarification form at the start of the questionnaire stating that their information is only going to be used for university will make the participants happy to answer the questionnaire because they don’t have to worry about their information being shared everywhere. Everyone consented at the start of the questionnaire, so they were happy for their information to be shared to the university.


Question 1 
Gender was the first question asked, this is a good question to start off with because it opens up the questionnaire and whatever results you get for male, female and other it will give the researcher a good understanding on future questions on why the participant has that opinion. On times Male, Female and others have different opinions and a different perspective on organised crime. In the questionnaire 69.9% of people was male. 30.1% of people was Female and no one was other. From these results you can see that this survey has more male participants than Female.

Question 2
What is your age is an important question to ask in a questionnaire because the researcher can get a good understanding on the age of their audience when they answer the questionnaire. This is a positive for questionnaire because it on time the older generation has had more life experiences so they would be more knowledgeable which would benefit the questionnaire results. In this question 58.3% of people was aged 18-25, 19.4% of people was aged 26-39, 14.6% of people was aged 40-59 and 7.8% of people was aged 60 and above. This shows in the questionnaire that the largest audience of participants that answered the questionnaire are aged 18-25 which can change the results in the questionnaire if they weren’t very knowledgeable on organised crime in the UK.

[bookmark: _Toc94620813][image: ]Question 3








From the results above it shows that 54.4% of people know what organised crime is this is a surprise because when the news report on organised crime they usually report on methods and strategies that gang members use and they rarely mention organised crime, so the majority of people think that organised crime and gangs are different. The 54.4 % of people may know what organised crime is because organised crime has risen by 27% in the UK which shows that its getting worse so more publicity is being shown on organised crime because more crimes are happening in the UK (Home Office 2013), So this could be why 54.4% of people know what organised crime is. In the literature review celebrity influence was mentioned about organised crime which could be the reason why so many people knew what organised crime is. This is because in some celebrity’s music videos, they shows off their life as a gang member (Home Office 2018) and a lot of the younger generation are into that music genre which is shown in the question 2 where 58.3% of the participants was aged 18-25, so that could be the reason why some of the 54.4% of people knew what organised crime is. It also shows above that 27.2% maybe knows what organised crimes is, this indicates that they have heard of the word organised crime before, but they haven’t got enough knowledge on the topic to confidently say they understand it. Finally, 18.4% of people didn’t know what organised crime is this shows that they have never heard of the word before which is totally normal because the media and government doesn’t usually talk about organised crime as a whole, they usually talk about sections inside organised crime like gang violence in the UK and drugs being sold and transported (Mayor Of London 2019).

Question 4
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From the results it shows that 84.5% of people haven’t been a Victim of organised crime this could be because they live in an area that’s not affected by organised crime or they haven’t yet been a victim of organised crime. 7.8% of people said that they have been a victim of organised crime this was a surprise because 7.8% of people are a victim of organised crime and that is a large percentage, so it shows that organised crime is on the rise because a lot more people have been effected by organised crime over recent years (NCA 2018) and this is shown by the questionnaire results. Victims was also mentioned in the literature as a method used by organised criminals to use them as their runners to do their dirty work for them. Finally, 7.8% of people preferred not to say if they was a victim of organised crime this indicates they have been a victim and they’re not comfortable to answer yes on the questionnaire, or it could mean that someone in their family has been a victim of organised crime so that questions brings back bad memories so they would rather not answer the question.


Question 5



[image: ]

From the results above it shows that 62.1% of people believe that organised crime has had a massive effect on public services. This has been a problem for years now because services have to come up with new strategies and methods to counter organised crime because gangs and organised criminals keep evolving and its hard for services to keep up with organised crime (CPS 2022). So, this could be a reason why 62.1% of people think organised crime has effected public services. 10.7% of people was not sure if organised crime has effected public services and 27.2% of people think that organised crime has effected public services over recent years. This could be because them participants think that public services have control over organised criminals.

Question 6
[image: ]
From the results above 99 people responded to this question. 61.6% of people said that services haven’t done enough to tackle organised crime. They probably think this because methods like county lines are increasing and getting more dangerous every year which is making it harder for services to deal with organised crime (Havard 2022). Also, methods have been changing in organised crime making drugs harder to find on criminals because they have changed their approach on exporting drugs which has been mentioned in the literature review, so this could be another reason why 61.6% of people think services haven’t done enough to tackle organised crime. Finally, another reason why 61%6% of people think services haven’t done enough to tackle organised crime is because media always talks negatively on service (Perry 2018), so this can have an influence on the participants decision when answering this question.38.4% of people think that services has done enough to tackle organised crime , they would think this because a lot of government websites put a lot of articles and updates out online for the public to see the progress they have made on countering organised crime(Mayor Of London 2018), which could be a reason why 38.4% of people think that services has done enough to counter organised crime.
Question 7 
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From the results above it shows that 68% of people think that organised crime will expand their activity’s. The participants would think this because in the literature review methods used by organised criminals was mentioned and these organised criminals come up with smarter and more efficient methods each year which will help them expanded their activities in the future (National audit office 2019). 32 % of people think that organised crime will be stopped in this century they would think this because the police have received 1.1 billion to counter crime in the UK (Home Office 2021) which includes organised crime.



Question 8
Polit& Beck 2004 was used in question 8 this is because its important to give the participants their own opinion on organised crime in London because they deserve to say what they think is the problem. mixed methods were used to make sure that participants had their opinion on why they thought organised crime is a massive problem in London. There was 103 responses with a variety of different answers but the most common answer was gangs having too much control in rural and city areas in London.



[image: ]Question 9







From the results above it shows that 49.5% of people think that gang members come from poverty. They would think this because a lot of gang members are brought up in poverty areas which would affect them when they grow up because they will be around people that are involved in criminal activity which will increase their chances of joining the gang. 22.3% of people said that they’re not sure if gang members grow up in a poverty background this is because a lot of media outlets don’t talk about gang poverty so it wouldn’t have a impact on the participants vote. 28.2% of the participants think that gang members don’t come from a poverty background. They would think this because some movies and tv shows glamorise gang violence and show the gang members coming wealthy backgrounds so this could have a influence on the 28.2% of participants in the questionnaire.

Question 10 
[image: ]
From the results above 81.8% of people said that they believe that drugs and weapons are becoming a major problem in the UK this is because over recent years drugs and weapons in the UK has risen this is because they have come up with better strategies to transport their drugs safely and also to import illegal guns into the UK (UK Health Security Agency 2017). 18.4% of people thought that drugs and weapons are not a problem in UK because some people think that drugs are used for recreational use and also some people think that public services have weapons imports under control.

[image: ]Question 11









From the results above it shows that 54.4% of people didn’t know what county lines is. They wouldn’t know what it is because a lot of media outlets online don’t talk about county lines methods, they talk about gang culture and problems with gangs in London so county lines doesn’t get mentioned as much as it should be. 45.6% of people said they know what county lines this is because more organisations are advertising county lines preventions to help victims out that has been effected by this organised crime method used

Question 12 
[image: ]
From the results above it shows that 71.8% of people think that vulnerable people get effected by county lines. This is because over recent years vulnerable people has been effected by county lines because they’re an easier target for organised criminals to join their gang because their vulnerable so it would be easier for gang members to miniplate them (NCA 2018). Also the 71.8% of people think that vulnerable people get effected by county lines because it has been rising over the recent years with more vulnerable people getting targeted and this was proven recently where police officers collaborated with other services to tackle down on county lines this was effective for them as they arrested over 1000 people and safeguarded 671 vulnerable people (NPCC 2022), so this shows that vulnerable people are getting effected by county lines. 28.2% of people think vulnerable people are not getting effected by county lines. They would think this because police officers are using new methods to tackle organised crime (Home Office 2009), which could be a reason why the 28.2% of participants think vulnerable people are not getting effected.


[image: ]Question 13







From the results above shows that 54.4% think that Police haven’t got organised crime under control this is because more organised crimes are happening every year and because of budget cuts to the police forces over recent years (Home Office 2020), so they haven’t got enough resources to keep organised crime in control. Also, with organised crime methods getting smarter and more effective over the recent years, with the budget cuts to the police it has made it harder for them to counter their new methods they use. 27.2% of people are not sure if police officers have control over organised crime this is because government websites wont put articles out saying they haven’t got control over organised crime because it would put the public in panic and fear so the majority of people that don’t research much on organised crime wouldn’t know if the police have control over it. Finally, 18.4% of people think that police officers have control over organised crime because since 2022 the government has funded the police service £550,000,000 which would benefit the police services in the UK because they can spend their budget on resources to keep organised crime in control (Home Office 2021).

Conclusion 
In conclusion this dissertation has looked at different strategies and methods that organised criminals use. Also, why people join gangs and what services has done to tackle organised crime. In the introduction crime was talked about in general this is because it gets the reader intrigued in the topic. One of the crimes talked about in the introduction was cyber crime this was a massive crime that increased substantially in COVID because a lot of business and people was using teams and zoom to communicate and hackers took advantage of this and when they went on to calls hackers would join the calls and take all their personal details to sell to people over shores to commit identity theft crimes(National Cyber Security Centre 2020).The literature review was discussing what organised crime is , why people joined the organised group and what services in the UK and internationally was doing to tackle it. County lines was one of the methods that organised criminals used this is where they would target vulnerable individuals to be runners for their criminal organisation to transport drugs and other narcotics (South Wales Police 2022). Another method organised criminals use is cuckooing this is where organised criminals and gangs went to rural areas to transport their drugs this has been effective for them because they can transport their drugs without a lot of detection. Gang members also use different methods to recruit people in their gang an example of this is that they would promise the individual protection and when they join their organised group, they wont have much protection at all because the individual would be on the front line doing all the dirty business for the gang members (Children’s commissioner 2019). Services have used a lot of different methods to tackle organised crime one of the methods they used was safeguarding vulnerable people they did this by getting the department of health involved to make sure that care homes and orphanages was protected from organised criminals. They did this by adding more security checks in place to make sure that care homes and orphanages had strict security to make sure organised criminals didn’t take advantage of the vulnerable people that live in them places to recruit them to transport their drugs (The Children’s society 2019). In the research method there is a research onion that was created by Saunders it was created to describe different research methods and decisions used when developing a research methodology. The 3 choices that was picked to help the questionnaire out was Techniques and procedures Data collection this is where the researcher decides to pick an online questionnaire because it is easier for participants to get access to. Secondly Choices Mixed methods was chosen this is when participants have a multiple choice answers which they can choose from, also opinions questions are used in choice mixed methods because participants have the chance to give their own opinion on a question getting asked. Finally, the last research method talked about was Time Horizons cross-sectional this is where it saves time for the researcher which is effective when doing a dissertation in a time frame, also this research method lets the researcher gather more data which can be used for evaluation and analysis at a later date. In the findings part 103 participants answered the questionnaire this will give the researcher and the reader a good understanding on what a wide range of people think about organised crime and services in the UK. The questionnaire had 13 questions which was answered to the best of the participants ability. At the start of the questionnaire there was a consent form this is important to have in a questionnaire because its important to make the participants aware that their data will only be shared to university staff. This will give the participants closure that their data will mostly be anonymous. One of the questions that was a surprise was that 54.4% of people knew what organised crime is. This was a surprise because a lot of media outlets don’t talk about organised crime they usually talk about methods and strategies organised criminals use. Gang violence is an example of this because a lot of media outlets focus on gangs and crimes they commit in the UK, and rarely mention about organised crime that gangs are a part of (Home Office 2019). So in conclusion organised crime is on the rise with services in the UK struggling to deal with it , making community’s and counties in the UK a lot more dangerous to go to because of the influence that organised crimes has on them areas.
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