The authority of the Prophet is only limited to doctrinal affairs and the matters of worship, as far as worldly affairs are concerned; they are not governed by prophetic authority.
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The Quran asserts that one must obey both the Prophet and God. From the verses of the Quran, it is evident that the mission of the Prophet is to guide the people and deliver the proclamation of the religion. The authority of the Prophet is considered by Muslims to be of utmost importance after the word of God. Therefore, it overlaps into worldly concerns as matters of faith influence the outlook of an individual and their moral ethics. This essay will explore the significance of the Prophetic authority in both doctrinal and worldly affairs. 

Prophetic authority concerning matters of both doctrine and worldly is asserted in the Quran. For instance, the Sura-al Shams highlights the importance of following the authority of the Prophet, which tells the story of the people of the Thamud civilisation. They disobeyed Prophet Salmund by rejecting his words as the messenger, thus rejecting the words of God, consequently bringing destruction upon themselves[footnoteRef:1]. Sells states that this serves as the perfect example which asserts the importance of following Prophetic authority, as it depicts the fate of those who do not heed the Prophet.  [1:  Sells, 2007:85] 


With the establishment of the importance of the Prophetic authority, it becomes essential to look to the Prophets for guidance, as it is evident from the story that they deliver the word of God. The authority of the Prophet as all-encompassing in the matters of authority is established and justified throughout the Quran as he was elected by God to be his Messenger. Madani references two types of revelations to the Prophet as the Messenger of God; the spoken and the unspoken. The spoken revelations are words of recorded in the Quran, and unspoken revelations are used by the Prophet to teach the ways of Islam[footnoteRef:2], which is known as the hadith. The sole role of the prophet is reflected in the Quran as it states: [2:  Madani, 2010:3] 


“Obey God, obey the Messenger, and always be on your guard: if you pay no heed, bear in mind that the sole duty of Our Messenger is to deliver the message clearly” [verse 5:92]

In this statement, the Prophet is made the highest authority within Islam after God. It has been interpreted by Seyyed Nasar to mean that the Prophet was not sent to the people with the intention of becoming a leader, but only to deliver the word of God[footnoteRef:3]. The hadiths are perceived as non-textual revelations which are authorised by God as a method of further understanding the Quran[footnoteRef:4]. In light of this, the authority of the Prophet is limited to the doctrine.  [3:  Nassar, 2015:323]  [4:  Inam, 2013:72] 


However, the non-written revelations, which are known as the hadith and sunnah concern worldly affairs and have been developed into legal affairs as a result of his teachings. Muslims look toward the Prophet as being an exemplar, who they attempt to emulate[footnoteRef:5]. However, Brown notes that Muslims only regarded the authority of the Prophets after he was declared as the Messenger of God[footnoteRef:6]. Therefore, the documentation of hadiths and their preservation since his ascent demonstrate the significant role that the hadiths had on sculpting the lives of Muslims. For example, one hadith which pertains to strictly worldly matters is recorded by Bukhari, which details the treatment of wild or unruly animals that are to be euthanised in a specific way which prohibits killing them with teeth or fingernail[footnoteRef:7]. This indicates that many of the hadiths concerned worldly affairs. Therefore, the hadith and sunnah are used as guiding means for how Muslims should practice their faith which is not limited to doctrine affairs[footnoteRef:8]. [5:  Imtiyaz, 2019:522]  [6:  Brown, 2009:11]  [7:  Bukhari 46.678]  [8:  Karagözoğlu, 2018:49] 

The authority of the Prophet is established by the Quran for all generations of Muslims to come. The Quran states:

“O those who believe, respond to the call of Allah and His Messenger when he calls you for what gives you life” [verse 8:24]

From this statement, it is evident that doctrinal affairs and worldly affairs in Islam go hand in hand, as it is talks about life. The Quran mentions specific injunctions about sale, mortgage, purchase loans, political affairs, problems of war and peace and other aspects of international relations[footnoteRef:9]. Moreover, the hadith of the Prophet also deals with social, political and economic problems as the Messenger of God. Therefore, as Taqī ʻUs̲mānī argues, it is a misconception that Islam is a religion restricted to doctrinal affairs and worshipping rituals, but it is rather a complete way of life as it also deals with worldly affairs of the human life[footnoteRef:10]. [9:  Usmani, 2004:69]  [10:  Usmani, 2004:68] 

A famous hadith from the prophet concerning worldly affairs as recorded by Imam Malik’s Muwatta states:
 
“"If you hear that a land has a plague in it, do not go forward to it. If it comes upon a land which you are in, do not depart in flight from it[footnoteRef:11]." [11:  Malik, 45.24] 


This hadith concerns worldly affairs as it is a guidance on what to do in the event of an infectious outbreak of a disease. This hadith was used in the cancellation of Umrah, and the postponing of Hajj in 2020[footnoteRef:12]. Moreover, it shows that matters of worldly concern such as the pandemic affecting pilgrims overlaps and can also affect the doctrine. This example shows how the authority of the Prophet is not simply limited to matters of doctrine. [12:  BBC 2020] 


The authority of the Prophet is undeniably of great importance in Islam. The Quran, the direct words of God, state that the role of the Prophet was to deliver these words to the people and guide them. Thus, this gives the highest authority in Islam to the Prophet, as he is chosen as the Messenger of God. The revelations made to the Prophet serve to encompass all aspects of life, which are intended to be timeless in their relevance. The hadith and sunnah are used as guidance by Muslims, which are words and actions of the Prophet, which strengthen the Quran. Therefore, it is evident that in order to truly embrace Islam, one must follow the guidance of the Prophet in all matters. For that reason, it can be argued that the Prophetic authority is not only limited to the doctrinal affairs, as worldly affairs often necessitate and come together with the doctrinal, to show that Islam is a way of life.
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