In this scenario, the offence that has been committed is GBH. This offence falls under the Offence against the Person Act 1861 under (Section 18 OAPA 1861). According to the Crown Prosecution Service [CPS] (2022) They state that when in court the main aggravating factor that should be acknowledged and applied by the court for one of the following offences is the Wounding with the intent to cause GBH Act 1861. (Section 18 OAPA 1861).
According to BSB Solicitors (2023) they state that “GBH or grievous bodily harm is really serious bodily harm is so would include broken limbs for example, and it can also include psychiatric injury” this informs that there are several types of GBH, and it is not just defined as physical harm on another person. The name, act, and year of this type of offence falls under section 18 and 20 of the Offences Against a Person act (1861).
The defendant meets both they actus reus and men's rea of the offence as it states that the defendant had been married to their partner for 15 years and had recently been dealing with marital problems for some time in their relationship with the partner and the defendant meets the actus reus as they grabbed a kitchen knife and physically stabbed the partner in the chest causing them serious injuries. The defendant meets the men's rea of the offence as they were arguing with their partner over the partners drinking problems and neglect of their relationship which sparked a heated argument which resulted in the partner admitting to having an affair with a co-worker and this led to the defendant getting extremely overwhelmed with anger and sadness stabbing their partner, this shows that the men's rea of the offence being an overwhelmed feeling of anger and sadness which led to the fatal stabbing taking place. The key elements and factors that establish liability is that the defendant stabbed their partner in the chest out of sadness and anger and caused serious injuries, and in court the judges will determine who should be held liable for the harm caused to the other person, so the defendant will wait to be labelled as guilty or not guilty in court for the stabbing on their partner and will wait and see if they are to be held liable for the offence that was committed or found not guilty and not liable for this offence and legal principles play a massive factor in these types of cases as in court legal principles make sure that justice is upheld and guarantees fairness in trials and judicial decisions and it helps play a part in court cases to determine if the defendant should be established as liable or not liable for the stabbing that was committed whilst also making sure that justice is being upheld and that the trail is a fair trial and that judicial decisions are fair and non-biased outcomes take place. An example is Automatism when the defendant is conscious as Isitt 1978 states when the defendant acts in a way they would not normally act but retains control they cannot rely on the defense, this relates to the defendant as although they were acting in a way they would not normally act, they were still in control of what they were doing and they were conscious and aware of what was going at the time of committing the crime so this would have been a factor in establishing liability. 
[bookmark: _Int_fy0V6ai4]An example of a case establishing liability is R V J, this was where a defendant was charged with attempted murder and GBH for firing into a busy hairdressers, wounding a bystander and this led the defendant to being held liable for the crime and they would have had to go to court and be sentenced to jail-time by a judge and made to take responsibility for their actions and be held liable. This case relates to the scenario question because they are both GBH based cases and both defendants would have had to take responsibility and be held liable for the crimes they committed. Another example of a case is DPP V Smith, this was a case where Smith was ordered by a Police Constable to stop his car which contained stolen goods and he accelerated instead with the Police Officer jumping on his car in an attempt to stop him leading to the Officer falling off and getting hit by an oncoming car leading to the death of they officer as Smith violently swerved the car before flying off leading to the death of they Officer. This was a case establishing liability as although Smith claimed that he did not have they intention on killing the Officer or causing GBH and tried to defend his actions, in court he would have been responsible and liable for the death of the officer due to his rash actions being made to be found guilty for the murder of the Officer and being made to be held liable for his actions. This relates to the scenario question as both defendants had the intention to cause GBH to the someone else whether they denied it in court or not, so both scenarios would have led to have the same outcome in a court case as  both of the defendants were aware of their actions and were not proven to have any mental health problems or being mentally insane and had full control of their body and mind and knew what they were doing as they were in full control and mentally sane at the time of the incidents.

One of the main defenses the defendant will rely on is Emotional and Mental abuse in the relationship caused by his excessive drinking and admitting to cheating on her along with the problems in the marriage and his lack of effort in the relationship and neglect regarding in the marriage leading her to be tipped over the edge and potentially lashing out the way she did and attacking the husband. Another is Anxiety and Depression along with Mental Health problems caused by her being scared as to what state the husband might come home in and if he would be aggressive towards her and worrying about her safety causing potential mental health problems due to his bad drinking habits and state of mind. 
Mental and Emotional Abuse falling under the Serious Crime Act (2015) and Anxiety and Depression x Mental Health falling under the Mental Health Act (1982) 
According to Case and Co (2023) Mental and Emotional Abuse is when someone uses words or behaviors to try and gain power and scare their partner with the intention to gain control or intimidate them and potentially attempt to cause physical or mental harm and this is hard to spot because it starts slowly and goes under the radar and does not leave physical marks. Web MD (2023) says that Anxiety and Depression is a type of mood disorder where your mood can suddenly change from one mood to another in the blink of an eye and having depression or anxiety or both can have long term effects on your overall health in the long run but having both mood disorders is normal from time to time but having them for long periods of time is treatable but you may need medication and to speak to a doctor. The defense Emotional and Mental Abuse is appropriate because the defendant would have been stressed out and anxious by their husband coming home late and being intoxicated as he had an excessive drinking problem along with the problems in the marriage and the husbands neglect on their relationship, this  led to the defendant being both emotionally and mentally abused due to a buildup of the husbands actions over the years and both mental and emotional abuse would have built up during this time. Anxiety and depression are appropriate as the defendant would have been suffering with their mental health due to the constant actions of the husband and finding out that he cheated would have led to the defendant being tipped over the edge in the heated argument and the pain and continuous suffering that the defendant went through would have played a part because the husband would have caused the defendant to suffer with mental health problems such as depression and anxiety for multiple reasons in their marriage.

There are multiple examples involving GBH in this scenario and why it is connected. The first example is when they were in a heated argument and the defendant went into the kitchen to grab the knife, another example is when the defendant picks the knife up and walks towards the husband and stabs him in the chest which resulted to him suffering with serious injuries and these relate back to GBH because the defendant caused serious bodily injuries resulting from their actions whether they meant it or not. The defendant will be liable for GBH with the intention of causing serious harm and injury as the defendant intended to cause GBH and inflict injury when they grabbed the knife from the kitchen and stabbed the husband in the chest. Depending on whether they were in the right headspace or not, it will still lead to the defendant being held responsible and liable for committing GBH as they committed the crime leading to fatal bodily injuries. The main crime that the defendant will be held liable for is GBH because of the stabbing of their partner, with or without the intent of causing any severe injury or harm.
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