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Appendices

Appendix A: Critical Incident 1 (included within essay)


	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 10.30am, Year 6. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation was observed in the morning session on a Monday (26th September). The activity of focus took place at 10.30am. The subject/AOLE was Literacy for Year 6. The children appeared lethargic after the weekend. Teacher A prepared for this and responded by encouraging the children to engage within a group activity called ‘Book on Book’. Here, the children peer-assessed each other’s stories that were written on the Friday (23rd September). They used a success criteria which aided them in their marking. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
Teacher A instructed that the children needed to complete this activity in pairs. They noticed that Student X did not have a partner and so completed the activity with them. I observed Teacher A providing lots of praise to Student X throughout. However, approximately 5-10 minutes into the activity, Teacher A requested the attention of all of the students and encouraged Student X to share the technique that they had been using to assess the work which they did with confidence. Teacher A described this as a significantly good way to complete the task and explained that the other pupils should try the technique too. Student X appeared happy and proud following this praise. Teacher A then praised Student X again and thanked them for sharing their strategy with the class. 






	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The nature of the activity meant that social learning was occurring. In particular, the significance of Student X taking on the role of the more knowledgeable other (MKO) to support the learning and development of their peers could be explored. Not only this, but the motivation behind this and the importance of praise could be considered to offer further explanations. Student X also displayed feelings of happiness following this praise, revealing how their well-being was supported. This is an important concept that features within the contemporary Welsh curriculum, for example, displaying how well-being could be a key theme for exploration. Teacher A’s role in this support may also demonstrate how they are meeting the pedagogical standard of managing the learning environment where positive learning habits and behaviours are promoted to encourage students to meet the four purposes of the Welsh curriculum. 






	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Clear instructions provided by teachers,
· Pupils aware of what was expected of them,
· The last take before break time, 
· All students focused and willing to engage with the task,
· Controlled environment,
· Safe and positive environment.





































Appendix B: Critical Incident 2


	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 2pm, Year 1


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation took place after lunch during an afternoon P.E session for Year 1 pupils. Two teachers oversaw the children. During this lesson, students were using different equipment like a multi-coloured parachute. Originally, the weather was dry and sunny, but changed to rain mid-way through the session. The teachers instructed the children to go under the parachute and sit down in a circle. 




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

When both teachers and all pupils were sat under the parachute, a mindfulness session began. Firstly, the teachers told the pupils to ‘pass a smile’ around the circle. Following this, the children were asked ‘What are you most looking forward to this week?’. Each child then received the opportunity to share any news or positive thoughts with the teachers and their peers. All participants were required to be silent and respectful when somebody else was talking. There was dedicated time for questions after everyone had shared their news. 






	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

The contemporary Welsh curriculum demonstrates how supporting and promoting well-being is vital to pupil’s emotional and academic development. This is particularly evidenced by the existence of the Health and Well-being AoLE and two of the four purposes being to create ‘ethical, informed citizens’ and ‘healthy, confident individuals’. Teachers are also required to create authentic and meaningful learning experiences where mindfulness sessions could be beneficial for this. This is an important theme that could be explored. From this, various well-being theories could be researched like Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and Seligman’s ‘PERMA’. Importantly, the nature of these sessions could be useful in meeting the basic and psychological needs of Maslow’s theory, providing understanding of how well-being has different levels that need to be met before prime well-being can be achieved. This knowledge could be vital in aiding educators in supporting their pupils to the best of their ability. 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· One child not listening to instructions but not presenting themselves as a distraction,
· Outside environment,
· Clear instructions given by teachers, 
· Rules to be followed expressed by teachers, 
· The session was a little long due to the number of children involved, meaning that some pupils became restless. 











































Appendix C: Critical Incident 3


	Date and time, year group: 27/09/22, 11am, Year 5.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This observation took place after playtime at approximately 10.55/11am on Tuesday 27th of September. Guided reading was the activity that needed to be completed. Before the children came in from play, a lot of screaming and erratic behaviour was observed. However, when they entered the classroom, they were very calm and happy to engage within the independent activity. The children had been grouped prior to my observation. The teacher spun the activity wheel and whatever activity that group landed on, they would need to complete. The activity that I chose to observe was a group reading activity. This was the teacher’s focus group and they also read along the passage with them. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher listened to the children read one page of the book each. When necessary, she intervened and helped them with their pronunciation of certain unfamiliar words. Some of these included ‘aniseed’ and ‘tentatively’. She then explained what these words meant and linked the explanation to concepts that they already knew. For example, she explained that aniseed was a flavour that was similar to liquorice; a flavour the children were already familiar with. Additionally, ‘ravenous’ was a new word that they had come across which the teacher explained this as ‘a good ‘wow’ word for hungry’. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This interaction highlighted the role of the teacher in extending and supporting the learning of their students. Due to this, it would be useful to explore Vygotsky’s social learning theory relating to the the importance and role of the more knowledgable other (MKO). It could be useful to understand why this individual is important for the construction of new knowledge and how this can be achieved. The significance of the book being challenging enough for the students could also be explored. Here, Vygotsky’s social learning theory could be used for explanation as learning occurs when an indivdual enters the zone of proximal development (ZPD). This is a zone where they need support from the MKO to achieve understanding or mastery of a concept. Another area of exploration could be Piaget’s constructvist theory of the concept of the schema as the teacher encouraged the students to add diferent meanings of words to this. As a result, they may be able to articulate themselves within their work in a more sophisticated manner. Thus, the teacher is also meeting the pedagogical standard of supporting the learners’ outcomes and well-being as they are aware that high-quality work leads to improved learning, followed by improved well-being. The four purposes of the contemporary Welsh curriculum will be met subsequently, highlighting the significance of this critical incident again.  










	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Calm,
· Focused,
· Safe environment, students did not fear making mistakes,
· 20-25 minute task meaning that children were engaged at all times. 
































Appendix D: Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs 
[image: page1image696166608]

McLeod, S. (2018) Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. Available at: https://canadacollege.edu/dreamers/docs/Maslows-Hierarchy-of-Needs.pdf (Accessed 11 October 2022). 

image1.png
Self-fulfillment
needs

Psychological
' needs

Belongingness and love needs:

intimate relationships, friends

Safety needs:
security, safety ( Basic

_needs





