OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES 
 
Record 1 
	Date and time, year group: 
10th October 2023, 8:55 (Year 6) 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context 
Year 6 classroom roughly 26 children including ALN and 1 teacher, no support staff. 
School is based in a well-off area of Margam, school is located within the middle of a small village. School itself is a small school. 
Observation took place at the start of the school morning as the children were arriving into the class.  
Class layout is set out with 4 tables set to support groups of six and a singular table for two people near the class teacher. There is no seating plan in place. 
 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work) 
 
 
Children began entering the classroom as they had been welcomed on the yard by the class teacher, they began entering through the main door to hang up coats and bags before entering the classroom. All children began finding a seat, children seem happy and chatty with each other understanding the roles and expectations from them as they enter. Child A enters the class fairly early allowing plenty of opportunity to choose a chair, Child A opts to sit on the table of two away from peers. Child A shows little to no engagement with peers despite the rest of the group engaging in conversation, the child begins to follow the classroom routine without any peer support or engagement. As all the children are sat Child A is sat alone, a child appears slightly late and chooses to sit next to Child A despite spare seats on other tables however Child A does not show a great deal of engagement towards the child. Child A seemed to show engagement with class teacher during this time and willingly accept support during the morning activities.  
 
 
 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider? 
 
· Well-being 
· Relationships and social interaction – Bronfenbrenner, Vygotsky 
· Change/ Attachment – Bowlby  
· Transition 
· New Curriculum for Wales 
 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here) 
 
Calm environment where children understand the expectations and routine.  
Upon conversation class teacher mentions the needs within the class and informs me that Child A is a traveller who has been held back a school year in comparison to her peers. 
 



