F. Al-Ajmi

Film / Documentary discussion

Film title: Cyprus Is Looking for Closure in Archaeology 6:08 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecb4gSyxr20x
Audience:
· Who is the target audience?
The targeted audience of this short clip can be student and scholars who are interested in the news of history, archaeology, forensics, discoveries, science, humanities and UN missions. The video was short but informative enough and this maybe means that it is targeted for people who look for fast briefed information. Also, the clip is in English which means that it is aimed to those who understand or speak the language.

· Is there an expectation of prior knowledge?
It speaks briefly in the introduction about the civil war in Cyprus that happened more than 50 years ago between Turkish and Greek Cypriots. Because the introduction was short it shows that people who watch this should have at least a knowledge of geography. The introduction did not explain anything about the location of the island (on a map) and the history of its people there. Without enough knowledge of the Turkish-Greek conflict or history in Cyprus, it would be hard to follow, and therefore, a knowledge like that is expected from the audience. The video also cuts directly to the subject, because news reports are not meant for longer explanations. The rest of the video was about forensic examinations and comments about the remains of the missing Cypriots. Prior knowledge of some scientific terms is required to fully understand what was said by the experts and what is their jobs.
Narration:
· Style / fluency / detail
The video was of a news report, brief, direct and informative. The idea was to talk -in summary- about the UN’s mission in finding and recovering the remains of missing people and in this case, Cypriots. The video did not go in depth with details but gave an overview instead, with a bit of shocking and personal facts. There is not much effort that was put in that video in terms of sounds and imagery, maybe because it is supposed to be a quick report for the not so much people who are interested in this. Not only that, but the questions and answers were very short, probably because the questions varied between science, humanities, politics and personal. To me, the interviewer was jumping too quickly from one question to the other, without leaving enough time for more elaborate answers. The video is about closure as the title shows but the meaning of closure was not explained, only the missions to accomplish it. There was only one person who experienced the sense of closure and she is a forensic expert who appeared at the minute 2:25, but the is no one interviewed from a missing persons’ family who had a similar experience. Which also means that it lacked the most important aspect of ‘closure’, a family’s relief or reaction after burying their dead in a humane way. The video lacks involvements of feelings, of experiences of loss and the meaning of it.
Participants:
· role of the ‘expert’/ gender / age/ public

The participants in the video were four, with one male interviewer and three experts. In the report he had interviews and comments from two young female forensic experts and one male team leader. The leader is the head of the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus. He and his team are working to help people get closure. The experts were talking about the discovery of the skeletal remains in mass graves and the ways of identifying the missing persons like with DNA analysis. There were no interviews with the public, and by the public I mean Cypriots of both origins. However, in the video there were different clips in public places and archaeological sites showing briefly the people of Cyprus, but no engagement with them
Sources:
· physical material / historical / landscape / oral testimonies
The video shows that the work mostly depends on material sources, like skeletal remains. However, it also mentions the role of testimonies and ‘tips’ from the public in finding burials at the minute 1:22 in the video. With several clips of excavated sites and material remains. The history of the conflict was explained in a short introduction. 
Soundtrack:
· relevant / complimentary
· event marker / corporative device
The video did not any background music in it, but it had the real sounds in the back. As a person who is interested in the human life, nature, forensics and of course archaeology, I appreciated the live sounds in the back. The sounds of the streets, sudden voices, plastic bags, papers and lab machines. In my opinion, it complements the video because it adds realness, especially with the lack of a closer public engagement.
Visual focus:
· aesthetic / romantic / action
The visual focus in the intro was beautiful, it showed the beauty of Cyprus of a daily life. I loved the sign of peace at 00:11, with two men sitting under it, the intro is a bit romantic. The representation of the sign was very moving -emotionally-, but also the camera was moving for most of the time. However, sometimes the camera gets super close to the interviewer’s face like at 1:06, making his face seem out of focus. I would call the scenes with a focus like that ‘annoying’. 
Media:
· live / still / animation / text / sub-titles
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would call that a live media, specially that the scenes with the experts showed them standing and talking face to face with the interviewer. Taking videos close to the experts when they are working, shows that it was not rehearsed but bringing the experience to us. The text size and font are reasonable, but there was no subtitle. It is a shame because I could not understand some of the things the experts were saying, I also tried to read their lips, but I failed to understand.
