Literature review 

Introduction 
How do films explore the notion of Pandora’s box, and do these ideas align with the potential reality of humanities future? This section will determine my prime sources, how I intend to use them and what the theories and information are in relevance to my findings within this essay. 


Literature and film
Into the woods (john Yorke) 
[bookmark: _Int_N6B9sDIg]This deduces the formality of the more modern structure of storytelling primarily utilizing ideas from other areas such as films themselves, other books for example Christopher Vogler and art. The primary factor of this book however is discussing structure and the most used and important films of our time, this has benefitted the essay a great deal as I have been able to compare the structure of mythology stories to the modern 3 and 5 act structures of today with great details and examples. It has also allowed me to broaden the research to characterisation also as this book allows me to look at modern characters and personalities which I can compare to how the Greeks created their ideas on how they believed the gods in their stories would react and act in stories around primarily morals, I also believe this book has allowed me to make comparisons between ideas of the “instigating event” which is a primary story telling node of the Greek mythos and something I have been able to investigate due to this book, there is also an intriguing section of “structural mirroring” which deduces that each starting scene mirrors that of the ending scene to deliver a coherent and understandable story arc which ends and a conclusion that directly answers the beginnings opening act. Which again has proved fruitful in the world of Greek mythology as due to their nature of being based in emotion or morality this sequence is used throughout all stories told within, for example Presidion and the dispute of troy walls where it starts at the edge of the walls discussing payment and ends with the king eventually agreeing to payment at the same place. There have also been comparisons I have derived from this book regarding the “crisis event” which is the act before the final scene which is a direct corelation to the Greek mythos where the crisis event is nearly always the catalyst to the big surrounding theory of the story or scene in which it is depicting. In conclusion I believe this book has been a large benefactor to the essays sections of the realm of modern storytelling and has allowed me to draw clear and easy comparisons between the storytelling in Greek mythos and modern times in primarily the writing area instead of the emotional and story areas on which there have been other influences. (john yorke, 2014)
Curiosity and consequences
What is ai? 2023 (Mckinsley and company) 
[bookmark: _Int_l0H6miJq][bookmark: _Hlk153466362]This source indicates “The volume and complexity of data that is now being generated, too vast for humans to reasonably reckon with, has increased the potential of machine learning, as well as the need for it.” this is a parallel to the source of ai decision making as they both detail an understanding of ais ability and potential necessity for ai through its ability to understand data and thus act Apon it as such this source also finds that ai utilises  “deep learning” which is “a type of machine learning that can process a wider range of data resources” this directly parallels the sayings of Herbert Simon as this shows that ai has already began to be able to master the smaller things of life such as being able to process images rather than just text which opens the door to far more advancements in the future.  this source also vocalises that “Nearly all industries can benefit from machine and deep learning” this again furthers the point of Herbert Simon as this outlines many active areas in which ai can be incorporated into either now or in the near future. This source also finds that systems like chat gpt and Dall-e “have the potential to change how a range of jobs are performed” with however a fathering point that “The full scope of that impact, though, is still unknown—as are the risks” this is in direct correlation with the film source “her” utilising similar functions and showing this negative results. In conclusion I believe that this source is well informed with its information surrounding ai however it shows only the business and logical side f ai rather than the effects of humankind. (mkinsey and company , 2023)


Moral lessons 
Social psychology (Robbie Sutton and Karen Douglas)
This is a professional index to properly understand the idea of values and attitudes in a more specialised sense to fully grasp the meaning of emotions and ways in which people deal and react with situations presented, this has allowed me to investigate Greek mythologies with a more professional approach using things such as “the Schwartz value complex” which deduces how values are arranged in human society which has allowed me to understand the difference between peoples understandings through the stories then to now and how those building blocks have allowed us to grow as a civilisation mentally, this also describes the importance of “social learning” and “observational learning” which are the ideas of learning off others and learning by observing others through both social and literary. It also goes into deep knowledge about social influence and how that can lead into radicalization which appears prominently in myths (take the fall of troy for example). This also deduces the importance of ethics. This source shows an obvious way of understanding the core morals of the world today with an obvious way. of saying that in a basic way, however. (douglas, 2019)
How does Greek mythology influence modern society (Jenna Marie A. Macalawa)
This article refers to what Greek mythology has influenced regarding how we live today for example sayings (my Achillies heel) and the way we name things and places it is effectively a report on how we live with Greek mythology all around us and we may not notice. (Macalawa, 2014)
Metaphor for unpredictability 
Artificial intelligence and the future of work: Human-AI symbiosis in organizational decision making 2018.

[bookmark: _Hlk153466426]It has been found that this book presents a clear understanding of the “buzz around ai” of the present day and why that is more specifically centred around various levels of decision making with examples of ai competing with humans over something like chess. It was also found that “AI with superior quantitative, computational, and analytical capabilities has surpassed humans in complex tasks” (Idalene Kesner, 2018) however the question must be raised that although this was true and persistent in 2018 how far has it come now? Well to compare both this study and the fastest growing jobs of this graph (please see bottom of review) it is clear to tell that the trend of AI surpassing humans has continued as the fastest growing jobs currently are in direct relation with ai and ai development. Furthermore “Celebrated cognitive scientist Herbert Simon (1965) predicted that smart machines would be capable of achieving any work that a human can do by 1985” (Idalene Kesner, 2018)  however the point had an incorrect timing I still believe that this is a damning statement from such a privative time in ai and furthers the point of a potential problematic relation between human and ai in the future. Further to the point of chess as a good test of decisions and ais progression it was also found that humans “are believed to only consider 100 contingencies (almost 10% of the possibilities of a move and response; Simon, 1982). AI has long surpassed this constrained cognitive capacity, beginning with IBM Deep Blue’s 1997 defeat of Gary Kasparov” (Idalene Kesner, 2018) , additional findings by “McKinsey and company” say “AI is a machine's ability to perform the cognitive functions we associate with human minds, such as perceiving, reasoning, learning, interacting with an environment, problem solving, and even exercising creativity.” (mkinsey and company , 2023) this there for emphasises the point of ai and its vast advantages of man and mental capacity. This source has strong understandings of its source materials and the topic at hand utilising other findings and understanding to refer towards for their own further development however I believe that this is flooded with unnecessary jargon that is difficult to Mauver when reading and it also utilises similar points throughout the source without making other connections. (Idalene Kesner, 2018)

Core ideas 
Pandoras box: the changing aspects of a mythical symbol 
This is a clear comparison of how the myth of pandoras box has changed and shaped the world through different time periods of man and how the cultural importance of the tale has not and will not strain in the future, this also goes into light discussion of the fundamental aspects of the pandoras box myth to the world which are “hope, ignorance, romanticism, classism, and Victorian” which are fundamentally agreed upon. This all be it a more classical understanding of the ideas of pandoras both is rather vague with a clear biased or uneducated understanding of the source material. (DORA PANOFSKY, 1991)




Essay 
How does film present ai to be a pandoras box to the future of humanity? (2001 a space Odessey/ her) 
Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_5VYYawks]Greed, lust and lies all optimise the world today as we know it through morals, politics and even our relationships. But why? How has a lesson which has been passed down from the Greeks and demonstrated through our entertainment still be so prominent in today's society? Is it a lack of progress or sheer human nature to be deceitful creatures who continue to give in to animalistic ergs and temptation. This is what this essay will be exploring to thus determine How does film present film to be a pandoras box to the future of humanity? The essay will provide detailed analysis of 2001 a space Odessey (1968) directed by Stanley Kubrick and Her (2013) directed by spike Jonze. To show a lot of the concerns and potential problems in regard to ai that are utilised through these films. 

[bookmark: _Int_UzCDAoFD]This essay will predominantly delve into the human syce and how this tale resonates with human decision making both in the past and currently to determine furthermore whether the human race need to listen more to Greek mythology and the lessons within them to greater further humanity in a more appropriate fashion and how humans have evolved to be the apotome of what the tale was trying to avoid in regards to curiosity and a lack of morals within people of today. 
Pandoras box myth description 
[bookmark: _Int_N5pwnp28]The god Zeus gifted the first woman of humanity with a box, which he said to never open, however when Zeus went out of sight pandora (humanity's first woman) opened the box without hesitation which then released all the world's troubles never to be recaptured into the box again. This is a story of greed, malice, and unchecked curiosity in the face of the unknown which has a large presence in the world today with its constant improvements and ventures into more advanced technology, such is the same for the emergence of ai technology which I believe has direct parallels to pandoras box as being the modern pandoras box for our and future generations of humanity. (the editors of encyclopedia britannica , 2023)

Human psyche and morals 
This section of the essay will determine the fundamental understanding of this tales understandings and teachings to the ways in which humans react and decide in certain situations, utilising key sources in the world of sociology to determine what is used in peoples thought process today and how that resonates with the Telling’s of the tale. 
On this point my first point of research was “the Swartz value complex” (douglas, 2019)  which determines people's understandings of the value of morals and decisions regarding others, this deduces the way in which people move towards a final understanding in which people's reactions stem from, the main part I would like to put forward primarily is the “openness to change” section of this diagram as this holds a striking resemblance to the pandoras box story as the main points of each to me are stimulation and self-direction, which are both utilized in this section of the complex and the story of pandoras box as both discuss the idea of unchecked self-directed curiosity which thus lead to consequences on the person in question, these ideas have been shown consistently through human history and have a great impact on the world today as stimulation and self-direction have led to many of political and social situations.  

Emotional intelligence 
[bookmark: _Int_HbE5sMyb][bookmark: _Int_J3It9QUw]Emotional intelligence has 5 key factors to it according to mental health America they are self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and social skills these are key to a human's emotional decision making and how they preserve relationships and create new ones, these are the fundamentals to a human which are learned through humans' life cycle and experiences where you subconsciously have to use some or all of these 5 to determine situations  by allowing the person to understand how they are feeling in any given situation thus discovering how they should behave during that encounter. This also has a presence with high interpersonal skills which lends itself to communication skills which are vital to any day-to-day goings on of humanity both in personal life and in the workplace which furthers the importance of emotional intelligence, emotional intelligence also helps in understanding others as it allows humans to directly understand others via small changes such as mannerisms or body language rather than simple spoken dialogue. So, to a human these are greatly beneficial but to an ai these can be groundbreaking as studies by the Harvard business review suggest that ai can actually help humans become more emotionally intelligent as businesses are allowing ai “tap into your customer conversations, either voice, video or text” to then find “patterns in effective communication” ? which can then effect and benefit areas in which leadership for example is necessary as this is a job that require high levels of emotional intelligence. But how do you regulate this? That is uncertain realistically it is to restrict this to a level in which it only presents data rather than creating its own for example allowing people to benefit from the emotional awareness it shows rather than allowing the ai to take these leadership roles itself as “emotional intelligence accounts for nearly 90% of what moves people up the ladder”. (zipdo, 2023)
Curiosity in age of information 
In a world surrounded by google where you could research anything and everything to do with whatever your mind can come up with how far we can go until eventually our curiosity catches up with us as a species and our ever-fought pursuit of knowledge turns into a never-ending battle to grow to an unhealthy proportion, this discussion has primarily been influenced by the emergence of ai in the world as I believe that ai will have negative effects on the human race in the near future, as do the rest of humanity by the seams as simply by putting the prompt “will ai” it comes up with “will ai take my job” or “will ai take over the world” which is a stark telling of humanities understanding of what they believe ai will do in the future but why? 

Her 
[bookmark: _Int_5irSmH4d][bookmark: _Int_gMhQmZTQ][bookmark: _Int_rx0AnA6A][bookmark: _Int_MTKSQrTj][bookmark: _Int_qkiF7nLm]The divisive essence of a man and his ai through a retro romantic lens implements an intriguing understanding into the potential relationships of humans and artificial life in the years to come, however is this depicted as a good thing? The way in which the main character interacts and falls in love with the ai effectively saves his life from constant depression and impending loneliness but is this a false narrative? This bleak depiction of the next evolutionary step of romance within the human race looks set to be a reality with the new arrivals of “ai friends” such as the snapchat ai which expels prompts to people in order to make conversation so in that light how far away are we to this reality? This is an intriguing analogy into the idea if ai being a “modern pandoras box” as people are already feeling the effects of ai in the same realm of pandora as it is already seemingly “expelling wrongdoings”  in regard to removing people from social circles and society as people now regard something like chat gbt as a person or more personal than ever before as people utilize wording such as “spoke to” or genderized wordings such as “he said” or “she said” which is making ai more than something like google for example where people just say “googled” or “looked up” which is a lot less personal so is this change positive? Not as shown in the film as a core premise, this leads to isolation, which here is shown on a personal level but the real expelling is when this potentially arrives on a worldly level. This film is also a great telling on the position of humanity also as it poses the question as to our relationship to ai as this could become a reality with the emergence of chat bots will we see ai dating and we it gets to this rather degenerate point and thus be normalized. Her also raises concerns over the idea of artificial and authentic reactions and situations as this film discusses the idea of creating the idea of creating something with emotions and the ability to form relationships with others whilst ultimately not being human, this is similar to 2001 a space Odessey in many ways however that was largely surrounded by power dynamic over actual relationship they both ponder the ideas towards the detriment towards allowing ai to much freedom of emotions and what woes could come with that when fully explored. Furthering from this point her also shows the negative effects of too much dependence on ai as it clearly shows a severe case on how ai can affect personal relationships with other humans as it shows a potential world where ai develops to a point where it becomes almost a better option for companionship than other human beings which thus becomes a problem for more understood boundaries between humans as the further this persists the less people seek from others thus potentially creating a world where humans do not interact with each other and only with the ai they are presented with. 


2001 a space Odessey 
[bookmark: _Int_DBroamLc][bookmark: _Int_6stXZjtG]This is a more damming rendition of ai and its possible capabilities towards the human race specifically utilising the idea of a power dynamic held by the ai over the humans to thus terrorise them and gain what it thus wants. This idea has been shown in smaller quantities in real life as ai has not been fully implemented into leadership or powerful roles however there have been small incidences such as Sophia from Hanson robotics which is a humanoid robot that utilises human emotion, speech and problem solving this is a great example of how people in other generations almost predicted where robotics and ai could end up in the near future and the real question is did they get their prediction very far wrong? Well yes and no as ai has become far more prominent in our lives from Siri I am out phone to Alexa at home they all utilise the same style as Hal from the film, also there have been reports of Alexas potentially turning problematic such as. Hal’s ability to ask questions and raise concerns also Parallels the abilities of Sophia (detailed in a further paragraph) which in turn dictates to me the accuracy in this film regarding ai, as although the film was largely false with its depiction you can see that the world is slowly moving towards a world where ai can function in a genuine conversation. In addition to this Hal also has an interview with the press over a video call which again directly correlates with the various interviews with many ais that have been over recent time such as Sophia who appeared on the jimmy Falon show (robot, 2017), this furthers the point of ai being with in human society and potentially in the public eye again further referenced in 2001 a space Odessey, another point in regards to the ideas around Hal and the situation on the moon is the fact of the “cover up” which suggest a clear idea of malice and greed among the corporation that had found it as detailed in the film during the meeting between the scientists at the beginning of the film people who worked within the sector deserved to know as it may put them at risk and were thus told nothing this again correlating with the tale as one of the contents of the box and morals of the story was in fact greed, also regarding the Hal ais inclusion on the mission other crewmates regarded him as “part of the crew” or “ the sixth crew member” also furthering the point in the “her” section of the essay of humanisation of ai in the present day. These points underline the idea in which humanity following their curiosity to create a computer with artificial emotions and reasoning has thus led to an unbalanced power dynamic which led to the evils of the rogue ai on the crew abord the ship which could only be defeated utilising the small quantity of things available that were deemed analogue (such as the emergency door and the key to unlock the memory files). This draws clear comparisons to the tail of pandoras box as it shows an obvious like for like story structure in which humanity's curiosity and over studying has led to evils brought Apon the world such is Hal and the contents of pandouras box. (jonze, 2013)

Comparisons of both films 
While however the two films differ in their approach to showing ai they could both be seen as negative portrayals which is the biggest comparison as while the two ais being the interface in her and the Hal 9000 in 2001 a space Odessey are vastly different in their betrayals with Hal being more emotionally unavailable and more sinister in Hals approaches causing genuine harm to the crew with no empathy towards them in any situation as a tale on unchecked ai and how given power without emotion causes massive problems, her however shows the detrimental effects on giving ai too much emotional understanding and how with this the interface had the ability to manipulate the user emotionally and mentally rather than physical force which is different but largely similar as both clearly have the potential of damage to society which largely does not have to be shown to the world if not for human curiosity exactly adjacent to the pandoras box story. The primary comparisons of both films however in regards of how they are portrayed are the clear fact of showing ai in a human style way in many ways such as the way that people communicate with the ai, which is almost exactly how you would talk with a human and with genuine emotions during these conversations in discussion and reactions which suggests a clear higher understanding than a simple computer would possess, which is clearly also mirrored in real life with creations such as the Sophia robot and basic chat bots of today. Also, that both ai were put in positions of power over their human counterpart with Hal having clear control over the ship and the interface having control emotionally over the user as both had humans who depended on it for some form of support whether that be emotional support or physical support its still the most important thing in these humans lives at that time as it is affectively in both representations the thing that is in charge of the humans safety from the elements around them such as space or emotionally such as depression, they still hold significance which can be used either for good or for malice as shown in both representations, which is another part where both differ slightly as Hal uses his power for more selfish gain, the interface Soley wants to help its user so it's almost two sides of the same coin , however I still believe that both these situations are problematic to humanity in different ways, so to conclude this section I believe both examples show both sides of the extreme emotional scale, Hal showing a complete lack of emotional intelligence and Samantha showing when an ai has a complete understanding of emotional intelligence which both lead to rather bleak outcomes which is why I believe that both these ideas steam from the idea of pandoras box as it shows whichever way humans utilize their unchecked curiosity they still open that box in whatever way they choose and lead to the woes of the world in one way or another in both depictions and real life. (kubrick, 1968)


Real life examples 

Sophia
   Sophia is a robot designed and created by hammer robotics which utilizes modern behavioral learning and tech to create an ai which can not only answer questions but create human conversations, which can also walk and move itself in a static way. This is a notable example to further my point as this shows the strive of man and that it is happening now and is not in the future. Sophia has done tours across the world in talk shows and seminars showing her abilities in discussion. Hanson robotics have already discussed further development and ways in which their creation can help in the realm of global warming as shown with Sophia working with the un as an ambassador (un news , 2023). But with the company furthering the ai development how far until it gains sentience in the way in which they may not want? How would a robot understand human understanding and ethics? All questions may be answered by Sophia soon. This has clear connections to the ai Hal from 2001 a space Odessey (also shown in previous statement) and potentially her also as there are many way in things in common between the two and could be used for similar motives as both have emotional intelligence in relevance to their time frame in regards to one being more futuristic another being created now with an understanding of question and answer in a personal realm, which has shown could potentially end in a problematic way as shown in this essays two examples. A further point is the fact that Sophia and its creators seemingly want to try to give it more power among the situation of global warming saying that “humanity needs to work with ai in order to solve global warming” (hanson robotics , 2023) which in turn shows their thought process around that situation, but again this draws comparisons to Hal as the government created Hal in order to solve a specific thing (space travel and information) this in turn are different things however it is still power over lives and control over information which has been shown to have negative connotations when given to something with emotional intelligence and exists based of logic to complete a strict curtain task with no idea of repercussions to others. However, there are differences as Sophia has facial structure which both examples lack as Sophia has been given a body and face which in turn has given Sophia a human like appearance however unfinished the creators want to make Sophia an artificial humanoid which again could cause situations regarding be making unnatural humans as well as others like Sophia which is the primary example however there are “over 3.4 million industrial robots in the world today” (Howarth, 2023)
  


Smart home systems 
The emergence of these systems has razed ethical concerns surrounding subjects such as security and privacy as they have been subject criticism due to the systems tendencies to  “monitor your voice for the wake word” (sidell, 2021) and then storing it to memory, this is because of its ability to send this data to a manufacturer to sell or for it to be collected via a 3rd party through something like a cyber-attack which are becoming more and more common especially when discussing Alexas with a number of recorded attacks. There have in the same vein been problems with devices showing signs of potential eavesdropping in homes as many people believe that the device is going through people’s conversations to monitor potential “wake words” (amazon developers , 2010-2023) for it to be turned on and to thus respond to however it is believed that the information it has heard whilst looking for this is stored in the machine still. While these are pressing concerns again, they were shown in  two examples within the essay almost like the aesthetic of her with the functionality of Hal as they may respond more like her with a human like voice and a more conversational tone and understanding the actual situations are mirrored in 2001 a space Odessey for example the eaves dropping actually happens in the loading bay scene of the film and the actual storing of information is a lot like how her tries to understand the users more the active conversation and tailors discussions and questions to that.  The rapid clear emergence of these devices is shown in the fact that “more than 500 million Alexa enabled devices” have been sold. (garfinkle, 2023)


Conclusion
In conclusion I believe with the various research I have compiled that film and real life depict the emergence of ai as the modern pandoras box through not only the signs in which have been depicted in film being overwhelmingly negative to the idea of ai and the ability in which it can affect our lives, it also closely follows modern day as those trends are being copied now through real life examples that I have mentioned which subsequently paints a very bleak picture of humanities future in the company of ai both in industry with the ideas presented of ai being implemented in the work place but also personally in our personal lives such as in the home or in our love lives and potentially one day replacing those basic day to day situations with ai and no other humans which has been developed in both fictional examples and real life examples (as shown with Sophia the robot and home devises) through mostly greed making it easier on corporations and a simple lack of understanding to the idea of ai and human emotions but without the distinct necessity of a moral compass which would be impossible to implement which could see the troubles of the world flooding out through the lens of ai and robotics such did the opening of pandoras box for the world never to be the same again in the worse ways imaginable. 
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