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Graveyard Survey Report
When Surveying Saint Peters Graveyard in Lampeter, I decided to focus on the Eastern European Graves, (Including Poles and Ukrainians) I wanted to explore the association with the culture introduced by people from a Eastern European culture and how this has represented it self in design, style, and condition the graves are left in. What can be surmised How these ‘foreigners’ originally came and how they assimilated themselves into the local community and what their graves can tell us about them. I collected all this information in person at the graveyard, by taking photos of the graves I wished to analyse. 

Methodology 
When it came to recording results from the Graves, I photographed the whole monument per grave, as this allowed me to permanently record the results and work in a methodical way as I could number each Grave alongside each photo. Upon exploring the graveyard, I noticed that the primary location of Eastern European graves appeared to be in the North-West corner, with around forty-five graves within this area.  Which also happened to be where a lot of the more modern graves were also located (Within twenty years). When numbering and photographing the graves I started working from Left to Right, then right to left for the next row, starting where I finished in order not to lose track and so It would be more natural to traverse. 
Although the North-Western quadrant seems to primarily hold the Eastern European residents of the church. There are also other individuals and families scattered about near the Eastern wall (The location of most of the big family graves) These, were harder to find as they were not as neatly or regimentally organized as most of their counterparts to the North-west.
When it came to recording Data, I felt it was of importance especially with these graves to record both Forename and Surname, as it would help link different families and trends in the names. As well as the age at which they passed away as this can be a good indicator of their quality of life. Gender, I also felt was important to record, as this can reveal more information about individuals and cab create insinuations about their life and status in the community.
Record of the condition and a notable description of the grave also was important, as depending how many flowers or how new the grave looks, tells us about how much the still living community cares for those that have passed. It also informed you about the individual, in terms of their religious beliefs and cultural identity. From the appearance of certain flowers to the Iconography and the country of origin for these graves. Iconography I made sure to note, as with many cultures, especially those of Poland and Ukraine, religion or symbols of religion play a huge part of cultural identity. 

Figure 1. 
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Above Diagram shows the greater importance that religion has on Eastern Europeans vs Western Europeans.

Analysis of Graves 
Figure 2:                                    Figure 3:                                                       Figure 4:
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The Eastern European graves generally had a theme amongst them with their designs being primarily very similar in the North-Western side. As with Figure 2, Simple black stones were used on many of single graves, often included was ‘S+P’ A symbol of Russian Orthodox Catholicism (Saint Peters Cross). The symbol of faith and protection for those who have passed on. These smaller stone graves often included less lettering and detail (as shown in Figure 2). Yet still include words in the Polish language, as a reminder of where they are from, and possible a symbol of pride, in a sense the establishment of foreign graves has established a graveyard community of its own. In which the Eastern Europeans (Primarily Pollak’s) Have a place and part of the cemetery to remember their Figure 3 represents a very different side to the design of the graves, with obviously more money being used in its construction obvious from the greater complexity and number of pieces used. The use of it being built into a large crucifix only works to further reinforce the highly religious culture which I believe they had in life. As well to show to other Eastern Europeans: “Look I came to this country, I have made money, and now when I die, I shall have a grave which you all shall see”. Greater amounts of text have been used, due to greater available funds, interestingly St. Peters Cross is still used despite the affluence of the grave, so it could be assumed this was a shared ideology that bound this community in life and death. 

These larger crucifix graves of Figure 3 are also implicative of couples who have been buried together, with this grave being shared by Walenty & Antonina Sliwinska. “The use of flowers itself is significant, the red shows affection and the white tends to symbolize innocence” (Meyer 2020). Which at Christian and Catholic burials are heavy motifs. The condition of the couples grave also appears to better than that of Figure 2, meaning that they may still having living children or relatives who clean or keep the grave under maintenance. Either way this I believe does show that the deceased are still remembered and kept alive through a communal memory. The collective grouping of the Eastern Europeans, also intensifies the nature of the presents and influence of the graves, giving them a stronger presence both in death but also as their living descendants carrying their memory. 

Figure 4 Shows another side to the communal spirit possessed by the Eastern European community, in which it was the only four person Polish Grave. In which it is a decorative family grave, with two separate stones one containing three family members and the second an open book with a later deceased family member. This grave was found on the eastern side of the graveyard with many of the other family plots. This could have several meanings perhaps the family had made wealth in the UK and wanted to be buried with the other local families they bonded with. Or perhaps this was a way to move away from the other Eastern European graves. Or it simply could be that this was the only location that this family could be buried together, as a family. Either way this grave was designed to be seen, its placed close to path with ornate green stones, and well decorated and cared for Tombstones. This family intended to be remembered, just through the typography of their monument. The use of the fern is also significant and has been used on a fair few graves this can be linked to deeper religious meaning: “Because it conceals its beauty in the depths of the forest, the fern represents humility in solitude” (Gast 2000).

Distinct Graves
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Figure 5. 
Figure five, displays a different type of Eastern European grave, Instead of Polish, this one is Ukrainian. Even to go as far to display the Ukrainian Coat of Arms, which shows pride and love of Ukraine, meaning these individuals maintained Ukrainian pride despite being in a foreign country.  (As mirrored by my own maternal grandfather’s grave who had the same). The use of a such a decorative grave immediately turns heads, and the combination of the Welsh Celtic cross to symbolize potentially the individuals within in cooperation of Welsh culture and Christianity. Yet the fact the grave is primarily written in English means that its intended audience is for those local and of the Lampeter area. Despite this a small Ukrainian phrase is left along the bottom perhaps as another throwback to the heritage of the individual.

When it comes to incorporating, personality and community into a grave I believe that the Ukrainian grave can give us the most in-depth. The names Listed are Alexander (Alec) Walnycki and Anna Walnycki. The use of ‘Alec’ which is a nickname and a welsh shortening of Alexander shows a certain level of Ukrainian/Welsh integration. They are shown to be established members of the community being called a devoted parent and grandparent, showing that there are those still alive to remember his and her legacy. The number of flowers, both wreaths, ferns, and red flowers are all indicative of respect and a Christian legacy. Although oddly enough the lack of the St. Peters Cross does put it at odds with most of the Polish graves. This analysis I believe allows a greater understanding of both residents of the grave. It rehumanised them, giving them a lot of pride and cultural identity, even saying which part and farm in the community they are from. Giving them a solid connection to the land, and thus the people within it. 


Findings:
During my graveyard survey I observed trends amongst the Eastern European residents. They tended on average to be well looked after a clean, with more often flowers than not. The lettering was primarily gold, and on some of the more affluent graves had decorative lettering. The age at which they passed away tended to be on average higher with a lot of individuals in their sixties, seventies, and eighties. Showing the life expectancy of this community is good. Tied in with this is the style of the grave, we can see that they had a good quality of life due to them living so long. The Poles and the Ukrainians both seem to take pride in their heritage and community, Shown through extensive use of Russian Orthodox symbology and the use of the polish Cyrillic alphabet.  with many family members being buried together but also people from different families that seem to fit into a big community, of Eastern Europeans. Some Graves tended to be more faded and worn but these primarily were the graves with single occupants. These were perhaps people without relatives or those to remember their memory as they had passed sooner.
Discussion 
I believe I was ultimately successful with my choice and how I recorded results during the survey. However, if I was to change my methodology, I think I would choose to compare both the material used also, as this would allow you to compare craftsmanship and the quality of the Grave vs Other graves. 
Conclusion 
In Conclusion I believe that the community aspect of the Eastern European graves is represented very strongly through the placement, condition, and use of religious and cultural symbols. In the primarily North-Western region of the Graveyard. The Eastern Europeans established a strong sense of community both in life and death in the graveyard through their collective graveyards that harken back to the text and prayers they had in their home countries. The show of flowers and well cleaned and general decorative graves, show that this graveyard has probably helped strengthen and care for the community, acting as a method for those who have lost to respect and commiserate but also remember where their family originated. 
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