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[bookmark: _Toc130302466]Introduction
This proposal will suggest a habitat management plan for the Lampeter UWTSD campus. Existing documentation conducted by the university and relevant organisations/governing bodies will categorise the various habitat and species types that are present in the area. An appropriate plan will demonstrate how to effectively manage the various needs to enhance and potentially increase biodiversity by assessing these various habitats and their associated designations. 

[bookmark: _Toc130302467]What is a Habitat Management Plan?
A habitat management plan is used as a guide for land managers/developers to enhance/protect biodiversity on the site they are overseeing (Betts Ecology, nd). It’s a document that sets out goals and objectives for the location, along with a framework for application and monitoring over a set period of time (RSPB, 2009). How extensive the plan and its objectives are depends on the size of the site, the various habitats within it, and the variety of species within it (Western Power Distribution, 2015).
The cycle of a habitat management plan is carried out as per Table 1, with objectives identified for each feature of the site, along with a plan on how to effectively implement, manage, and report on its progress (Alexander, 2022); crucially it should also involve a review stage to determine whether changes need to be made as the requirements of the area change. 
[bookmark: _Toc130302458]Table 1: Cycle of habitat management plan objectives, (Alexander, 2022)
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In general, a habitat management plan will include the following (Arcus, 2012)- 

· Aims/Objectives: outlines what the plan intends to achieve (Sanquhar II Community Wind Farm, 2019).
· Introduction: provides a description of the site along with aims and objectives of the plan.
· Baseline environment: outlines the habitats and species present in the location, usually including a Phase 1 Habitat Survey (JNCC, 2010).
· Habitats: goes into more details on the habitats on-site, potentially also including a National Vegetation Classification (NVC) (JNCC, 2020) or a water quality (The Freshwater Trust, 2022) report if relevant . This section also identifies what works needs to be done to improve/protect the various habitats and provides objectives that can be monitored both short-term and long-term.
· Fauna: further details on species present on-site, with a particular focus on any vulnerable species that require extra consideration and/or protection. This section also provides scoping for methods on improving the population, through direct or indirect action, ensuring that the maintenance of one species does not negatively impact another. 
· Monitoring: short-term and long-term monitoring is put in place to ensure that the management plan is working as intended and provides insight into any adaptations that need to be made (DBRC, 2020).

Depending on the site, extra factors such as ecosystem services, access, and recreation and tourism management would also be added for consideration (Alexander, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc130302468]Habitat Management Plan – Lampeter UWTSD Campus
[bookmark: _Toc130302469]Aims and Objectives
The aims and objectives of a habitat management plan are arguably the most important part of the plan as they lay out exactly what you’re trying to achieve (Welsh Wildlife Trust, 2020). The top objectives of most habitat management plans are to enhance and protect biodiversity, whilst also minimising any issues for key species (Sanquhar II Community Wind Farm, 2019). For the Lampeter UWTSD campus, extra focus also needs to be given to maintaining and/or improving recreation/tourism services as the area is in frequent use by a variety of stakeholders (UWTSD, 2022). Broad aims/objectives include for this site include- 
· Conserve within the legal obligations of designated habitats and species.
· Improve biodiversity through traditional and/or natural processes.
· Reduce/remove the use of pesticides to maintain the biodiversity baseline.
· Enhance recreational areas of the site without negatively impacting habitat.

[bookmark: _Toc130302470]Location Introduction
Lampeter UWTSD campus is situated in the heart of Lampeter, Ceredigion (UWTSD, 2023). As per Fig 1, the site is broad and contains part of the SSSI/SAC designation from the Afon Teifi running through. Designation was granted in 1997 (DataMapWales, 2023) for the entirety of the Teifi, including selected tributaries that run into it. One of these tributaries, the Afon Dulas, is what runs through the centre of the location area. As a result of this designation, both Ceredigion County Council (Ceredigion County Council, 2020) and Natural Resources Wales (Natural Resources Wales, 2021) are invested in the effective management of the habitats on-site. This means that whilst the overall management responsibility lies with the landowner, namely UWTSD, they have key stakeholders that will require extra monitoring to ensure what is being done is in line with their requirements. These requirements will work in tandem with the Section 6 duty required by the Welsh Government as part of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016; due to the size of UWTSD as an institution, reporting under this duty is also necessary (Welsh Government, 2019).
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[bookmark: _Toc130245535]Figure 1: Boundary of Lampeter UWTSD campus (purple) with SSSI/SAC area (red), (Natural Resources Wales, 2022)
The site includes a variety of habitat types and buildings with public access across the majority (UWTSD, 2023). As seen in Fig 2, there’s a selection of listed buildings and trees with protection orders against them (UWTSD, 2022) along with a variety of habitat types. The site is managed by the Estates department, with hands-on work being carried out by the Grounds team shared across all Wales campuses, with the focus being on both Lampeter and Carmarthen. 
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[bookmark: _Toc130245536]Figure 2: Aerial view of parts of Lampeter UWTSD campus, (UWTSD, 2023)
The campus is used by staff, students, and the local community; as such, certain areas are maintained in such a way as to preserve a certain aesthetic whilst others have a more functional role and are limited in access. As shown in Fig 3, the grounds team also have dedicated cutting schedules to enhance/protect certain areas of the campus (UWTSD, 2022).
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[bookmark: _Toc130245537]Figure 3: Designated cutting levels at Lampeter UWTSD campus, (UWTSD, 2022)

[bookmark: _Toc130302471]Baseline Environment
An in-depth description of the physical and ecological characteristics of the site provides a baseline of the environment status and its stability to be used to assess the success of any implemented plans through regular monitoring, surveying and auditing. This is split into habitat/vegetation and fauna.
Habitat and Vegetation
A Phase 1 (P1) survey is used to map a record of the wildlife and vegetation habitat over large areas (JNCC, 2010). A P1 was previously carried in 2022 out for all the UWTSD campuses by Laurence Brooks MCIEEM (UWTSD, 2022), which identified the habitat types Lampeter; as seen in Tables 2 and 3, this was then compared with a more in-depth analysis of species that were noted as being present (UWTSD, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc130302459]Table 2: Phase 1 survey and associated objectives Part 1, (UWTSD, 2022)
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[bookmark: _Toc130302460]Table 3: Phase 1 survey and associated objectives, Part 2, (UWTSD, 2022)
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The habitats across the site are varied and as such create a mosaic; this ranges from flowing water to old buildings, and so there is immediately a requirement for appropriate management to avoid edge effect from occurring and making movement/migration across the site difficult (Mora, 2022). As the P1 is relatively vague it does not list specific species within the habitats; to achieve a more detailed baseline, a Phase 2 and/or National Vegetation Classification (NVC) would be more appropriate (CIEEM, 2017); this will also be useful when it comes to monitoring the site after implementing management practices (DBRC, 2020).

Fauna
A survey carried out by the Ceredigion Biodiversity Partnership (CBP) (Wales Biodiversity Partnership, 2023) found a number of species present in a 2km radius from the site, as seen in Table 4. However, it should be noted that this recording is limited compared to surveys carried out in more populous areas where study is both more regular and in greater depth; an example of this would be the Crymlyn Burrows SSSI at Swansea University, which has regular biodiversity surveys, along with research into several present species (Swansea University, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc130302461]Table 4: List of S7 priority species within 2km of Lampeter UWTSD campus, (UWTSD, 2022)
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As the species list provided by CBP is limited there is scope to develop this list further. This can be done by working with Natural Resources Wales to assess the SSSI/SAC area, as well as calling on CBP again to provide official lists. In addition, regular informal monitoring can be done by utilising the Local Environmental Records Centre (LERC) app that has been made available by West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre (WWBIC, 2023); this allows for members of the public to record sightings with/without images at any time. However, despite the current limitations, a number of protected species were recorded in all groups (mammalian, birds, reptiles/amphibians, and invertebrates) (UWTSD, 2022). 

[bookmark: _Toc130302472]Habitats
The Phase 1 survey conducted by Laurence Brooks in 2022 (UWTSD, 2022) included a number of varied habitats, including-
· Mixed semi-natural woodland 
· Continuous and scattered shrub  
· Parkland and scattered trees 
· Poor semi-improved grassland  
· Tall ruderal 
· Running water  
· Artificial exposures and waste tips 
· Individual trees  
· Amenity grassland 
· Cultivated ephemeral/short perennial 
· Cultivated introduced shrub 
· Species poor intact hedge 
· Hedgerow with trees 
· Walls 
· Buildings 
· Bare ground 
As seen in Fig 4, a Phase 1 will only contain basic information about the habitat types and what area they cover. A Phase 2 or NVC will determine what is present on-site; this will also provide useful information when it comes to monitoring  (CIEEM, 2017). However, whilst the NVC will identify what different communities of vegetation are present along with their distribution (Pioneer Environment, nd), it does not communicate their current condition. In this instance it would be beneficial to take photos of the initial habitats and note the condition/any issues immediately present. An example of this would be the additional notes provided by Laurence Brooks which indicated that the current mowing schedule was doing well to promote biodiversity across the site without negatively impacting amenity use, whilst potentially increasing the size of the wildlife corridors would also be beneficial long-term (UWTSD, 2022). 
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[bookmark: _Toc130245538]Figure 4: Example of Phase 1 survey, (tyler Ecological Consultants, 2020)
It has also been identified that there has been disturbance in woodland areas, namely around the old railway line that runs through the site (as per Fig 5) (UWTSD, 2022); as this area still has public access and is unofficially used as a footpath through the site it would be difficult to deter people from continuing to cause damage in the short-term. However, there is the potential to create barriers with felled trees/branches whilst planting further hardy tree species in the area. Alternatively, clearing some of the existing vegetation and creating a dedicated seating space may minimise damage by encouraging more regular use by the public. 
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[bookmark: _Toc130245539]Figure 5: Disturbance via fires and littering at Lampeter UWTSD campus, (Macfarlane, 2022)
The SSSI/SAC on-site is designated due to the Afon Dulas (Natural Resources Wales, 2022); when managing the riparian vegetation and the river itself, referring to the management plan put in place by Natural Resources Wales would provide a baseline of what type and quality of habitat type is required (Natural Resources Wales, 2011). However, the difficulty with maintaining the river is that little can be done to counteract pollution events that have occurred further upstream; for example, the Pencefn Dryscol anaerobic digestion plant previously leaked 44,000 gallons of pollutant into the Teifi from the Tregaron area further upstream from the Lampeter UWTSD site (Fish Legal, 2022). This resulted in the death of approximately 18,000 fish along a 5-mile stretch, but the effects of the pollutant would have been felt downstream for some considerable time. Bearing that in mind, areas around the Afon Dulas would particularly benefit from wider corridors or swathes of mixed habitat, such as long perennial grasses and meadow belts (Natural Resources Wales, 2022); this would create more habitat whilst deterring regular users such as students and dog walkers from disturbing the wildlife in that area. From this, fewer interactions with the river would occur. The management of Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus sp) in the river itself should mostly be reserved to ensuring that potential pollution events upstream don't cause excess growth or increased mortality; as an oxygenating aquatic plant, Water-crowfoot is vital to the unique characteristics of the Afon Dulas/Afon Teifi (Natural Resources Wales, 2011); it is also an important species in the UK despite not being native as over 20% of the world's Water-crowfoot exists grows here (Cheshire Wildlife Trust, 2018).
Other invasive species such as Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) can be hand-pulled rather than using pesticides which would go into the watercourse (UWTSD, 2022). To date there is no Japanese Knotweed (Reynoutria japonica) on-site and all other ‘invasive’ species are adequately maintained. Continuing with current practices would ensure no further spread, but more intensive action would potentially remove them and provide native species the opportunity to spread. 
For other areas that aren't already regularly maintained, such as the marshy floodplain, minimal management is required to adequately maintain these habitats; as the area has sustained itself without a previous management plan there is little need for interference (Michael, 2001). As an alternative, further focus should be given to slowly replacing established/listed hedgerows with native species and either removing non-native species in situ or ensuring a wider border will stop any potential spread to other areas. Replacing areas of hedgerow with Black Poplar (Populus nigra) would not only increase biodiversity in those small habitats, but would simultaneously increase the Black Poplar numbers whilst promoting the '200 Trees for 200 Years' project (UWTSD, 2022); also by keeping them at hedgerow height they are less likely to develop leaf rust disease (Forestry Commission, 2020). 
Further fungal intervention/monitoring is required across the site; a recent visit confirmed that Honey Fungus (Armillaria mellea) had resulted in a tree needing to be felled (as per Fig 6); whilst it was believed that this has remedied the situation, fruiting bodies were found some considerable distance away in various areas. This suggests that the infestation has spread further than anticipated and all trees on the upper level of the site near the St David's building need regular checking for the 'boot-lacing' as per Fig 7 that occurs under the bark when honey fungus has spread. Unfortunately the only remedy is to fell the trees, which is problematic when a number of trees have Tree Preservation Orders (UWTSD, 2022); however, to protect further trees, it may be necessary to avoid spread. 
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[bookmark: _Toc130245540]Figure 6: Site of felled tree from Honey Fungus infestation at Lampeter UWTSD Campus, (Macfarlane, 2022)
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[bookmark: _Toc130245541]Figure 7: Boot lacing effect from Honey Fungus infestation, (Element Tree Care, nd)

[bookmark: _Toc130302473]Fauna
Many bat species were recorded as being present on-site, including an unknown myotis variety; given the combination of old buildings and scattered woodland areas along with the river providing perfect feeding/roosting conditions, the most likely species in addition to the Daubenton’s bat (Myotis daubentoniid) would be either the Brandt’s bat (Myotis brandtii) or the Whiskered bat (Myotis mystacinus) (Bat Conservation Trust, 2022). Both species will roost in buildings and like all other UK bat species are vulnerable to pesticides, so the use of pesticides in feeding and roosting areas should be discouraged in place of natural practices. An example of this would be the effective management of Himalayan balsam along the riverbank; employing hand pulling with either controlled burning or third-party removal will reduce the impact on bats whilst simultaneously protecting the water quality of the River Dulas and plants species in/around it, such as the riparian habitat along the riverbank as well as the water crowfoot that naturally regulates the flow and oxygenation of the river (Natural Resources Wales, 2011). 
To potentially boost the numbers of resident bats, increasing roosting opportunities would be beneficial; utilising the ‘200 Trees for 200 Years’ project (UWTSD, 2022) would provide the opportunity to plant more native species suitable for their needs, such as oak, ash and beech (Bat Conservation Trust, 2023). Similarly, as there are old buildings on-site with existing bat access spots (as per Fig 8), ensuring those are well-maintained with back up bat boxes nearby to accommodate for maintenance work on buildings would reduce the disturbance and/or displacement (UWTSD, 2022).
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc130245542]Figure 8: Bat roosting boxes and roof tiles on St David's Building, Lampeter UWTSD, (Macfarlane, 2022)
The two invertebrate species noted as present are the White Ermine (Spilosoma lubricipeda) and the Wall Brown (Lasiommata megera) (UWTSD, 2022); the White Ermine, whilst common in the UK, has been added to the UK BAP priority list as its numbers have decreased by 70% in the last 40 years (Northern Ireland Priority Species, 2018). The Wall Brown is similarly listed due to its declining numbers, and both species are on the Section 7 species list of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 (Wales Biodiversity Partnership, 2016). As meadows have been manually installed into an open area of the site, planting grasses such as Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) and broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) would create more feeding opportunities for both White Ermine and Wall Brown. Widening corridors and installing sections of shorter grass with a stony base would create a suitable habitat for Wall Brown (Butterfly Conservation Trust, nd); as White Ermine is more adaptable for habitat (Butterfly Conservation Trust, nd), widening corridors and implementing a low maintenance schedule would reduce disturbance whilst also increasing habitat variability to suit their needs throughout their lifecycle. Similarly, utilising common nettle (Urtica dioica) will not only deter people from walking through certain areas but will provide further feeding opportunities (Butterfly Conservation Trust, nd).
Enhancing the meadow area will provide a more suitable habitat for the Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis), as stony areas will provide basking opportunities. Widening corridors will enable freer movement between habitats throughout the seasons (RSPB, nd); this ease of movement will also be of benefit to other noted species, such as the European Otter (Lutra lutra) (Animalia, nd), European Water Vole (Arvicola amphibius), and European Polecat (Mustela putorius) (Mammal Society, 2023).
Through planned coppicing of willows (Salix sp) on-site and regular tree maintenance, deadwood can be piled in areas that are restricted access; by stacking wood in these spaces, habitat for European Hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus) can be left undisturbed by dog walkers/etc (Heart of England Forest, 2021). The same practice with cut grasses can create nesting sites for the European Polecat, whilst also encouraging their prey of rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus).
Bird boxes such as Fig 9 and careful coppicing of trees would benefit a range of the smaller bird species recorded (Love The garden, nd); similarly, mowing and leaving grasses will allow for nest-building material. For larger birds of prey such as the red kite (Milvus milvus), setting up feeding stations would be beneficial as they are primarily scavengers more than hunters; adding these in would reduce the risk of predation on animals that are attempting to be conserved (Bonter, et al., 2013). 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc130245543]Figure 9: Variety of bird boxes installed around Lampeter UWTSD campus, (Macfarlane, 2022)

[bookmark: _Toc130302474]Access and Recreation/Tourism
UWTSD owns the site and so staff and students have regular access to most/all areas. However, as the site has been present for some time and has cultural significance, it is in common use by the local community (UWTSD, 2022); as per Fig 10, areas have been developed to accommodate usage whilst enhancing biodiversity.
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[bookmark: _Toc130245544]Figure 10: Photo of installed meadow as part of recreational field at Lampeter UWTSD campus, (Macfarlane, 2022)
There are already established roads and paths around the site, so access is currently only limited in the marshy floodplain as the grounds team doesn't maintain it (UWTSD, 2022). There is a cycle path that runs alongside and existing gates that lead into it, so potentially installing a raised boardwalk from the entrance would aid access to the back of this section without negatively impacting the area (Wickcraft Boardwalks, 2019); a raised boardwalk would require much less digging and would keep users above the water-logged ground. Installing signs and locks at the gates that show it is restricted access would also reduce the risk of use by the public.
For recreation/tourism, the meadow field is currently the most popular area and is regularly used by dog walkers and local community schools (UWTSD, 2022); with strategic planting, users can be diverted away from the river area. Similarly, widening habitat corridors with different cutting schedules/etc would keep people further away from conservation areas and enhance the aesthetic so that it can still be enjoyed/used. Working with local partnerships such as the National Botanic Garden of Wales can also set up plant/animal ID walks (National Botanic Garden of Wales, 2023) around the site whilst providing the opportunity to educate the community on conservation and encourage them to log records on apps such as LERC (WWBIC, 2023). Installations such as feeding stations and deadwood piles should ideally be kept in areas that do not have high footfall to minimise disturbance (Forest Enterprise, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc130302475]Monitoring
Monitoring of the habitat management plan can be done via both short-term and long-term audits (CIEEM, 2021); these can be carried out by local volunteers with the use of apps or written surveys (DBRC, 2022), but ideally for an in-depth report on progress the work will be conducted by qualified ecologists (South Downs National Park, nd) using a standardised template as per Table 5. This ensures the adequate level of knowledge and experience can adequately review the condition of the site and make educated recommendations on any changes that need to be implemented. 
[bookmark: _Toc130302462]Table 5: The BNG Good Practice Principles and Indicators for Audit Reporting, (CIEEM, 2021)
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In addition, for areas such as the Lampeter UWTSD campus a qualified professional would be required as they will need to possess certain licences to carry out update surveys, such as a bat licence (UK Government, 2015). Also by using professional ecologists to conduct the monitoring process, adequate reporting can be forwarded to the relevant stakeholders involved in overseeing the management of the site, such as Natural Resources Wales (Natural Resources Wales, 2021), Ceredigion Council (Ceredigion County Council, 2020), and the Welsh Government (UWTSD, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc130302476]Conclusion
The scope of this habitat management plan is limited and with greater investigation and analysis a more robust plan could be developed to fully enhance and protect biodiversity across the Lampeter UWTSD campus, focusing on more areas of development such as flood defence, seasonal adaptations, and potential development of currently undermanaged areas. However, as a starting point, the plan provides insight into how to adequately maintain a selection of the habitats on-site, along with a number of processes to not only protect the section 7 species recorded but enhance biodiversity in general whilst adhering to legislation and reporting requirements. 
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Table 2. 7 priority species recorded within 2km of UNTSD Lampeter Campus

Scientific Name

[ Common Name

Mammals
‘Arvicola amphibius European Water Vole
Erinaceus europaeus | West European Hedgehog
Lepus europaeus Brown Hare

Lutra European Ofter

Mustela putorius Polecat

Myotis Unidentified Bat

Myotis daubentonid

Daubenton's Bat

Nyefalus noctule Noctule Bat
Pipistrellus Pipistrelle

Pipistrellus Common Pipistrelle
Pipistrellus pyqmaets | Soprano Pipistrelle
Plecolus auratus Brown Long-eared Bal
Birds

‘Alcedo atthis Kingfisher

Falco tinnunciius Kestrel

Mivus Red Kile

Passer domeslicus House Sparrow
Phylloscopus sibilafrix | Wood Warbler
Poecile montanus Willow Tit

Prunella moduiaris Dunnock

Sturnus vuigars Starling

Turdlus philomelos Song Thrush

Reptiles and Amphibians

Anquis fragilis [Siow worm
Invertebrates

Lasiommata megera | Wall Brown

‘Spilosoma lubricioeda | White Ermine
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Prir
Principle 1

Indicato

Measures to avoid and minimise biodiversity loss and to rehabiltate/estore bodiversiy affected

Apply the | by the projectare: 1) defined and documente, 2)implemented and monitored; and 3) managed
Mitigation | or the duration of the roject impacts. For example, mantainrecords of the consideration of
Hierarchy | aiternatives as evidence of avoidance measures implemented.
Principle 2| Project documents describe any impacts o replaceable and vulnerable bodversity resources,
Avoid losing | e, pemanent loss or damage to semnatural anient woodland, ancient climax vegetation
biodiversity | communites, veteran tees, endemic and intemationall are species that cannot be replaced
that cannot | within reasonable timeframes.
beoffset
by gains | Projects with impacts on ieplaceable habitats cannot achieve BNG. These projects should
elsewhere | demonsirate where biodersity compensation has been provided but cannot clam project-wide
achievement of BNG. These projects should transparentiy and comprehensivlyrefer o the
impacts onieplaceable habtats in communications and reports.
Principle 3| Evidence of iput from and consultation withnature conservation bodies, th local communty, he
Be inclusive | local lanning authority and other relevant stakeholders. (NB: For smalie scale projects, this may
and equitable |
partof the planning consuftation process)
Terms of Reference for any Stakeholder Partnerships are agreed and published, with the roles and
responsibiiies of members clearly defined
Principle 4| Evidence that BNG has been achieved within the project.
Address risks
‘Sources of risk and uncertainty in design and implementation of miigation are documented.
Identiyisks that may present themselves during the 30-year management perod and how these
should be dealtwith
Principle | Suitable metric s used for all habitat impacts quantifiedrlatve o the pre-project condition of
5.Makea | each habitat.
measurable.
NetGain | Gains anticipated from habitat ceation, enhancement and positve management are quantiied
relatve o the predicted conditon nthe absence of BNG activies.
Principle | Evidence s provided that BNG commitments contribute (now of i the uture) toregional and
6.Achieve | national conservation goals, .9, Local Nature Recovery Strategies.
the best
QUICOMES (01 | proyide evidence that the BNG design has considered where it possible o contribute to
bioANerStY | cupperting pricrty species populations.
Provide evidence to show where addiionaliy has been proven within the buit environment and
wihat gains are achieved.
Principle 7. | Evidence s provided that the conservation gains were caused by project aciviies and would not
Be additional | have occurred inothercircumstances.
Principle 8| Evidence i provided that hose responsble for implementing project bodiversiy management
Create a Net | have therequisite management and technical capactyfor thei specifed roes.
Gain legacy
Key Performance Indicators are st fo biodversiy features affected by the project and specific,
‘measurable and time bounded targets for ndicating conservaion success are clearly stated.
Evidence s provided that any reasonably freseeable future developments that might afect ong-
term commitments to biodiversityinclucing developments by tird parties, have been considered.
Evidence that legaland financial mecharisms areinplace to quarantee th financial and
insiitutional viabity of a iodiversity managemen for a minimum 30 years or at least the
duration ofthe projects impacts.
Evidence i provide that management is adapted, where necessary, throughout implementation
o deliver the agreed conservation outcomes and monitoring isinplace o dentiy risks to
achieving specified outcomes.
Evidence that the design has considered where it s possibleto create features for species, in
particular, priority species.
Principle 5. | Evidence provided that the rojectprioritises BNG targe, but then seeks opportuites for gains
Optimise | for the wider environment the community and he.
- ment, ity and the econorny.
Principle 10. | The commitment 0 BNG is stated by th project developer in apublicly available document.
Be Resultsof project audits are publicy available where claims of BNG are made at relevant poject
transparent | stages,including projec closure and any deviations from original design specifications are clearly

stated.

Evidence that the best available scientifc knowledge and methods have been used in BNG design
‘and implementation and knowledge is ransferred back tothe scientific community.
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