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Burton, Janet: Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida

Burton has a personal interest in the Cistercians, indeed lecturing on the topic (Cistercians 1 and II at UWTSD) and being the author a number of books including The Cistercians in the Middle Ages - Monastic Orders (Boydell & Brewer Ltd 2016). It would seem reasonable that in researching for the books Burton has written, she would have research for the paper at her fingertips. Additionally, Burton is part of the monastic Wales project and participates in Arts and Humanities Research Council funded project (AH/R0058421).
Strata Florida is in the county of Ceredigion as is UWTSD; therefor site visits and archive visits would be possible.
In the introductory pages of the paper, Burton details the purpose of her paper as being, ‘three disputes or disturbances at one of the most prestigious – if not the largest or wealthiest – of the Cistercian abbeys in Wales, Strata Florida[footnoteRef:1].’  [1:  Burton J, 2019 ‘Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida’ Welsh History Review pp377] 

Burton questions whether the problems occurred because or despite of the politics of Welsh rule and decline of the dynasty of Deheubarth. The paper further argues that the Abbot of Aberconwy’s invasion of Strata Florida was some forty years earlier than originally thought.
Burton states that she will place the three incidents in their social and political contexts
Burton clearly states that she will draw on documentary sources to include those from Strata Florida, the General Chapter of the Cistercian Order, English Crown petitions and their responses, petitions from Welsh White Monks to England’s King, and Episcopal registers and government records 

Sources
Primary Sources
Register Trillek, pp37 (13 May 1346),62 (25 April1346)
Appointment of clergy to investigate and conduct an enquiry regarding Clement regaining his post.
Register Trillek, pp 112 – 113
No dates but the argument is that all documents for the appeal were sent to London and have subsequently been destroyed in fire of London 1666. Therefore this must be secondary?

Heale Martin 2016 The Abbots and Priors of Late Medieval and Reformation England Oxford 2016
However Martin Heale suggests that ‘there is little doubt that a disputed abbatial election was one of the most harmful and destabilising occurrences that could befall a monastic community’[footnoteRef:2]. Heal adds that the heads of Welsh monasteries are ripe for historical investigation. Heale’s work could provide some answers for Burton’s work. [2:  Martin Heale, The Abbots and Priors of Late Medieval and Reformation England (Oxford, 2016), pp.34-7] 

This would be primary if research based which I think it is. However, if scholastic or educational it would be secondary.


Archive sources
London, The National Archives (TNA)– SC8/82/4057. & SC8/4/165
 & SC8/34/1681
TNA – 8/336/15874, SC8/874334,4335, 4336
TNA petitions from Abbot of Whitland believed to be 1320
Col. Pat. R 1292 – 1301 p499 license to rebuild following a fire, there were a number of conditions..
Calendar of the Charter of Rolls Preserved in the Public Record Office, 6 vols (London 1903 – 27), 1327-41 pp 382-86 (p382); Col. Pat. R. 1377-81 p551.  (included in an inspexium 0f 20 October1380 to Abbot Llywelyn Fychan).
TNA C 85/167/22 An attempt to excommunicate the abbot of Strata Florida
TNA C/14558/29 Johannes could be Latin for John
TNA E36/144, fol.1cv Relates the Register of Edward the Black Prince. Strong point raised that as Clement had removed items from Strata Florida he should not be readmitted
TNA E36/144, fol. 36v calendared in reg. Black Prince,1, p.44
TNA E36/144, fol. 121v calendared in reg. Black Prince,1, p.132
Explains how prince wanted Strata Florida kept safe. The argument goes further stating that following decline of house of Dinefwr Strata Florida had moved into the hands of English Crown.
TNA SC 8/98/4852. For a petition of Elene see TNA SC 8/98/4853
TNA SC 8/49/2410, an undated petition in which Gwenllian, daughter of Meredith, requests that as she is old and feeble, she may be allowed to grant the land she holds in Cardiganshire to her two daughters, and if it is the king’s wish that the land not be divided, she might grant it to whichever of the two she wishes. See also TNA SC 8/73/3611

TNA SC 8/240/11951 (undated but assigned the date range 1331–2). 41 TNA SC 8/98/4851; see also Cal. Cl. R. 1330–1333, p. 486; Calendar of Inquisitions Miscellaneous (Chancery), II (1916), no. 1292 (p. 316). 42 Calendar of Charter Rolls 1327–41, pp
TNA SC 8/139/6928; Rees (ed.), Calendar of Ancient Petitions, p. 235
TNA C 66/453, m. 19; Cal. Pat. R. 1441–1446, pp. 95–6. Listed here as Richard, the anglicised version of Rhys (Rhysiart)
TNA C 66/453, m. 19; Cal.Pat.R. 1441–46, pp. 95–6. 75 The monks pleas were accepted and pardoned of their debts.
TNA SC 8/336/15974; calendared in Rees (ed.), Calendar of Ancient Petitions, The return of conflict this time Abbot John Cobb from Cymer near Dolgellau claiming that John ap Rhys who had returned and taken possession the goods of the house by force.
TNA C 66/455, m. 6; Cal. Pat. R., 1441–1446, pp. 151–2.The patent identifies William Morys as successor to Abbot Rhys by Abbot Dafydd of Whitland and witnessed by two other Abbots from Buildwas and Margam.
TNA C 66/453, m. 19; Cal.Pat.R., 1441–1446, pp. 95–6 Burton suggests that William was the unnamed pardoned monk
On line sources
Monastic Wales project www.monasticwales.org
Arts and Humanities Research Council funded project (AH/R0058421) brief mentioned at Leeds University and Strata Florida websites
Dodd and McHardy Petitions to the Crown xvii https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-ecclesiastical-history
Petitions from Abbot Johan to the king complaining against Johan ap Rhys Abbot of Conway who allegedly held the Abbey over Lent
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9209112
This website/archive confirms the findings within the article reached independently

www.gutorglyn.net/gutorglyn/poem/?poem-selection=005–009
Poetry probably compiled at Strata Florida in 1430’s

David Knowles, C. N. L. Brooke, and Vera C. M. London (eds), The Heads of Religious Houses: England andWales,I, 940–1216, 2nd edn (Cambridge, 2001); David M. Smith and Vera C. M. London (eds), The Heads of Religious Houses: England and Wales, II, 1216–1377 (Cambridge, 2001); David M. Smith (ed.), The Heads of Religious Houses: England and Wales,III, 1377–1540 (Cambridge, 2008).
A valuable source of information to clarify the names and dates of Abbots at the abbeys at Strata Florida and Conwy in particular but additionally as this is a reference book I believe it is tertiary?

Rozier, Charles C.: Repairing the loss of the past: the use of written, oral and physical evidence in the Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis (c.1113−42)* 
Published 2019 Institute of Historical Research.
Rozier advises that the paper in part was delivered in seminars as Swansea and Aberystwyth Universities. The research was undertaken as part of a College of Arts and Humanities (COAH) grant for fieldwork and manuscript research. The research is based upon the work Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis as edited by M Chibnall 1969-1980 and interpreted by Rozier and Roach et al.
Given the references to previous work undertaken by Rozier it appears that he has invested many years of research into Orderic Vitalis work and interpretation of the past. Three of the manuscripts of Ecclesiastical History can be found in original form in Paris whilst the fourth lost volumes contents are in Vatican Library Rome. Much of the research and discussions about Orderic’s work have centred on the reliability or lack thereof his sources including oral testimony and access to eyewitnesses.

Primary sources
The Ecclesiastical History of Orderic Vitalis ed M.Chibnal (1969-80) Oxford[footnoteRef:3] [3:  What is a Primary Source? - Library Research Guide for the History of Science: Introduction - Research Guides at Harvard Library] 

I had a huge discussion with myself about this being primary or not. I categorized it as primary based on Harvard’s information stating that translations are acceptable primary sources.
Ecclesiastic History forms the basis for the entire discussion. Rozier analyses how Vitalis had a combination of written documents, oral records that may have been passed down
Gesta Normannorum Ducum, i. 16–27, at pp. 18–19 (there is a version for sale on Amazon edited by Van Hutz,)
William of Jumiege wrote before 1060 of Viking raiders burning monastic houses whilst the local population either buried or moved belongings, causing them to be lost and providing Orderic with a reason for the loss of documents.
Van Houts, ‘Memory and Gender’ Palgrave McMillan 
I think the new arguments raised in this book make it primary
Rozier uses the argument of eyewitness oral testimony being acceptable, but that there is a limit to how long stories passed down can have legitimacy.
Acta Sanctorumordinis sancti Benedicti, ed J.Mabillon
Both Rozier and Vitalis used the text which outlines how the tenth century relics referred to by Evroul had been dispersed. Orderic writing that the tract had been written anonymously and was there not necessarily accurate.
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