[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderFirstPage] 

[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderEvenPages] 


[bookmark: TITUS1HeaderPrimary] 




[image: ]



A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK.


Natalie Wellbeloved
1816017
BSc Professional Policing Practice
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word Count: 7,884
Acknowledgements
I would like to take the opportunity to thank my dissertation tutor Rachel Smith for her continued help and support through the process of this dissertation. 
I would like to give heartfelt thanks to my family, friends and partner for their endless support through the last academic year whilst completing this dissertation. Additionally, I would also like to thank my work colleagues for their ongoing support and guidance, not only through the third academic year but throughout my whole academic journey. Together, they have all given me motivation and enthusiasm to complete my studies. 
Overall, I am very grateful and lucky to have such a strong support network around me during the last three years. The ongoing encouragement is something I will be forever grateful for.












Declaration
This work has not previously been accepted in substance for any degree and is not being concurrently submitted in candidature for any degree.
Signed: Natalie Wellbeloved 
Date: 26/11/2021

Statement 1:
This dissertation is being submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of BSc.
Signed: Natalie Wellbeloved
Date: 26/11/2021

Statement 2:
This dissertation is the result of my own independent work/investigation, except where otherwise stated.
Other sources are acknowledged by footnotes giving explicit references.  A bibliography is appended.
Signed: Natalie Wellbeloved
Date: 26/11/2021

Statement 3:
I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available for photocopying and for interlibrary loan, and for the title and summary to be made available to outside organisations.
Signed: Natalie Wellbeloved
Date: 26/11/2021

Statement 4:
I hereby give consent for my dissertation, if accepted, to be available on the university’s IT system to those who have consent to use the system.
Signed: Natalie Wellbeloved
Date: 26/11/2021




























Abstract
	The aim of this dissertation was to conduct a thorough review of whether an evidence-based style of policing helps with combatting and fighting criminality in the UK. The researcher investigated available research surrounding evidence-based policing in order to conduct an in-depth critical analysis on the methods and approaches and if these are effective in policing.
	To obtain an enhanced understanding on evidence-based policing and how it is best implemented into policing in today’s society, the researcher analysed secondary data to better understand the potential themes of what causes and contributes towards crime for such policing styles to be incorporated. 
	The findings of the dissertation support a significant amount of literature which was analysed throughout the Literature Review chapter. The common theme throughout this research project was that of evidence-based policing approaches being proven to be effective in low level crimes when implemented, however there is a lack of evidence to suggest that it is effective in crimes of a more serious and complex nature.
	The dissertation has achieved its aim by answering both the fourth aim and objective set “To conduct secondary research and analyse the data gathered to obtain a better understanding of the themes and views towards how evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK” and the dissertation title. Although it has drawn from existing literature to support its analysis there is still gaps in study which can be further researched in future.
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Chapter 1 – Introduction
1.1 Introduction
The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate thoroughly whether or not evidence-based policing plays a vital role in the way in which police forces in the UK approach and help combat crimes and its causes. It will aim to provide an answer to the dissertation title: “A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK. This chapter aims to introduce the topic, background and rationale for the overall dissertation. It will outline the aim of the dissertation and the four objectives that will look to be met.
1.2 Background and Research Rationale
	Crime in today’s society is on the rise and often defined independently through our own person experiences for example if we ourselves have been a victim of a crime or it can be defined through the perception of others looking on to such activities. It is certain that crime will always cease to exist now and in future however, if police officers investigate and obtain a better understanding of why such activities take place, they can then start to combat such criminality. 
	Evidence-based policing has been promoted by both professional bodies and academic authorities and has been seen to assist with creating approaches or initiatives in order to combat criminality in the UK. This style of policing looks to seek at what is most effective through the use of research, evaluating and measuring the impact of a specific crime by implementing a particular approach. When a successful evidence-based policing approach has been identified this could have an effect to help combat criminality in a specific policing area.
The justification for this research is to investigate the current impact of evidence-based policing in policing in today’s society. It will be essential to understand in depth how the police implement evidence-based policing approaches by analysing crime and its causes that are ongoing in their own forces and local communities. It is vital to research approaches and initiatives that have been put in into practice in certain forces and critically analyse the effect they had on that specific crime and essentially if they are effective.
1.3 Aims and Objectives
The ultimate aim of this dissertation is to establish if evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK. It will look to critically analyse both the strengths and weaknesses of this style of policing approach and attempt to answer the following objectives;
· Objective 1: To analyse how criminality is approached in relation to the current methods and theories in place within the police service.
· Objective 2: To select an appropriate research method to explore evidence-based policing, criminality and understand the methods and theories in place.
· Objective 3: To conduct secondary research and analyse the data gathered to obtain a better understanding of the themes and views towards how evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK.
· Objective 4: To identify how forces use Evidence-based Policing and to evaluate if it is successful.
1.4 Conclusion
	This chapter has introduced the dissertation title and identified why there is a necessity to conduct research on this chosen topic. It has highlighted the aim and the four objectives which will seek to be answered throughout the dissertation. The next chapter discusses the literature review, which discusses evidence-based policing in depth and how it is implemented in policing already including crime and its causes.






Chapter 2 – Literature Review
2.1 Introduction
The purpose of this chapter is to conduct a review of available literature concerning criminality in the UK in today’s society, and to critically analyse whether or not evidence-based policing helps with tackling such disorder.
	In this chapter, the existing literature will be gathered from a wide range of secondary sources identified by the literature review to include search engines, the UWTSD library catalogue, peer reviewed journals and handbooks. As referenced in chapter one, this includes Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing Students, The College of Policing Crime Reduction Toolkit and numerous studies from Pepper and Rogers, Palmer and Kirby and Thornton and Sidebottom. This will provide the framework of not only online research but also relevant legislation, theories and strategies, as well as peer reviewed journal articles relating to how evidence-based policing is implemented into policing today and the impact it has on fighting crime and disorder within our communities.
	There is a lack of current literature which discusses whether or not evidence-based policing, otherwise known as EBP, is effective when dealing with crimes which are more serious and of a complex nature, suggesting there is a gap in the academic understanding of how crime reduction is still neglected and not always a policing priority.
	As stated within chapter one, the aim of this dissertation is:
To analyse how criminality is approached in relation to the current methods and theories in place within the police service.
	This literature review will rely upon a vast amount of secondary material that is specific to a particular sector. The literature found to support this dissertation will be written by representatives of those particular sector organisations so therefore an element of bias is likely to arise. 
2.2 Definitions of crime 
Research does not provide a definitive answer to what crime is although it may seem obvious. Definitions of crime have been found to be “mutable, and they change as society and our attitudes change” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.62). However, after consideration we usually tend to define ‘crime’ through our own personal experience or perception. Blackstone’s Handbook for Policing Students supports this, as Bryant and Bryant state that “without reference to existing concepts of crime and laws there is nothing about an activity in itself that marks it out as a crime” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.63). For example, some may say that crime is not to be tolerated and may be an activity that “society would like to eradicate or prevent, or that crime is a measure of society’s health” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.62). Although, others may look at crime as “a particular activity” purely because “the law defines it as such” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.62). Various examples of behaviours which officers are to police in today’s society can identify “crimes through social construction, ie that no act or behaviour is in itself wrong but rather that societies will identify different activities as crimes, according to the specific needs of a given society at a particular point in history” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.62). 
2.2.1 Crime and its causes
	Bryant and Bryant, discuss that “when examining the causes of crime, an important starting point is to acknowledge some fundamental differences in how we might understand the various reasons for the commission of criminal acts” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.64) which will in turn help with how police operate. 
	Morrison makes a valid point by stating that not one community “will ever get rid of the criminal problem unless its population is compose of healthy and vigorous citizens” (Morrison, 2005). However, Morrison drew upon this conclusion from his opinion that it stems from a “career of crime” with that being that “very often crime is but the offspring of degeneracy and disease. A diseased and degenerate population, no matter how favourably circumstanced in other respects, will always produce a plentiful crop of criminals” (Morrison, 2005). Bryant and Bryant does support this to some extent however describes it as “criminal by nature” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.64). They have discussed that such criminal activity can stem from birth or possibly due to the society that they live in. For example, this can include “everything from our schooling, how our parents raised us, our local community, and every arbitrary experience that has good, bad or indifferent outcomes” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.64). 
	Bryant and Bryant, also discuss a phrase namely “crime by nurture” as a way of examining how a person is involved in crime and explained as “a product of the social situation in which they occur” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.64). In this example, they discuss a scenario of a single parent who has no money and as a result is so desperate for essentials from a store that they shoplift to obtain what they need for the baby. Now, it is said that although it is obvious that they have committed a crime, “it could be said that a more serious problem is that she should be in such a difficult position in the first place” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.64). A theory which supports this phrase is the Rational Choice Theory, “which states that criminals make a rational decision before committing a crime” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.64).
2.3 Evidence-based policing
	The College of Policing, otherwise referred to as COP, states that through research carried out by police forces throughout the UK, in partnership with academic institutions, both professional bodies and academic authorities “have promoted the idea of ‘evidence-based policing (EBP) as an approach to countering crime in the UK” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71). This study argues that this style of policing “is concerned with basic research on what works best (when implemented properly under controlled conditions), and ongoing outcomes research where the issue being examined is evaluated over time” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71). In the end, it looks to highlight what methods are effective by evaluating and measuring the impact that changes in existing methods and practices can make. 
	COP argues that “systematic reviews of existing evidence” is significant in underlining the “importance of a scientific approach to evaluating police practice” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71). Such reviews have utilised “the use of ‘randomized trials’ and ‘randomized control trials’ (RCTs)” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71). In a recent evaluation conducted by College of Policing, they looked at using randomised control trials, otherwise referred to as RCTs, as an example of an EBP approach. This approach looked into the “impact of body-worn video on criminal justice outcomes of domestic abuse incidents” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71). The result showed that there was an increase of charges against the subject in relation to domestic abuse investigations if the officer activated their body-worn video. However, even though this EBP approach had a positive impact the percentage was very low after only showing a “9 per cent increase” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71) and COP argues that such EBP approaches in policing is on the up it is still very scarce.
	Further to this, COP state that “there have been very few reliable outcomes from EBP initiatives in the UK that have directly affected operational police practice” however do state that such EBP approaches “can result in best practice guidelines, new authorized professional practice (APP) or Codes of Practice being laid down in law” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.74). 
	In 2020, Pepper, Rogers and Martin conducted a study into the use of EBP. This study suggested that “it is clear that in order for the police service to be recognized as the profession to which it aspires, it requires the evolution of a body of evidence-based knowledge to underpin the profession” (Pepper and Rogers, 2020, p.91-92). In this study, they discuss that EBP approaches have been positive in “identifying crime hotspots through analysing crime data leading to targeted police operations” (Pepper and Rogers, 2020, p.93). This article drew on an example of recent thefts of mopeds which have been on the rise across the cities in the UK. The EBP approach which was adopted along with existing crime statistics and academic studies, “identified a lack of UK-based evidence of what works in UK practice” (Pepper and Rogers, 2020, p.93). 
	Through further research and the use of the Problem Orientated Policing method as suggested by Goldstein in 1990, crime hotspots were identified and as a result police forces across the UK were able to implement targeted patrols and police operations to show more high visibility in the affected areas and to heighten awareness to communities. Utilising the EBP approach the statistics were then again measured which returned positive results and saw a reduction in offences being committed. An example provided by this study, highlights an EBP project which related to a spate of mobile phones being lost or stolen on a university campus. Through the use of local records relating to mobile phone thefts on a particular university campus and the theory of interventions a plan was implemented. For example, IMEI numbers were obtained from students and also educate them on the possibility of thefts and what can be done to ensure that this can be minimised if not eradicated altogether. This study suggests that by educating students would in turn minimise the number of offences committed in relation to mobile phone thefts. 
	This study concludes that overall “such a multitude of small-scale EBP research projects offers police forces the opportunities to evaluate new ideas, new ways of working, tackling established problems, and the chance to evaluate new interventions” (Pepper and Rogers, 2020, p.93-94). It argues that “EBP can strengthen police accountability to the public and those agencies charged with governance responsibility for the service” which will “lead to greater transparency, legitimacy, and accountability in professional practice, ultimately strengthening police-public relationships and enhancing the democratic policing model” (Pepper and Rogers, 2020, p.94-95). 
	In 2019, a further study conducted around EBP by Palmer, Kirby and Coleman, has found that “policing is too important a subject to rely upon intuitive and unsystematic approaches” and states that the “ability of the police to accept and use research-based evidence is also affected by numerous influences” (Palmer and Kirby, 2019, p.92). Sherman provides a definition and explanation of EBP as already mentioned in this dissertation although this study highlights the concerns raised. This study examines how the “limited and inconsistent use of hot-spot patrol, which remains a well-evidenced police approach” and that when such patrols are implemented by police forces “they are often using conventional location based deployments, which reduce its impact” (Palmer and Kirby, 2019, p.92). It also highlights that evidence prior to implementing an EBP approach can be incorrect, with that being that studies have found that victims do not report incidents straight away to police therefore making the evidence not being “collected robustly, interpreted accurately or used appropriately” (Palmer and Kirby, 2019, p.92). The study also suggest that “police organizational culture” can have an influence on decision making and what approaches are best used based on “’hunches and best guesses; traditions and habits; anecdotes and stories’” (Palmer and Kirby, 2019, p.92). This study shows that EBP is not always taught nationwide and understood correctly to make it effective and state that “police officers are more likely to take information from within their own agency through policies and procedures” (Palmer and Kirby, 2019, p.93).
2.4 Crime Reduction and Crime Prevention
	“Crime prevention is a long-standing but often neglected policing priority” and one of which that suggests that “all police officers have a crime prevention responsibility” in there day to day role. Blackstone’s insists that “crime prevention can be used in a targeted and directed manner to reduce crime and to thereby free more police resources for dedicated proactive police work” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.70). 
	A theory introduced as ‘The Crime Reduction Toolkit’ by COP “summarises the best available research evidence on what works to reduce crime” through “interventions which span a broad range of approaches and problems” (About the Crime Reduction Toolkit | What Works Centre for Crime Reduction, 2020). Through the use of a systematic review process these interventions are then presented on a framework named ‘EMMIE’, (figure 1). This theory looks to assist the decision making process and draws on reflection of what may have worked well in an intervention and what has not. It does this through by analysing the impact that a specific intervention had on reducing such crime together with the strength of evidence which is or was available at the time. 
	[image: ]

Figure 1 – EMMIE
(source About the Crime Reduction Toolkit | What Works Centre for Crime Reduction, 2020)

	An article which critically analyses this theory comments “that an intervention ‘deterred’ offending, but little was said as to how this deterrence might be achieved. If a review explicated what was meant by deterrence (i.e. specific or general) and/or discussed the means by which deterrence might be achieved (e.g. by making it more likely that the offender would be apprehended)” (Thornton and Sidebottom, 2019, p.13).
2.5 Implementing evidence-based
	Implementing crime prevention strategies into every day policing will in turn mean that police officers will eventually all “continually anticipate, recognize, and assess the risk of criminal activity” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.74). This will ensure that through the use of such intervention and theories, “measures can be taken to reduce the risk” of such criminal activity that may be imposed within communities (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.74).
	However, dependent on the type of criminal activity that needs to be addressed is dependent on what action is to be taken. For example, this could be on a small scale through the use of local meetings with community representatives and members of the communities to highlight and address the causes and ultimately provide that reassurance the public want to see from their police force. Although on the other hand, if the activity is much greater then a more complex approach will need to be addressed. Police officers will need to evaluate what short or long-term measures “can be taken to reduce the criminal opportunity” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.74).
	In turn, the idealistic scenario for all communities across the UK is for crime to be reduced significantly or abolished altogether. However, this really isn’t realistic and unfortunately crime will always exist in our modern day world. This research does show that to reduce such criminality is to draw on the evidence available, however as already mentioned this can be incorrect at times or very scarce. 
2.6 Conclusion
	Using theories and models such as the EMMIE crime reduction toolkit can more often than not come at a cost to police forces nationwide and can ultimately be time-consuming. This study has shown that there is a legitimate reasoning behind the method of EBP and that through such systematic reviews and RCTs you can implement the correct initiatives to help fight and combat such criminality however those same references also reflect that it has not always been the strongest ways to highlight how crime is effecting communities throughout the country. For example, there has been a statistics which does show that it has certainly has been an increase in criminal charges against those offenders however this is not a drastic change that I believe police forces want to see.
	Blackstone’s states that “policing in general (and crime reduction in particular) is increasingly subject to research and evaluation and the results of this research will help ensure that any claims used to justify preventative strategies are based on firm evidence” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.71). Although there is some evidence out there to suggest that evidence-based policing may work for the smaller scale approaches within police forces, such as mobile phone thefts in local universities and moped thefts, there is a clear lack of evidence for whether EBP has benefitted larger approaches for the most serious and complex offences. 














Chapter 3 – Research Methodology
3.1 Introduction
In the previous chapter of this study, it was clearly demonstrated that there was a gap in the academic understanding of how crime reduction is still neglected and not always a policing priority. With the use of available literature concerning the topic of criminality in the UK in today’s society, a review was conducted to critically analyse whether or not EBP helps with tackling such disorder. In order to progress this study, the main focus is to develop an enhanced awareness of this subject by analysing specific methods and methodology. 
3.2 Aims and objectives
The main aim throughout this chapter is to achieve the second objective: 
· To select an appropriate research method to explore evidence-based policing, criminality and understand the methods and theories in place.
	To ensure a better understanding of the overall research process behind this study, this chapter will now discuss the chosen methods and intended methodology including the limitations which rose during the research process.
3.3 Methods 
	3.3.1 The Research Onion
When researching techniques regarding collection of both primary and secondary data, the ‘Research Onion’ was one method which was used quite often in studies. In 2007, Lewis, Thornhill and Saunders introduced the ‘research onion’ model as a way of processing the data that has been obtained and “symbolically illustrates the ways in which different elements involved in the research could be examined to develop the final research design” (Understanding the Research Onion | Writing Guides | 15 Writers, 2020) of a research study.
	This model consists of six layers which include philosophy, approach, strategy, choices of methods, time horizons, data collection and analysis, all of which are equally important to achieving the most from data (Understanding the Research Onion | Writing Guides | 15 Writers, 2020). In short Lewis, Thornhill and Saunders discuss that “how you collect your data belongs in the centre of the research ‘onion’, the diagram we use to depict the issues underlying the choice of data collection techniques and analysis procedures” (Lewis, Thornhill & Saunders, 2019, p.128). This model played an active role in establishing and determining what research method to take for this dissertation. This has resulted in the decision to use Secondary Data only to ensure maximum credibility for the research is achieved.
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Figure 2 – ‘The Research Onion’ (source Research methods for business students, 2019)
	3.3.2 Secondary Data
	To conduct a thorough review of whether EBP helps with fighting criminality in the UK, the approach to carry out the necessary research through predominately secondary data was taken. In this study, the decision to limit the collection of data to include only secondary data was a result of the opportunity to explore what appeared to be an under-researched topic area. Consideration was made into whether primary data would need to be sourced however this proved irrelevant to answer the research question. This is because this dissertation would rely upon plans or strategies set up rather than percentages of the public or workforce perspectives.  
Secondary data has been described as “the data that has already been collected through primary sources and made readily available for researchers to use for their own research. It is a type of data that has already been collected in the past” (What is Secondary Data? + [Examples, Sources, & Analysis], n.d.). Further discussion has been had that such secondary data “can be carried out quantitatively or qualitatively depending on the kind of data the researcher is dealing with. The quantitative method of secondary data analysis is used on numerical data and is analysed mathematically, while the qualitative method uses words to provide in-depth information about data” (What is Secondary Data? + [Examples, Sources, & Analysis], n.d.).
	There are many benefits of utilising secondary data when researching a topic. For example, this will save a lot of time and money not only to save on resources being obtained but also given the short turn around for this piece of work to be produced, this appeared the most appropriate method. Another benefit would be that of being able to produce longitudinal and comparative studies without the need to wait a long period of time to draw up the conclusions, outcomes or answers for research. By using secondary data in this research topic allowed an ease of access. For example, the majority of research was easy accessible through books, university libraries or online webpages. Lastly, by obtaining secondary data gives the reader an opportunity to re-evaluate that specific data “through another person’s lens or point of view” resulting in “new things uncovered” (What is Secondary Data? + [Examples, Sources, & Analysis], n.d.).
	On the other hand, using secondary data through the use of literature reviews, case studies and available information such as webpages can also have the opposite effect. For example, in 2006, David L. Barkley has discussed that using case studies “may have shortcomings that limit their usefulness in understanding a situation or evaluating a program” by not identifying “all reasonable rival hypotheses and/or give appropriate consideration to the role of external factors” (Barkley, 2006, p.10). Therefore this could result in an “inadequate review of the relevant literature and/or inattention to the appropriate theoretical model” (Barkley, 2006, p.10). To minimise the chance of this occurring, it is significant to keep the research issue straightforward and to the point which in turn will limit the amount of time and resources required to obtain such data. 
	3.3.3 Strategy
“Research methods are specific procedures for collecting and analysing data” (An introduction to research methods, n.d.). As discussed this study relied upon secondary data which created the research behind the topic. When obtaining such data, consideration was given about how the data would be analysed. 
	Qualitative analysis methods is “used to understand words, ideas, and experiences”, for example through methods such as “open-ended survey and interview questions, literature reviews, case studies, and other sources that use text rather than numbers” (An introduction to research methods, n.d.). On the other hand, there is method by way of a quantitative analysis. This method “uses numbers and statistics to understand frequencies, averages and correlations” (An introduction to research methods, n.d.). This means that researchers can interpret data that was collected either “during and experiment” or by “using probability sampling methods” (An introduction to research methods, n.d.). 
	This study will utilise a qualitative analysis method approach, as this study does rely heavily upon secondary data which is in the public domain already. For example, this data will include research from sources such as case studies, already existing literature reviews and sources such as webpages. Within chapter two, the study highlights a drop in percentage when discussing a specific case study. Therefore, this would mean this analysis approach would fall into the quantitative analysis research method approach but overall the study will not rely solely on this style of research method. 
3.4 Limitations 
As already discussed within the previous chapter, the literature which has been critically analysed within this study has relied upon a significant amount of material that is unquestionably specific to that particular sector and written by representatives from that sector. As already highlighted, this will undoubtedly cause an element of bias within found literature. 
Throughout the collation of research for EBP, it certainly showed a lack of current literature which was available. The area which lacked evidence was that of whether or not such style of policing is effective when it came down to dealing with crimes with that being of a serious and complex nature. Further limitations do suggest that collecting data through such research sources, as already mentioned within this study, may not be as reliable or authentic as if it were to be collected directly from a source such as a questionnaire. The reason for this is that this type of secondary research is obtained from professionals and could involve a certain amount of unconscious bias. 
As discussed, choosing secondary data posed a benefit in regards to time keeping although it also has its disadvantages. For example, as already discussed some data may not be as reliable and therefore this would utilise a lot of time to examine all data to find that which is most relevant. However, if I did carry out primary data approach through the use of questionnaire this would have posed harder deadlines with timings by the distribution and analysis of information obtained.
In 2017, Fielding, Raymond and Blank disagree with the fact that secondary data can be beneficial when obtaining research and these are certainly areas in which have been identified for this study. They argue that there are many ethical issues which need to be considered as “the internet is still in a formative phase and a new phenomena continue to emerge” (Fielding, Raymond and Blank, 2017, p.19). For example, to ensure correct ethical decision making through the use of the internet would need to ensure “the necessity to respect and incorporate diverse cultural practices, ethical governance and legal frameworks” (Fielding, Raymond and Blank, 2017, p.32). 
3.5 Conclusion   
	To conclude, this chapter has successfully identified and demonstrated the most appropriate route to take for the methodology used in this study therefore achieving the chapter objective. The research to be obtained and analysed in this dissertation is going to be obtained from secondary data. The reason for this method is that it will be able to draw from examples of evidence-based initiatives and approaches set by police forces in the UK. It will also be able to obtain information from previous studies to analyse if evidence-based policing works and what evidence support this, or on the hand may not. 
	The next chapter of this study will produce, analyse and discuss the data which has been obtained during the overall research phase of the study.

















Chapter Four – Analysis of Results
4.1 Introduction
	In the previous chapter of this study, the objective that was met was to ‘select an appropriate research method to explore evidence-based policing, criminality and understand the methods and theories in place’. A thorough critical review took place in identifying the chosen methods and intended methodology which would be taken in order to obtain the data in relation to this study. As discussed in chapter three, secondary data was considered to be the most suitable in order for such data to be collated. 
	Through this secondary data, this chapter will look to produce, analyse and discuss the data collated. It will endeavour to provide the findings of the overall study following the collection of secondary data and will attempt to analyse the data that has been collected. The purpose of carrying out a non-experimental quantitative study was to ultimately identify if there is relationship between police officers utilising an evidence-based policing approach as a way of identifying crime and its causes in order to help combat it. 
4.2 Aims and Objectives
	The main aim throughout this chapter is to achieve the following objectives:
· To conduct secondary research and analyse the data gathered to obtain a better understanding of the themes and views towards how evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK.
· To identify how forces use Evidence-based Policing and to evaluate if it is successful.
4.3 Data Analysis
	Data analysis is said to be the “science of examining a set of data to draw conclusions about the information to be able to make decisions or simply to expand the knowledge on various subjects” (What is Data Analysis: Examples, Characteristics & How-to | QuestionPro, 2021). To simplify, data analysis is the method of collecting, cleaning, analysing and transforming information from a vast quantity of data. Such data has been collated to demonstrate if there are any patterns or themes which are consistent throughout, evident or similar to that of a research question in a study (Bryman and Hardy, 2009). The data analysis throughout this chapter will constantly look to address the research title that has been consistent throughout this study which is “A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK”. 
	4.3.1 Method for Analysis
	Due to the data which is being gathered being secondary in nature, it is vital to find a method of analysis that could identify potential themes or similar case studies when examining data available. As the data has been collected through secondary data such as case studies, literature reviews and other sources in the public domain, the method of utilising a qualitative analysis approach will be taken. 
4.4 Ethics
	In complying with the university ethics and the previous ethics evaluation conducted in chapter three, this is an area which has still been at the forefront of analysing data. Throughout the data analysis there are no adverse ethical issues relating to this study and the UWTSD Ethics Form has been completed. It is important however to highlight that due to this study relying on secondary data, it is vital to note that an element of bias is likely to present itself through findings.
4.5 Transcription of Secondary Data
	The COP created The National Policing Curriculum, which formed the core of all knowledge for police officers at the start of their career right through to the end. Blackstone’s study sets the argument that crime can only be examined by identifying at first if crimes are committed by those who have inherited such actions or do persons commit such crimes as a result of the demographic circumstances. They do however make a valid point which is something that has become evident throughout researching this topic that, reducing crime is a priority that has been around in policing from the start but also a priority that is often neglected. They highlight that crime could see a drastic reduction if detection and imprisoning offenders is stressed upon. They discuss that through the use of scientific approaches like randomised control trials, operational policing can change the current practices in place and measure them so see whether they are effective in an EBP approach.
	In 2019, a case study created by Palmer, Kirby and Coleman raised concerns that evidence-based initiatives’ ability to reduce crime is sometimes limited in their effectiveness as they are being implemented in areas which they are not necessarily needed. It does argue the fact that this could be based upon the information obtained prior to these initiatives being organised, being incorrect in its figures as members of communities do not always report incidents straight away and sometimes not at all. On the other hand this could be down to pressure from other colleagues or superior, on what they believe may be best for figures or what has worked previously, when ultimately that may no longer be the case anymore for that specific area.
	However a further case study discusses that there is evidence to suggest EBP is positive in identifying crime, through the use of positive data gathering and implementation of police resources and do discuss several examples which will be highlighted in chapter five.
4.6 Analysis of qualitative data
There is a clear and obvious theme through this study that there is certainly a lack of evidence on whether or not EBP works. There seems to be patterns appearing that EBP does work in combatting low level crimes, through initiatives such as PACT meetings however nothing to suggest that it is beneficial in far more complex cases. 
An additional theme found throughout literature is that of to implement a successful EBP comes back to original problem solving approaches, ensuring that existing crime statistics is correct in the first place. 
4.6.1 How are the force using it?
By analysing the literature which has already been discussed in this dissertation, it does beg the question, are police forces using EBP to their advantage or is it just another tick box exercise in police training? It has been seen that EBP is not always taught nationwide and rather something which is reflected through policies and procedures in house. It has been evident through case studies that to implement the practice of EBP comes with development of knowledge in the policing role itself. 
By analysing these case studies discussed through this dissertation, a further consideration could be made from it. Although the new PEQF policing scheme is being integrated into police forces throughout the UK, more can be done in order to introduce EBP into routine policing and should be an essential part of police training
Forces have been seen to implement the use of EBP through RCTs and these have been found to be significant in some cases such as domestic violence cases but the percentage discussed is still very low. 
4.6.2 Which findings were expected? 
The lack of findings for this study were expected from the start. The evidence is very limited, however, I was surprised to find that EBP is apparent in being effective for low level crimes in specific communities. 
4.7 Does it actually work?
Blackstone’s do state that to see a reduction in crime you do of course need to detect them at an early stage to apprehend the offenders however this allows the question, does it work? They highlight that EBP does contribute to combatting criminality but the clear benefit of preventing them from happening in the first place is key through the use of a problem-orientated approach such as a routine-activity theory. They have evidenced that there is a clear lack of reliable outcomes from EBP initiatives that have taken place within the UK which have had the desired effect on operational policing. 
EBP does work in the sense of educating the members of a certain community on that specific problem of crime, as it can return new ideas or ways of working to help tackle established problems that are ongoing with a chance to weigh up new interventions.
4.8 Conclusion
	Through a non-experimental quantitative study, this chapter analysed the data gathered to understand the obvious theme on how evidence-based policing is implement into operational policing by forces. It discussed whether or not this style of policing can be seen to be successful and effective to fighting crime in the UK. 



















Chapter Five – Findings and Conclusions
5.1 Introduction
	Chapter four discussed the analysis of the data found within this study by adopting a non-experimental quantitative study. The previous chapter highlighted how EBP is implemented within operational policing and as a result the third and fourth aim and objectives set were achieved.
	This chapter discusses the objectives which were set in chapter one and if and how these have been achieved. This chapter will look to discuss the overall findings of the research project. It will look to provide a conclusion surrounding the research question of; “A critical analysis of whether evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK”. It will also highlight both the limitations of this specific project and the potential possibilities for future academic research in this project area. 
5.2 Achievement of objectives
Objective 1: To analyse how criminality is approached in relation to the current methods and theories in place within the police service
Objective one was achieved successfully within Chapter Two of this dissertation. This was done by analysing theories and models put in place by police forces such as EMMIE crime reduction toolkit and RCTs.
Objective 2: To select an appropriate research method to explore evidence-based policing, criminality and understand the methods and theories in place
Objective two was achieved in Chapter Three of this dissertation. After highlighting the research gap which was identified in the introduction of Chapter Two, the decision to conduct secondary data research was deemed most appropriate for this dissertation.
Objective 3: To conduct secondary research and analyse the data gathered to obtain a better understanding of the themes and views towards how evidence-based policing helps with fighting criminality in the UK 
Objective three was achieved in Chapter Four after following an analysis of data and the discovery of a common theme.
Objective 4: To identify how forces use Evidence-based Policing and to evaluate if it is successful
Objective four was discussed in Chapter Four and will be achieved within this Chapter Five.
5.3 Main Findings
Throughout the research process of this dissertation, there have been multiple findings which have been discussed throughout each chapter. 
Firstly, it appears that a common conclusion in most of the research is that reducing crime in the first place will undoubtedly reduce the effects it has on a community or a person. This finding is as a result of literature from COP which discussed the approaches of randomised control trials, otherwise known as RCTs (Bryant and Bryant, 2018). These are adopted within an EBP approach and will result in the early detection, apprehension and sentencing of offenders, with it being the centre of operational policing. As already discussed within Chapter Two, these findings draw from an example of police issued body worn video footage and the impact that it can have on more serious cases. This example discusses how such video footage captured from an initial attendance at a domestic related incident resulted in it being used as evidence in court which resulted in the charges being increased for the offender and having victim satisfaction. However this does comes back to the initial concerns for this overall study, as this evidence-based policing approach only returned a result of 9 percent which is majorly low. 
Secondly, EBP approaches and initiatives are not always implemented in the most effective and efficient way. This finding is from a case study by Palmer and Kirby, which discussed that information is not always correct before implementing such initiatives (Palmer and Kirby, 2019). Examples were given with figures being incorrect, reports not always being produced at the time, and on some occasions, not produced at all. This finding concludes that such initiatives are most probably put in place without reasonable consideration, due to possible pressure from hierarchy which will inevitably result in the initiative not being utilised effectively.
On the other hand, an additional case study was discussed by Pepper, Rogers and Martin in 2020, which highlights that adopting evidence-based policing is effective when combating low level crimes. These findings discuss that analysis of crime data will lead to identifying crime hotspots, which in turn, result in police operations being targeted to solve that specific problem. These findings draw from an initiative which were set up due to a sudden spike in recent thefts of mopeds across the UK. This study does highlight that such initiatives can be positive by providing greater police visibility and also raises awareness within the local communities of affected areas. However, it also highlights the most common theme which has been apparent throughout this study,  which is that there is a clear lack of evidence of what actually works as best practice. Goldstein concurs with this case study from Pepper, Rogers and Martin and draws from an example relating to mobile phone thefts within a university campus. An evidence-based policing project was set up in order to record the appropriate data from student’s mobile phones and educating them on the possibility of such crimes that could be committed. Again, this proved to be a positive and effective approach but again, this only draws on an example of a low level crime.
There were clear gaps throughout this study in the availability of academic literature, web pages and books which show whether EBP approaches have been successful in community issues or incidents which are of a serious and complex nature. 
5.4 Limitations
Encompassing this research project is the limitation on the ability to research and analyse further literature on evidence-based policing. Due to the scale of further research wished to be and the timescale to do it in has resulted in this not being achieved as I hoped. Unfortunately, due to the restrictions set by the university, the word count does not assist with doing so.
A further limitation which have been faced throughout this research project is that of the research method chosen. For this study, secondary data was chosen and was deemed the most appropriate for this topic to research, however it was proven there was a lack of evidence to suggest whether EBP is successful in operational policing or not. On reflection, primary research may have assisted in formulating a further conclusion on the effectiveness of evidence-based policing. I have reached this conclusion due to the first-hand experience and material that could be obtained to analyse the topic more in depth. For example, this could be obtained through questionnaires sought from officers and staff within a specific police force to show their true reflections on how they see EBP being implemented within their role and if they believe it beneficial. Despite making this conclusion, primary research would also have its own limitations. This is due to the need to gather enough material and evidence over a long period of time, which in turn would allow a greater analysis on the effects that an EBP approach has had on a specific policing area and/or community. This would not be efficient with the short space of time that the dissertation needs to be completed in. 
5.5 Gaps in study
The police is ever changing in today’s society and as a result, the way in which policing approaches EBP needs to be addressed in order to amend training or practices already in place. Technology is on the up and used in almost every person’s daily life, it is also the best available evidence when it comes to detecting a crime and apprehending an offender. Police forces need to look at whether as an organisation they could become more digital with the way they use EBP. Police forces could conduct reviews from officer’s body worn video footage when attending certain incidents to see how policies and practices work out in the field realistically and to see if this could assist going forward.
5.6 Future Academic Research
	Due to the time limitations on the project, only a small amount of data could be analysed for evidence-based policing. However, should there be more scope of timings of such a study in future, then there is further research to be had as this dissertation has only discovered a small portion of secondary research.  As outlined above in subsection 5.3, this could be achieved through the use of primary data, such as being involved from start to finish in an evidence-based policing initiative which has been implemented.
5.7 Conclusion
	As highlighted in Chapter Two, the College of Policing themselves state that “there have been very few reliable outcomes from EBP initiatives in the UK that have directly affected operational police practice” (Bryant and Bryant, 2018, p.74).
To conclude, the original hypothesis of this study outlined that current literature concludes that evidence-based policing works to help combat low level crimes. There is a clear lack of evidence on whether or not evidence-based policing is effective when it comes down to dealing with crimes of a more serious and complex nature. This demonstrates that there is a clear gap of academic understanding surrounding this subject.
Furthermore, evidence-based policing can certainly help with making the police more accountable to the public and fulfilling their needs and expectations. To conclude, if police forces can provide more training to its officers and staff then they may obtain a better understanding of this specific style of policing. This in turn may result in a more proactive police force.










Chapter six – Recommendations
	Throughout this dissertation, it has highlighted that there are gaps in this topic and certainly further research to be conducted. There are a few recommendations which can be made as it is vital that police forces throughout the UK are to be more aware of how best an evidence-based policing approach can be implemented into policing in today’s society. By conducting further research could assist with police forces being made aware that more can certainly be done in order to help combat criminality if the necessary research and initiatives are put in place. By conducting further research on this topic area, can allow for police forces to be made more aware of evidence-based policing and could result in further in depth training being delivered to police officers and staff to where it is concerned.
	A first recommendation would be to conduct a questionnaire with police officers and staff that would be required to implement the EBP approach. This would allow to obtain feedback on how officers and staff believe this style of policing is already being utilised in policing, what more could be done to utilise it more effectively and if they have already received sufficient training on this area of policing. 
This would follow on to a second recommendation, by analysing the training already in place by police forces on the topic of EBP. It is obvious that there has been a strain on the training over the last two years for new recruits due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which as a result has seen training being moved from classrooms to online. Current literature has been discussed that there is a lack of evidence to suggest if EBP is being delivered by forces in depth. If more online learning is delivered to current officers and staff then this could improve the understanding of the subject matter and would probably see an improvement of officers implementing EBP more.
A third recommendation to be made would be to obtain first hand evidence by speaking to members of a community where an EBP approach has been implemented to see what their perspective is of the matter. This could be obtained through the use of questionnaire’s or public poll’s to see what approaches or initiatives they would like to see implemented in their community and their feedback on ones that could already be in place. This could have a positive effect on the way in which the police and community work together. It would allow the communities to feel a sense of involvement in the process of combatting certain crimes in their area and to help make their communities safer and better.
There is certainly further research to be had on this topic area and this could be obtained through primary data sources.
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