
Legal Process Assignment 2- Tia Lewis-1036465
[bookmark: _Int_ux6fJs9t]With the police force requiring a very dependent role towards the public ensuring to provide reassurance and protection to gain confidence and trust this makes the police perform and respond efficiently and correctly as they need to play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system. During this assignment there will be both debates and arguments on how the justice system is used within the United Kingdom to prevent, detect, and investigate crimes. The government runs the country and has responsibility for developing and implementing policy and for drafting laws. (UK parliament, 2024) for the police force to play an active role within the English and Welsh justice system they must consider all aspects such as human rights and what powers they have authority too as if not aware it could put them at risk of an investigation to ensure procedures are followed correctly. journalists show how the home office and government are responsible for the England and Wales criminal justice system as they fund all the equipment and needs for the police to respond to their full potential in order to achieve a successful job role. (Davies, M., Croall, H. and Tyrer, J., 2005) This assignment will include discussions around the importance and fundamental of the police service and justice system. Within the police force they have set regulations and guidelines they must adhere too as any inconvenience could cause major impacts with the police and public. Police and criminal evidence act 1984 is put in place as an act of parliament that ensures the police force within England and Wales are aware of their roles and powers of investigation this includes arrest, imprisonment, interviewing, search of properties and stop and search suspects. It was first set out following recommendations by the Royal commission on criminal procedures, which gathers details and data to help with investigations or examinations. This piece of legislation is the code of practise that all officers which serve the United Kingdom police force must follow which is shown in HMICFRS (2023). The (GOV. 2013) website shows how this is an act in which police and criminal evidence associated with the code of practice helps the police force to strive against crimes and reduce the amounts that are committed within England and Wales to protect and gain public trust in their rights. This implies how they are figuring new ways to reduce crime within the United Kingdom by ensuring the police are at a good standard to priorities the citizens. The Code of practice covers maintaining the capability to ‘balance’ the police powers and the rights of the public. Additionally, PACE 1984 which has been supported by the government of the United Kingdom aims to establish a proper balance between the rights and freedoms of the public and the authority entrusted to the police GOV(2023) An overview of the PACE 1984 is given in this site, together with information on how police personnel can use it to fulfil their responsibilities and actively participate in the criminal judicial system. Stop and search has caused ‘nearly 50 years of debate, stop and search continues to be one of the most controversial police powers in England and Wales.’ (Bradford, B. and Tiratelli, M., 2019) this shows how people have mixed opinions on this power which the police possess. There are many benefits and consequences with police having the capability to stop and search this could be seem as targeting and discrimination if police officers do not find any weapon or item. Police will need to ensure not to make physical contact until the suspect is aware and gives verbal consent, unless the suspect shows aggression and the police officer feels a risk of danger then necessary force is aloud due to self-defence. However, in the justice system it includes how police officers do not have the ability to stop and search unless they have ‘reasonable grounds’ (GOV, 2024) this could be considered if police identify suspects carrying items such as illegal drugs, stolen property, or weapons. This is an act within the justice system as it is their priority to ensure all individuals are safe and protected with no risks of danger. There is a process which police officers must follow before searching this helps to build trust and communication and seek suspicion by how they act and respond. Police officers play an active and significant role with the justice system when performing stop and search as they must communicate their name and which station they are located at, the reason for the search on what they expect to find and why they are able to search you before proceeding with this act. Arrest is the most used power within the police force which is the ‘first stage of the criminal justice process’ (safer community Wales 2021) with protecting the citizen being the police force priority this means arresting criminals is especially important to reduce the chances of crimes being committed and people feeling unsafe and on edge within their community and town. There are many ways in which citizens may get arrested. This could be if issued by the court, if police feel it is necessary and those who ‘breached the peace.’ (Liberty human rights. 2024) when arrested by police they must follow a process which makes it clear to the individual that they are being arrested and that you are not free to go. They are also obliged to ensure that the person is aware and has an understanding on why they are being detained however if police officers do not make this clear it becomes an unlawful arrest. There are multiple reasons on why arrest is the most used power within the police force on criminals such as researchers (Hillyard, P and Gordon, D. 1999) show that ‘the person loses his or her freedom for a period of time’ this indicates how with a loss of freedom gives the community a sense of protection with criminals locked away. It also affected the criminal as they are restricted on certain things meaning they are more likely to reflect on their actions to ensure they do not commit a crime again. Relatives of suspects want to be "treated like human beings." (skinns, L., Rice, L., Sorby, A., 2020) Suspects have a right to fair treatment since human rights allow them to access justice, freedom of speech, and expression. This puts pressure and strain on law enforcement to make sure that, considering the crimes they have committed, they treat criminals equally. (Human Rights and Liberty, 2024) make sure the police do not misuse their position of authority or abuse it by doing things they should not. This includes the prohibition on their using physical or verbal violence. This demonstrates how police officers adhere to the legal system. Police must ensure human rights are upheld in all interactions and inform citizens of their rights. This fosters clear communication and effective, efficient handling of situations. According to a 2007 Fundamental Rights Agency article, police officers benefit from understanding human rights, as it enables them to confidently justify their actions to the public, demonstrating reliability. Awareness of human rights builds public trust and reduces the need for scrutiny. Prioritizing human rights also enhances transparency and efficiency, leading to more successful detentions and a lower crime rate. Police officers job role is demanding and unpredictable meaning they do not know what to expect when attending a shift. Police officers tend to be a witness within courts due to evidence if on scene when crime happened or even with just evidence that is worth providing. This is due to police officers being first at a scene gathering evidence by talking to witnesses, body cameras or CCTV. Being a witness within court is a stressful and uneasy experience as a citizen however it is recognised how a police officer being a witness within court puts a lot of pressure to not make any mistakes which may have a negative impact on them or the person in court as they need to prepare to ensure the information and detail they provide to the court is honest and correct. The police forces are trained within every aspect such as performance improvement framework as it is needed to ensure they are fit for the job due to the number of responsibilities they are in control of. By officers giving evidence has shown that it helps to improve the investigation process, gathers more reliable evidence, and helps build the case within court. (DJ. Brian, 2021) Since the police and the legal system are public entities, they must be subject to frequent scrutiny to improve their perceived transparency and ensure that any errors are made known to the public. Developing stronger relationships with the public and acting impartially is one reform idea that the police force should implement. The implementation of required training for all police officers and personnel can enhance their knowledge and comprehension of black history, anti-racism, and racism. (Policing College, 2022) Another reform recommendation is to invest in technology. Training staff to use this technology will help them make fewer mistakes, but this is a time-consuming and expensive proposal. In summary, this illustrates the need for police officers in England and Wales to adhere to the legal system because they have a great deal of responsibility when interacting with the public and criminals. They also need to be aware of their rights and the proper way to respond to citizens because these actions could have an impact on their jobs. Since the police are tasked with making sure the legal system is upheld, they must exercise caution in both their actions and how they interact with the public. This keeps everything under control and prevents problems from arising. In conclusion, the English and Welsh judicial systems heavily rely on the police to maintain an active and meaningful role.
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