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CHAPTER ONE
TITLE OF THESIS       
[bookmark: _Hlk496693881]Systematic review of educational achievement of looked after children (LAC) and children who have not been in care. 
FOREWORD
I intend to carry out this research because l have an interest in looked after children (LAC). Through research most kids in care occasionally attend school. Those who attend school usually are under achievers. My interest in their educational performance informs my decision to carry out this research. 
BACKGROUND
The purpose of this research is to determine why LAC educational achievement is not as good as those not in care.  Empirical evidence tends to suggest that LAC educational attainment is inferior as compared to those not in care. It is also my humble intention to explore local authorities and other organizations in relation to their policy and practice. Various factors, e.g. gender, will be examined to find out how they influence low academic achievement of LAC. It is conceivable that LAC education may also be affected by care factors, education factors and poor parenting by care givers.
INTRODUCTION
The aim of the research is to compare the educational achievement of LAC in comparison to those who haven’t been in care. It also aims to disclose the challenges confronted by LAC in their educational endeavours and highlights ways of promoting high educational attainment of LAC.  This topic on LAC educational achievement aims to inform stakeholders such as the Responsible Authority and other players the failings in LAC’s education. The research aims to provide answers to the following questions: 
· Why are LAC low educational achievers?
· How can LAC academic achievement be boosted?
· What are some of the reasons for LAC`s poor educational achievement?
AIM OF STUDY
The aim of the research is to compare the educational achievement of LAC in comparison to those who haven’t been in care.
OBJECTIVES
1 To determine why Looked After Children are low academic achievers as compared to children who are not in care.
2 To find out how LAC education in Britain is affected.
3 To identify rules and legislation in place for LAC education in Britain.
4 To identify resources in place for LAC to promote their education.
5 To ascertain working partnership in place for LAC to enhance their education.
6 To find possible resolutions to poor academic achievement levels of LAC as compared to pupils not in care. Who have not experienced care.   

SOURCE
The information for this research proposal is going to be obtained from a variety of sources. The University of Wales Trinity St David Library is my first port of call. I will scout for information in journals and books. I endeavour to also use the internet to find information for my research. This research will rely mostly on secondary data.  






CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _GoBack](Goddard, 2000) asserts that LAC refers to young persons looked after by the state, responsible authority or private sector. These youngsters can either be in children`s homes or be with foster care parents. (Goddard, 2000) further alleges that back then, nothing was written in blue print about educational accomplishment of LAC in the United Kingdom.  (Coulling, 2000) is the chief proponent of the view that LAC performs badly in education than those not in care. 	
[bookmark: _Hlk496287983][bookmark: _Hlk496289360] 	The literature advanced above has made me want to find out the drawbacks of LAC education.  If reasons as to why youngsters end up in care are explored fully, this might help me to find solutions to improve their educational competence as compared to those not in care. If the root cause as to why children end up in care is addressed this may possibly reduce the number of children who end up in fostered accommodations and in a great way LAC education achievement may improve.  								For this research to yield success, it is of paramount importance that the research methods used are effective. (Mulrow, 1994) believes that a systematic review is an inclusive survey of a topic. I intend to systematically identify evidence suitable for this research. A suitable   and effective methodology will help me achieve the goal of the research. A meta-analysis reference is a survey in which findings of all the included studies are related enough statistically that the outcomes are collated and scrutinised as one study. Meta- analysis has its own drawbacks. It is usually problematic for results of various studies to agree. Authors tend to favour specific findings. They can choose to rely on viewpoints they feel comfortable to support at the expense of the other viewpoints they disagree with.  This pauses a challenge to the researcher; only published views end up being considered in a research at the expense of weak influential studies which may add impact to the research. (Mulrow, 1994) sums this as publication unfairness.								Systematic review is at the centre of meta-analysis. This puts the researcher under immense burden to consider all appropriate studies published or unpublished. The objective of systematic review is to give a sensible and unbiassed conclusion based on the current research of LAC`s education in contrast to those not in care, allowing conclusions on efficiency to be recognized on appropriate studies of suitable worth. (Mulrow, 1994) believes that systematic reviews offer quantitative or statistical estimate of net benefit of accumulated studies over all the included studies. This is summed up as meta-analysis (Mulrow 1994).											Meta-analysis demands an approach which cross-examines many electronic records.  Searching for journals and checking for reference lists of papers found is necessary. This systematic review aims find solutions to support LAC children in school, solutions to enhance achievement or to prevent drop outs, exclusion and lessens non-attendance of those youngsters in care.  Secondary information gathering technique will be used to discover systematic review of educational achievement variances of LAC and those kids not in care. (Whiteside et al, 2012) view secondary data analysis as a type of investigation in which information gathered in one study is reviewed in a recent study. Researcher must use secondary data cautiously since it’s possible that the data may be unsuitable to the research problem. Data should be able to answer the objectives of research.  (Kothari, 2006) alludes to the view that reliable sources must always be used in a research. 
RESEARCH METHODS
The researcher is going to use secondary data in the research project. When using ethical issues must be considered.  Rubin & Babbie (2008) cited by Whiteside, et al (2012) highlighted that suggesting using prior gathered data may accelerate ethical endorsement because ethical issues about data gathering can be prevented. The collection of secondary data for LAC may be difficult because some information might be not current or some information may be lost (Alston &Bowles, 2003; Marlow, 2007; Rubbin & Babbie, 2008, Szabo & Strang ,1997) cited by Whiteside et al (2012). The researcher will use books from the library and even asking for information from the Responsible Authority.		This study can also be known as a qualitative research. (Ian Walker, 2010) asserts that a qualitative research often works by collecting people’s views and using them as clues about the subject being studied. Qualitative research starts with a research question but we would not test a prediction in the same way as done in an experiment but instead the data that we gather would eventually give us an informed decision on the subject being researched. After data has been gathered, there is room to go back to the research question being examined, and then perfect the question in relation to the data gathered to, gain more knowledge regarding the research question.

BUDGET
The most significant cost of this research project can be incurred through money for transport to go to University Library for research. They will be also some costs to be incurred through printing and possible a slightly increased bill for my mobile I will use to surf the internet for relevant data to be used for the research.
   














[bookmark: _Hlk496292664][bookmark: _Hlk496298704]CHAPTER THREE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
[bookmark: _Hlk496300798]EXPECTED OUTCOMES
(Coulling, 2000) believes that LAC has minimal chance of achievement in terms of education than those children who are not in care. Interest in the education of LAC has improved in recent years. However academic achievement is said to be still not matching children who are not in care. The research aims to address this education crisis of LAC. This research aims to arm the researcher with the information needed to improve LAC education and also to provide a point of reference to all parties concerned the educational achievement of LAC. The research will unveil information as to why LAC education is lacking and recommendations will inform all parties concerned in the education of LAC. A case in point are foster care, schools, social services and even LAC themselves. Prior to the mid -1980s there was almost nothing in blue print about educational achievement of LAC (Goddard, 2000). (Pearl & Sonia, 2002) believe that there is still much research about this subject matter. It is the researcher’s humble belief that more research on education of LAC would help to improve LAC education. If all team players in LAC education the researcher remains optimistic that someday LAC educational achievement would compare favourably to those students who are not in care.
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