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Critical response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and
understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English-
medium sector.

Curriculum Council of Wales (1989:25) stated that all children in Wales should have the
opportunity to be bilingual. Currently there are three methods of teaching Welsh in primary
schools in Wales, there is the heritage method where children from Welsh speaking homes
embark on Welsh medium learning, immersion where children from English speaking homes
are immersed in the Welsh language and taught through the medium of Welsh and you have
the more commonly found method of mainstream where children are taught through the
medium of English and are taught Welsh as a subject (Morgan, 2018). One factor in the
decrease of the Welsh language between the 2001 and 2011 census could be the decrease in
the amount of Welsh medium teaching (Baker, 2003). There is a drive by the Welsh
Government to increase the number of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050 and they
propose to do this by increasing the number of early years Welsh medium places, including
families, providing more opportunities in the workplace for Welsh speakers and statutory
education (WAG, 2017). This is a great undertaking but the plan is in action and it can be
seen that there are more and more Welsh medium schools available for this to aid the
development of our Welsh speakers by 2050 (htip://cvmraeg.gov.wales).

In the article they promote the idea of teaching a second language through the use of other
topics such as mathematics. This is content and language integrated learning (CLIL) where

‘Content and language integrated learning” (CLIL) is a generic term and refers to any
educational situation in which an additional language and therefore not the most widely used
language of the environment is used for the teaching and learning of subjects other than the
language itself” (Marsh & Langé 2000: iii).

This method is not currently being used in Wales, we focus more on teaching children their
second language as a subject when in English medium schools. Some parents who have
moved to Wales from English speaking countries choose to place their child in a Welsh
medium school where they are immersed in the language and acquire their language through
everyday interaction. This article shows that there is a higher attainment when the children
were taught through the medium of their second language as the concentration is on the
content not the language, therefore the language is then acquired and this is supported by
other research such as Coyle, 2007.

There are many who think that children should be taught in one language. Huw Lewis (2012)
states that children who are taught through the medium of English have better attainment
levels in mathematics than their counterparts who are taught through the medium of Welsh.
This contradicts the research carried out within the article for example ‘Filipino bilinguals
seemed to perform better when the mathematical problem solving task was in English’.
(Bernado & Gaerlan, 2011). Baker (2011) suggests that children who learn in their first
language have the equipment to answer questions while in the classroom. If you set tasks in
their second language this decreases the child’s thinking power. When the curriculum content
is demanding then using both the first language and the second language together can prove
to be successful and even develop their second language.
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Estyn (2014) has reported that children who finish their Welsh GCSE cannot be regarded as
bilingual as they are not able to communicate in the language in their everyday lives. The
Welsh Assembly Government (2017) have issued an action plan for 2017-2021 and within
this have recommended that children need to be inspired by teachers and learning experiences
to be able to use the Welsh language within their everyday lives. The drive to keep the Welsh
language alive has influenced all areas not only education. There are more jobs requiring the
Welsh language to be spoken allowing for the children who are learning now to have more
opportunities within Wales to gain employment and possible careers. If children are leaving
school without the use of the Welsh language then we have to review the way Welsh is taught
as a second language.

In the article it states that using another subject to teach a second language enhances
cognitive learning. This in turn enables the children to learn about the subject and develop
their second language. Although it is noted that the children who have questions posed to
them in their first language from the knowledge learned in the second language find this more
difficult to do (Bernado & Gaerlan, 2011). The Welsh Government, Donaldson, Estyn and
most consortia agree that the way we teach Welsh second language needs to be improved and
altered to achieve the one millions speakers in Wales that the government wish to have by
2050. Donaldson (2015) has made Welsh second language an important and prominent part
of Success Futures, wishing to ensure that the goal is achieved. He wants our children to be
bilingual, knowledgeable and proud to be able to speak their country’s language.

The research shows that children who learn through the use of both languages have higher
attainment. (Bernado & Gaerlan, 2011). The article shows both sides of the argument but
they are critically reviewing many pieces of research. As the article continues the argument
for the teaching of the second language through another subject becomes stronger. In Wales
this strategy would be difficult to implement in Wales as we do not have enough confident
Welsh speaking teachers. It is felt that a more immersive way of teaching would allow
children to acquire the language quicker and at a higher standard. (Knutzen & Kennedy,
2012). Having moved from England to Wales at the age of six and having a good grounding
in the English language prior to moving to Wales an immersive form of learning Welsh
enabled my Welsh second language to become on the same level as a Welsh first language
child and therefore was sent a Welsh first language school where the majority of the GSCE’s
were conducted through the medium of Welsh. Siblings of the writer had a more difficult
time in learning Welsh as second language and as a result of the way Welsh second language
is taught they did not learn the language and cannot speak Welsh. Children who are taught
through the medium of Welsh have all of their lessons in Welsh throughout the foundation
phase, meaning that they have a good grounding in their first language before attempting to
learn a second language. This is supported by Ab Rashid et al (2016) who believe that there
must be a certain amount of grounding in a first language to be able to learn a second
language to be confident to speak the language.

In New Zealand the development of a second language comes through learning about the
country, speaking, listening, reading, writing, accuracy and fluency. Through the use of these
children expected to interact with each other in the second language to make meaning and
practice the language. (NZCurriculum). This may be a way forward for Wales, to have more
input on a more regular basis with the opportunity to be able to converse with their peers in a
lesson and on the playground. Donaldson (2015) suggests that Welsh should be incorporated
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= ko each lesson to enable the children to hear the language and practice their conversational
aspect of the fanguage. This article supports the Donaldson view through the use of ‘Content
and language integrated learning’. (Bernado & Gaerlan, 2011). With the implantation of the
new curriculum the development of Welsh second language will hopefully allow the children
in education have the confidence to use the language in everyday situation. The problem
faced is that there are many homes where Welsh is not spoken and therefore the children do
not have the opportunity to practice their language skills in everyday settings. It would be
suggested that children are given more opportunity in school and in the local area to use their
second language to develop their skills further.

It has been noted by Estyn (2014) that there is good provision for the foundation phase but
then the development of Welsh second language however when the children reach key stage
two and three there is very little provision for the development of the Welsh second language.
In New Zealand many of the parents have learnt the second language their child has learnt
and can therefore help to develop their child’s second language through practice. In Wales
the children have one lesson a week if at all and these are simple sentence structures that are
not developed to their full potential, where to date it has not been witnessed that the children
do not get the opportunity to converse with each other and practice their language skills
needed to develop their second language further. It is also noted with Estyn (2014) that
teachers do not have the confidence themselves as their Welsh language skills are minimal or
non existent. As a result of the new curriculum and the Welsh Government plan for more
Welsh speaker in Wales there has been a large number of teachers going on sabbatical to
learn Welsh to allow them to be able to develop their learners language more effectively.
Migration has also had an impact on the development of the Welsh language as parents who
are from another country speaking only their mother tongue have difficulty with learning
English without learning Welsh as a third language.

Within the article is can be seen that the content and language integrated learning way of
teaching Welsh as a second language could work and is supported by the review of the Welsh
Curriculum, Successful Future (2015). Immersion is also a recommended as a way of
teaching Welsh second language, many children who speak English at home have been sent
to Welsh medium schools and they acquire the language to a first language level. This shows
that the method of teaching a second language that we have in Wales currently is not working
and produces some of the worst results, therefore the hope for the future would be that we
change our method and use a method that has proven to work. Welsh second language is a
very important part of the Welsh curriculum and this has been identified and a plan has been
implemented to enhance and increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales. We should be
proud of our heritage and language, and be wanting to learn our native language. It should be
a want not I have to. It is hoped that the Welsh language does not die out and that the people
of Wales hold on to their heritage and language.



ECAD6006 Student Number: 1600020

Reference List.

Ab Rashid, Radzuwan, Yunus, Kamariah, Omar, Sharifah, Halim, Zulazhan, Rouyan,
Nurazan. (2016). Grounded theory methodology in second language learning research. Man
in India. 96. 4681-4688.

Baker, C (2003) Continua of Biliteracy: An Ecological Framework for Educational Policy,
Research, and Practice in Multilingual Settings. Bristol: Multilingual Matters.

Baker, C. (2011) Foundations of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 5® Edition.
Clevedon: Multilingual Matters.

Bernardo, A.B.I. & Gaerlan, M.J.M. (2011) Non-Native English Students Learning in English:
Reviewing and Reflecting on the Research. In Jaidey, R., Sadorra, M.L.C., Wong, J.O., Lee, M.C. &
Lorente, M.C. (eds.) Global perspectives, local initiatives: Reflections and practices in ELT. National
University of Singapore, CELC, pp.1-9.

Coyle, D (2007) Content and Language Integrated Learning: Towards a Connected Research Agenda
for CLIL Pedagogies, International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 10:5, 543-562,
DOI: 10.2167/beb459.0.

Donaldson, G. (2015) Successful Futures. OGL.

Knutzen, B., & Kennedy, D. (2012). The global classroom project: Learning a second
language in a virtual environment. The Electronic Journal of e-Learning, 10(1), 90-106.
Available online at www.ejel.org

Marsch, D. & G. Langé (eds.). 2000. Using Languages to Learn and Learning to Use
Languages. Jyviskyld: University of Jyviskyla.

Morgan, C (2018) ECAD6006 Lecture, Welsh Theory.

https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-02/welsh-in-education-action-
plan-2017-21.pdf

http://cymraeg.gov.wales/learning/schools/Welshmediumeducation/?lang=en

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/ESTYN Annual%20Report%202
016%20FINAL_ENGLISH_Accessible WEB.pdf

https://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/1 7071 1-welsh-language-strategy-eng.pdf
http://worldcat.org/identities/lccn-nb2005001216/

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/pupils-taught-english-getting-better-
8637212

http://mzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Reviewing-your-curriculum



