Independent Project – Proposal form 2025/6

	Name:
Charlie Delisle

	Proposal Title:
Your Title Should be a ‘heading’ that gives a flavour of what you will be exploring

Hard Facts and a Couple Laughs

	Proposal Subtitle:
Your subtitle should give a little more detail of what you will be looking at

“An exploration of the rise and psychology of political comedy. Research in how news outlets have become less trustworthy, but how comedians can use laughter to help audiences view different perspectives and important global news.”

	Proposal aims and objectives:
This section should outline your main focus of your project including some of your research aims and areas of interest that you would like to include.
(Max 200 words)
The main focus is going to look at how one can use stand-up comedy and crowd connections as activism and protest. Much like tactical frivolity, Comedians have strategically become a part of the discussion in politics and specific situations to bring up and spread awareness on. In the newest generations, many more people pay attention while they’re laughing versus what they see on their normal media and outlets–especially considering how little many news outlets actually talk about. Comedians are more than just commentators, they are advocates. 

	Explain how your investigation is pertinent to your area of study?

Comedians, especially stand-ups, are experts at manipulating their audiences as well as timing and hitting specific beats. They’re able to slightly turn the dial–also known as codeswitch–can go from laugh out loud funny to pretty poignant and personal (while including laughs). Comedy helps actors learn to be authentic as themselves on stage, comedy is built with skills of charisma, improv, and quick thinking. Comedians are able to create different characters and perspectives, not just comedy as genre but we’ve seen many comics get very dramatic or serious roles and they kill it! They shattered our hearts because comics know the difference amongst the emotions humans feel and express. Some fine examples of these comedians/actors are Robin Willams, Jim Carrey, Richard Pryor, etc. 

	Proposed Collaborations:
This section should highlight some of your collaboration ideas including ‘why’ you think they would be useful in your project and what you hope to achieve.
(Max 200 words)
I would like to possibly collab with:
Thomas Reese - He is working on a one man show about men’s mental health and how it is viewed, this could be something important I can learn about and inform my audience of.
I unfortunately do not know enough of what everyone in the program is doing for their Independent project, so I do not know who else I could possibly collab with. 


	Practical Investigation Output:
I know we need to take up about 25-30 minutes. My plan is to perform a stand-up comedy set with about 10 minutes dedicated to crowd interactions, moments to connect to the audience throughout it. Every member of the audience will be given a program with a QR Code to a google form that’ll ask some questions about my stand-up–looking for opinions, asking for feedback, and especially my favorite, “did you learn anything new about the world through me today?” I want to know if anyone learns a new term or point of view from my stand up performance. 



