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Action Points:
 1. Work on your referencing and paraphrasing 
2. Iron out little mistakes, i.e. capitalisation 
3. Apply theories more consistently and link directly to your points and to each other.

Level 5 Assignment 2
The author of this assignment will endeavour to illustrate and reflect on a story ‘The lighthouse keepers’ lunch’ by Ronda and David Armitage (1977). This would normally be read to a group of children within a Special Needs School, however due to not being able to mix classes within schools, it was read to two children who attend a mainstream school.  The Storytime was going to be delivered using a technique called ‘Bucket Time’, an activity which involves speaking and the use of props, which are taken out of a bucket, which then, at the same time retains the children’s attention during the activity.  This was developed by Gina Davis, who identified props as a format in which helped autistic children engage during group activity, however on this occasion two children from mainstream school were present, therefore the bucket time activity created by Gina Davies was not relevant, additionally to further support storytelling and inclusion for nonverbal children sign language would have been used to further support interaction and engagement. Prior to the session there were feelings of apprehension and nervousness by the author for several reasons, the target audience, the environment, however, this was soon dispelled as the children were engaged, participative and interactive, resulting in enjoyment of delivering the story to them. Being focused and taking part in the story made the author relaxed and able to enjoy the experience, the children were also focused, which made the author feel comfortable and reassured in what she was reading to the children.
The author will also discuss in depth, the importance of literacy within our schools, and how this links to theorist and their points of view on literacy within education, whilst taking into consideration educational policies both local and national to Wales, and how these are integral to the school curriculum. There are many factors that determine the way in which our children learn within the educational setting, whether this be class sizes, behaviour, or the setting itself, as the author herself has experienced within Special Educational Needs. The following passages will now demonstrate the authors understanding of these, and discuss them in some detail, which will then help the reader to understand and confirm the author’s knowledge of literacy within education.
The story was read to a small group of children, within a small setting, the author reflected on the story that was read and had a mixture of feelings.  There are a number of reflective models that consider what reflective practice is  Osterman and Kottkamp (1993) describe  ‘reflective practice as being when a practitioner can develop a greater self-awareness about the nature and impact of their performance, and have an awareness that will create opportunities for their professional growth and development’ .whereas Gibbs (1988) describes reflective practice as  ‘the ability to reflect on one's actions to engage in a process of continuous learning’.  For this assignment, the author has used Gibbs reflective Cycle (1988) to aid structure to the following passages. Gibbs concluded that what you had learnt, how you did it, and how you can do it differently, developing an action plan that could also be put in place., enhances your ability to succeed and sometimes alter the way in which you obtain that achievement, Gibbs reflective cycle had six main points, these being description, feelings, evaluation, analysis, conclusion, and action plan. The author had very mixed feelings when the story was read to the children, a feeling of embarrassment, apprehension, and relief at the conclusion of the story, however, reflecting on the experience and evaluating how the story was being told, the author could maybe next time get the children involved, using some props and sign language as well as the storyteller. New experiences for future story telling could be the use of visual aids, as in drawing the story as it was being told to the children. This has been done before and was highly effective, especially in a class of Special Needs children, with whom one of them was nonverbal and profoundly deaf. To enhance the story, the author would do a follow up activity, by involving and engaging the children in craft (Montessori & Cambourne theory) so that they could make a lighthouse or build a collage to visualise the story themselves. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68003366] The children involved were at foundation level and Key stage 2, according to Raising Children.net (2020) who wrote ‘that reading is important for babies and young children alike, and that then they will learn to value the story books, and it will also help enhance their imagination, and stimulate their curiosity’. Reading also helps to stimulate the child, helps them to focus’, however Special Educational Needs children, especially children with autism, could find focusing on any part of any story difficult, that is why during our literacy lessons, we will use props or sign language to help them understand, although the audience were verbal children, and able to understand, the author would have used sign language in a class of Special Needs Children as well. 
Murray A. and Egan S (2013) stated that ‘reading to infants from about 7 to 9 months old, benefited them, as it encourages vocabulary, and positive attitudes towards reading and strengthens the emotional ties between the child and parent’. All children learn differently, some can understand literacy easier than others whilst others show caution or difficulty in understanding. All children’s learning styles are different, as stated by an internet source called ‘time 4 learning.com’ These can be visual which in children this is the most common type of learning, being able to see what is asked of them makes it easier for them to understand. Auditory, reading and writing are also learning styles, as is kinaesthetic, this is where the child learns by doing, or a hands-on approach. Every child has a learning preference, what they prefer comes apparent as they start and continue their educational experience. Literacy is the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate, and compute, using printed and written materials with varying contexts as stated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (2018). Literacy is not just about reading and writing, it covers communication and language as well. Literacy is an important part of any child’s education, lacking in literacy skills can impact on a child’s development and learning during their educational journey. It will prohibit their ability to succeed in school, it will impact on many different aspects of their life, from job hunting to form filling. Being able to help someone to read and write is rewarding, so often the ability to read and write are taken for granted, by obtaining this skill at an early age will improve a child’s prospects. Literacy is critical in developing the child’s wellbeing as well as being part of a community. 
Over the years literacy has changed dramatically especially in the 21st century, literacy skills have increased by relying mostly on technology use, and the ability to be able to problem solve, collaborate, and present that information through the means of multimedia. As the use of technology becomes more readily available to all students of all ages, the concept of literacy is changing. At  Cardiff University, a study was carried out called the  Millennium Cohort Study, which  followed the lives of 19,000 children born in the UK in 2000-1.
[bookmark: _Hlk68618830]The study found that children in Wales who live in persistent poverty are twice as likely to score below average in vocabulary scores at age 5 as their better off peers, and that these patterns persist as children grow up according to Welsh Government (2017-18). Children living in poverty who had poor language skills at age 5 are much more likely to still be behind at age 11 than their better off peers, Closer (2015) In a paper published by David Egan in line with the Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2013), 1 in 4 children growing up in poverty in Wales leaves primary school unable to read well, this is when the reading ‘gap’ begins in early years. It also stated that the Welsh Government is committed to reducing poverty in children in Wales, including the gap between low-income families and their better off peers.  
Children who read well by the age of 11, do better at school, get better exam results and do better in the workplace. In the setting where the author is employed at, is a Special Educational Needs educational setting, the children are from the ages of 3-19 years. The governors and senior learning team along with teachers have put together a literacy policy for all the students within the school. It works in accordance with the Foundation Phase and the National Curriculum, it also provides a broad and balanced curriculum at a pace that is meaningful to our students. 
Another aspect of poor literacy within Wales is Dyslexia. In 2009 the Welsh Government established an external working group for children with specific learning difficulties, to undertake a study on how Welsh Government can support children with Dyslexia. The data that was collected was done in two phases. One was in the form of a questionnaire, which was sent out to 22 local authorities, and the other was in a semi structured interview which then gave the opportunity for people to discuss their views on children with dyslexia in Wales, and how they can be supported, this highlighted the need for support within Wales for children and adults with Dyslexia. The findings of the report were that most schools in Wales had put provision in place in the form of accredited teaching assistant who were trained in Dyslexia, to support the children within school. Funding was also provided by Welsh Government to schools to ensure that suitable and sufficient provision was available, both at school and at home is there was a need. 
Many theorists have contributed to literacy and developed their theories to help educational environments to understand, support and build up the confidence in the children that attend their establishments. For the purpose of this assignment the author will concentrate on Vygostky, Montessori and Cambourne, (Pound 2011) all of which have similar theories on how children learn, develop, and expand their social and cognitive skills, and also conditioning of learning. Social interaction with children along with the ‘doing’ part of learning, conditions the child to interact and vocalise in what they are undertaking, especially within a Special Educational Needs school, as this will encouraged and stimulate the learner at every level within school, so that all children can ‘be themselves’ and learn by play, doing, socialising. All these activities within school have form part of the conditioning of learning for use in later years of their education.   Vygostsly, Cambourne and Montessori theories are interlinked with each other, during the storytelling all three theorists were apparent by the children reaction and social interaction. In the authors working environment it is paramount that everything that is done during the school day whether it be literacy, numeracy play or story time, is always kept in mind of how interlinking the above theorist models will keep stimulating the children to succeed in everything that they undertake. 
In conclusion, motivation is the key element in the foundations of learning. All children must feel comfortable with the task that they are undertaking, whether it be reading or writing, so by reassuring, building trust between teacher and pupil, encouraging, and understanding their needs, will enable them to develop the skills that they need in future. We all have a duty to ensure that the future of literacy amongst our children is at the forefront of all our minds. Whilst doing my research for this assignment, I was shocked to read that number of children in poverty in Wales, and the affect it has on their education, if society can prevent further poverty within Wales, then that will help to ensure that our children which is the future generation, will be able to gain as much advantage as they can whilst in education. The Literacy and Numeracy Framework was set up in Wales to equip all schools and teaching staff with the tools and support they need to enable their learners to achieve, so by not letting our children fail, be conscious of how our children learn, how they interact and socialise, will improve, and hopefully prevent the detrimental effect that poverty has on our future generation. 
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