Who is Michelangelo?
Born Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni in the castle of caprese in Tuscany on the 6th of April 1475, Michelangelo was born into a noble and distinguished family of counts of Canossa. Michelangelo is a celebrated and very talented painter, sculptor, architect, engineer and poet of high renaissance. Michelangelo was fascinated with painting from an early age much to the annoyance of his father who, did not encourage his son’s passion in any form. Michelangelo’s mother became ill and died when he was a young boy and as a result, was cared for by his nanny and her stonecutter husband, it was there that Michelangelo gained his love for marble and art.  Over time his father realising that it was fruitless to set Michelangelo’s mind in any other direction, and with the advice from friends was urged to place Michelangelo under Domencio Ghirlandaio who already had numerous pupils at his school and was himself the most esteemed painter in Florence and the most celebrated in Italy.
Early Works
‘Madonna of the stairs’ was the first work of Michelangelo, the one that he preserved, but it is thought that it was not his first attempt at carving. The Madonna filled the entire field that extended from the top to the bottom edge of the thin marble block. This sort of full maximum extension within its boundaries was the trademark of Michelangelo’s art, especially sculptures. Another one of Michelangelo’s early sculptures the ‘Battle of the Centaurs’ shows us another dominant theme of Michelangelo’s art – the nude male.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  R. Duppa, The Life And Literary Works Of Michel Angelo Buonarroti, (John Murray1806).] 

David
Michelangelo imagined and created a hero, the epitome of Greek and Roman art, mastering the ancient ideal of a man nude in action, both physically and mentally. The ‘David’ sculpture excels all other examples. Like only a few other great monuments the ‘David’ is a symbol of culture, it oddly stands for an entire era even as we recognise it as the stunning achievement of one extraordinary individual. Attempting to capture it in words ‘Giorgio Vasari wrote’, “without any doubt this figure has put in the shade every other statue, ancient or modern, Greek or Roman”. 
The Creation of Adam
Michelangelo was a master anatomist. He dissected corpses numerous times and developed an intense understanding of the human anatomy. From 1508-1512, Michelangelo painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome. His Sistine Chapel murals are considered one of the most monumental achievements of Renaissance art. In 1511, Michelangelo started the final stages of the Sistine Chapel project and painted 4 murals along the longest part of the apex in the vault, which then completed a series of 9 central panels portraying scenes from the Book of Genesis. It is reported that Michelangelo hid an image of the brain in the first segment of the last 4 panels namely ‘The Creation Of Adam’.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  W.E. Wallace, Michelangelo: The Artist, The Man And His Times, (Cambridge University Press 2011).
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