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A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers


                         Word Count: DRAFT 1688

This essay critically compares and contrasts two JSTOR papers: Cooper, Glen M. 'Galen and Astrology: A Mésalliance?'. Early Science and Medicine 16, no. 2 (2011): 120-146, and French, Roger. 'Foretelling the Future: Arabic Astrology and English Medicine in the Late Twelfth Century.' Isis 87, no. 3 (1996): 453-480. It examines how the papers approach the topic of medical astrology, considering the focuses of each article, the sources the authors use to explain the work and impact of their subject and how the context of their topics influences their arguments. Then, it will examine the conclusions they draw by identifying some themes common in both of the works. To begin, this essay provides information about the subject matter, the authors, and the publications in which their work appeared. 

This essay's primary objective is to illustrate how each authors' research explores the manner in which their respective subjects endeavored to incorporate empirical study into medical astrology. This infusion of empirical study aimed to enhance the efficacy of astrology as a prognosticative tool while also expanding its practical applications. The common thread running through the articles pertains to the roles played by the two subjects, Galen and Roger of Hereford, who, despite belonging to vastly different eras, advanced the field of medical astrology. They both shared a commitment to leveraging empirical observation to refine their craft, subsequently contributing to the advancement of judicial astrology. Each made a noteworthy contribution to the evolution of astrology, transitioning it from a natural philosophy to a more practical tool with medical purposes.



Both the articles by Cooper and French center on individuals who, in their respective eras, made significant contributions to the field of astrology for medical applications. Although they lived in vastly different time periods and approached their work with varying access to primary documents, this essay examines how both Galen, the Greek philosopher and physician of the second century, and Roger of Hereford, a late twelfth-century astrologer, based their work on Aristotle's natural philosophy, laying the foundation for what would later be known as natural astrology. This essay will also explore how each of the articles author delves into how their subjects initiated their work by relying on empirical observations and emphasized this technique to improve the accuracy and quality of their work. Finally, the essay addresses that a common thread among these historical figures is their shared professional goal of enhancing their ability to serve as prognosticators.

Professor Glen Cooper, an academic and researcher specializing in ancient Greek and Arabic medicine and astronomy at Brigham Young University, the first journal article examined in this essay. He explores the role, if any, that astrology played in the work of the second-century philosopher and physician, Galen. Cooper's approach involves employing paleographical methods to study ancient manuscripts in their original Greek, Arabic, and Latin.

Roger French, a late British historian and professor at Cambridge, conducted research on ancient natural histories, Greek influence, and the history of medicine in Britain. His article, also examined in this essay, centers on Roger of Hereford, a twelfth-century English astrologer who was among the first to use newly available ancient texts to enhance his understanding of medical practices. They share as their themes, advancement in empirical observation as a tool that each of these individuals used to influence what became known as astrological medicine.

These articles were published in academic journals that delve into common topics related to science, medicine, and technology from a historical perspective. Cooper's exploration of Galen's promotion of empirical observation to improve medical prognostication is featured in Early Science and Medicine (EMS), a journal with a focus on the "history of pre-modern science, medicine, and technology characterized by the identification and discussion of historical problems." French's essay is published in the journal Isis, which not only covers topics similar to EMS but also delves into the "cultural influences" 
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on these disciplines. French's article, in particular, discusses not only the technical interpretation of newly discovered charts but also how the society and culture in which he worked were open to incorporating new astrology theories.

While a millennium separates the central figures that each of the two articles examine, Galen a second-century CE physician, and medical writer and astrologist, Roger of Hereford who lived in the late twelfth-century, these two subjects share the distinction of being seminal figures in the advancement of what became known as medical astrology. 

Each of these figures in their own era, drew from common works of Manilius, who developed the concept of humanity being a microcosm withing a larger heavenly macrocosm, became a justification for astrology. From there, Ptolemy and Aristotle applied mathematic qualities to explain the connections not just between the heavens and earth, but between celestial movement and the body. This cosmology of the interconnectedness of heaven and earth would shape understanding of how the world and all in it functioned, not just in his time but going forward until the seventeenth century.


Both subjects of these two articles share a common theme in their pursuit of medical knowledge rooted in Aristotle's principles of natural philosophy. Aristotle expanded upon the mathematical principles laid out by Plato to construct a comprehensive understanding of the world. " Galen elevated the theory of the four humors to prominence, demonstrating in his Commentary on Hippocrates' The Nature of Man that it formed the foundation of Hippocrates' writings.
 Galen's principles, influenced by Aristotle and Ptolemy, left an indelible mark on the textbooks of Arabic astrologers.”
 In turn, their advancements would eventually find their way to Europe, where as French illustrates in his essay, they would influence the Englishman, Roger of Hereford, to build on the practice of astrological medicine. 



Aristotle's contributions extended further, as he crafted a cosmological framework that harnessed mathematics to explain the universe. He established a system in which the celestial movements influenced terrestrial life. Aristotle's cosmology represented a coherent system of causation, a concept embraced by those pursuing medicine who saw the human body as a microcosm of the broader universe. Consequently, understanding the movements of celestial bodies, including the sun, moon, and stars, held valuable insights for medical practitioners. This understanding ultimately evolved into what we now recognize as Medical astrology, all stemming from Aristotle's natural astrology.

Galen and Roger each focused their work on enhancing and refining the use of empirical evidence. For Galen he used the framework to apply it to medical diagnosis. the differentiation of using empirical evidence to further develop their work.  The newly available Arabic works introduced formulas and added a new dimension to mere observation. It had implications such as the calendar as well on medical prognostication. “he (Galen) emphasized repeatedly that his ability to predict the future was based on radical procedures, not prophecy.” 
 “astrology is not organic to Galen’s scientific method at all, but had been tacked on merely for rhetorical purposes.”
 “Galen text originates from the fact that he employs, indiscriminately, techniques from at least two disparate astrological sub-disciplines, i.e. natural and judicial astrology.”
  – not an accurate description – Though one could argue against the term “disparate” in that they all 
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have the same root. He was working at a time when the work was developing from natural to the early judicial astrology that was applied at the individual level. 

Both subjects of these studies aimed to establish themselves as the authoritative sources of technically precise and dependable prognostication. As Canon aptly points out, the ability to foresee the future was the ultimate objective. Yet, the pursuit of this goal was rooted in practical and pragmatic reasoning - acquiring this knowledge could help practitioners refine their skills and set themselves apart. As Cannon notes, scholars in the "Latin West" were captivated by the idea that astrology held the potential for profound wisdom, along with political and personal advantages. Roger, for one, was particularly drawn to this aspect, as he sought the power to predict the future.


In Roger's intellectual milieu, where Aristotle was primarily recognized as a logician and accounts of the physical world were predominantly Platonic, the early connection between medicine and astrology made the judicial form of the latter, as exemplified in Roger's writings, valuable to doctors. Abu Ma'shar argued that the link between celestial cause and mundane effect could be developed into a rational doctrine conducive to prediction. Additionally, he emphasized the significance of practical experience in honing prognostication skills. The medical practitioner, according to French, was in a particularly advantageous position for this role as a prognosticator since both astrologers and doctors relied on reason and practical experience to enhance their abilities.
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