
Digital skills and research methods


Topic: impact of virtual learning experience/environment on students of the uwtsd.










Group 12 - Term 2                          
Module: BMS4003_LON
Category: CertHE(London)
Lecturer’s name: Modak Koushik
Student’s name: Kabir Hossain Hawlader
Student’s ID: 1917236

Content table

Page
1. Introduction                                                             3

2. Rational                                                                  3

3. Objective                                                                3

4. Literature review                                                     3

5. Methodology                                                           4

6. Population and sample size                                    4

7. Data and data collection process                           4

8. Ethics in data collection                                          5

9. Findings, analysis and Discussions                        5

10. Conclusion                                                       5

11. Reference                                                        6

12. Appendix                                                          6




Df
ff
f

Introduction

As the number of technological advancements grow in the world day by day, digitalisation has been increasing as well, one of which is digitalisation of education, this led to the creation of VLEs. Top Hat states that it is a platform that gives students and teachers the possibility to get a digital enhanced learning, supposedly mimicking and meaning to replace physical, using some interaction such as questionnaires and video communication.

Rational

However, some people have the mindset that VLEs are a bad thing. This report was made to either prove this set mindset or to prove that VLEs have a positive impact on student learning. This is only on uwtsd students and does not prove anything when talking about anyone outside this faculty. 

Objective

The objective of our research is to find the answer and the inside views of the impacts on VLE using students and afterwards, to find the better and proper solution on this context. 

Literature Review

A literature review* is a comprehensive summary of previous research on the topic. They can be from scholarly articles, books and etcetera. 

The first article** from the university of Cummbria describes the impact of VLEs on student learning. It gained 248 valid survey monkeys made up of 3 questions, 38% of the 10.5 minutes worth of student cohort passing by. With 75.8% having no problem accessing moodle and 20.6% not being able to, 3.6% not even trying moodle. 43.2% said they rarely used moodle and 35.9% used moodle to a large extent. They suggested that, when comparing old statistics, VLEs had a positive impact on student learning, and that sex has nothing to do with learning capabilities online. Another article*** from the EFL classroom describes the impacts of VLEs on their own classroom, they had a population of 210 students from seven IECs and participated, taking courses and looking at the results at the end, they then concluded that after some days of getting a habit of using the vle increase their envy of using it again. Most of them agree that the digital version of learning is superior or preferable than the traditional textbook method.

Methodology

According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, “methodology” is the analysis of procedures of questions in a particular field.

Qualitative research method collects data that can be looked into in depth, by focusing on the quality of the response received, while quantitative research methods collect raw data that is mainly numerical in nature, not having a real significance as the purpose of these answers is to figure out the quantity of answers received. In this research I have used both because the nature of our research demands it.

Population sample and sample size

Merriam-Webster says that “population is a body of individuals having a common quality”. Because of the pandemic, and limited resources, we could only use our classroom as the sample of the population of the school, a sample being a piece of the population that best represents the population.

Data and data collection process

Data is described by Merriam-Webster to be digital information that can be transmitted or processed. Primary data is data that you collect yourself, going out collecting it by your own person or group though this might prove to be expensive, and secondary data is data that was already collected by another group or company, but will use it for your research, data like this have to be paid for, and you may not find the exact type of data you want to find. In this research, I have used both data types, as it suits best for the field.

I have used questionnaires, containing a series of 8 questions. Some questions being closed ended to allow numerical values, or  simple yes or no answers for quantitative data, focussing on the number of people that have a generally same collective thought process. Others have open-ended questions, as to let the participant give a more in depth answer, giving us more insight of the situation and a better idea of what the individual’s view is. Questions used were within privacy boundaries, not asking anything heavily personal or useless, to keep the questionnaire ethical as it were. The population of this research will only be uwtsd students, as previously stated.

I have also done some secondary data research to further legitimise claims done in this report, specifically using VLEs and not any kind of other virtual environment such as virtual workspaces, as population mindset should generally stay the same.

Ethics in data collection

Ethics in data collection is needed as it is illegal to force someone to be a part of something they did not expect, or did not want. For example, in data sources such as questionnaires, you cannot ask very promiscuous or dangerous questions, such as asking their sexuality.

Findings, Analysis and Discussions

I had given out 19 questionnaires, each consisting of 8 questions concerning the VLE, and all of them have been answered. For the question asking if they had any previous experience with virtual learning environments, 89.5 % said they did have previous experience while the other 10.5% said they did not, can be visualized in the annex////, figure 1. For the question asking of the magnitude of the VLE’s, the majority answered that the impact was only average, 42.1% to be exact, 36.8 saying it did quite improve their learning, for more information, refer to figure 2. About the satisfaction of the VLE, 42.1% of people were indifferent, 36.8% were satisfied, the other 15 .7% were not satisfied, with another person thinking that the VLE is extremely satisfying, more visualization on figure 4. It was shown.

For the open-ended questions, at the sixth question, when asked the question of what was their greatest challenge when using VLEs, most answered that it was internet connectivity. A few others had stated that there was a “large gap” of understanding and communication between learner and teacher, signifying that there is a lack of comprehension by either the tutor or the student. For the eighth question, when asked how to make possibly improve VLEs, most answered by making presentations more attractive and enjoyable, as to make learning easier and much simpler to understand, suggesting it is more of the teacher’s 

Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be seen from responses that it seems that VLEs do quite a mediocre impact on student learning, with most people already knowing how to use VLEs, or atleast used it already in the past. It was shown that though VLEs did impact their learning in a good way, they did not think of it being a substantial increase in their learning.
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Appendix 1 - Questionnaire
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Appendix 2 - Question 4 of survey data graph[image: ]


Appendix 3 - Question 5 of survey data graph
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Appendix 4 - Question 7 of survey data graph
[image: ]
Appendix 5 -  Question 1 of survey data graph
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In class exercise: Ques Appendix 5 - Questionnaire

Student name: Kabir Hossain Hawlader
Student ID: 1917236
Module name: Digital Skills and Research Methods Term2 Group: 12

Question 1: Do you have any previous experience / knowledge about Virtual Learning
B Experience (or Moodle).
[Yes / No]

Question 2: How much does the Virtual Learning Experience or Moodle help your
study?
[1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10]

Question 3: Do you often follow your VLE or Moodle?
[Yes / No]

Question 4: How much VLE or Moodle help you for your study?
[1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10]

- Question 5: How much do you enjoy the VLE or Moodle of UNTSD?
[1-2-3-4-5] (Not atall enjoy-Do not enjoy- Not boring neither enjoying-Enjoy-
Very much enjoy)
Question 6: What kind of challenges do you face in the Virtual Learning Environment?

e

Question 7: How satisfied are you with your VLE or Moodle? ‘Student name: Kabi Hossain Hawlader
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