QUESTION 4
ECO TOURISM

Offering market linked long-term solutions, ecotourism provides effective economic incentives for conserving and enhancing bio-cultural diversity and helps protect the natural and cultural heritage of our beautiful planet. 

By increasing the local capacity building and employment opportunities,  ecotourism is an effective vehicle for empowering local communities around the world to fight against poverty and to achieve a sustainable development.

With an emphasis on enriching personal experiences and environmental awareness through interpretation, ecotourism promotes greater understanding and appreciation for nature, culture and the local society.

The Definition:
Ecotourism is now defined as “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education” (TIES, 2015). Education is meant to be inclusive of both staff and guests.

Principles of Ecotourism:
Ecotourism is about uniting conversation, communities, and sustainable travel. This means that those who implement, participate in and market ecotourism activities should adopt the following principles;

· Minimise physical, social, behavioral and psychological impacts.
· Build environmental and cultural awareness and respect.
· Provide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts.
· Provide direct financial benefits for conservation.
· Generate financial benefits for hitch local people and private industry.
· Deliver memorable and interpretative experiences to visitors that help raise sensitivity to host countries political, environmental, and social climates.
· Design, construct and operate low-impact facilities.
· Recognise the rights and spiritual beliefs of the Indigenous People in your community and work in partnership with them to create a sense of empowerment.

              The difference between Ecotourism and Sustainable tourism:

Ecotourism; 
Industry consensus agrees ecotourism is more focused if ecological conservation and educating travelers on local environments and natural surroundings, whereas sustainable tourism focuses on travel that has minimal impact on the environment and local communities. 
Ecotourism is a form of tourism, or category of vacation similar to beach, adventure or health, while the concept of sustainability can be applied to all types of tourism.

As established by The International Ecotourism Society (TIES) in 1990, ecotourism is “Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being of locals”. Another widely cited definition of ecotourism is “purposeful travel to natural areas to understand the cultural and natural history of the environment; taking care not to alter the integrity of the ecosystem, producing economic opportunities that make the conservation of natural resources beneficial to local people”.

Sustainable tourism; 
GSTC is a global initiative dedicated to promoting sustainable tourism practices around the world. GSTC and it’s global members of UN agencies, global travel companies, hotels, tourism boards and tour operators follow the Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria. The 23 criteria focuses on best practices to sustain natural and cultural resources, maximise social and economic benefits for the local community, and to minimise negative impacts to the environment.

Currently, there is no internationally accredited body charges with overseeing the standards, monitoring and assessment, or certification for the ecotourism or sustainable tourism industries. Without an established standard it is easy to be confused by organisations that greenwash services and offerings as “environmentally friendly”. Others argue that ecotourism is an oxymoron, as travel implicitly entails activities that are detrimental to the environment. Planes, trains, and automobiles use harmful fossil fuels that emit carbon dioxide, and forestland is often cleared for roads and railways.

Case study of ecotourism in Bali Indonesia :
Ecotourism is expected to protect the nature of tourists areas as well as to improve the living standards of local people.
While ecotourism has been actively promoted around the world Indonesia has been particularly keen on developing ecotourism, naming the year 2002 their national ecotourism year. Indonesia is known for its rich biodiversity and cultural diversity.the country promotes 
Ecotourism with high hope that ecotourism will provide alternative ways to use such diversity sustainably and economically, and to improve the living standards of Indonesia ‘s people.
In spite of the high expectations for ecotourism in Indonesia, however it is doubtful that it has been promoted in accordance with the true concept of ecotourism or that it has brought results in line with those expectations.for example former Indonesian Ministers of culture and tourism stated that Indonesia should regard ecotourism as a long term tragedy has also commented in an interview with journalists at a Jakarta newspaper that ecotourism can appeal to tourists with such activities as diving, cruising, surfing and fishing. These tourism activities cannot be considered ecotourism,  whose  purpose is to conserve nature, thus it is easy to see that ecotourism in Indonesia has not been promoted properly.

 Bali which is one of the most famous international tourist destinations. Ecotourism is promoted with the expectations that it will help and preserve biodiversity in Indonesia. Additionally, in the province of Bali ecotourism is expected to be a tourism activity that is free from the harmful of mass tourism on Balinese society.
Indonesia has faced many environmental problems, especially those that have occurred in Bali due to the expansion of mass tourism activities. 
According to Anak Agung Gde Raka Dalem Ecotourism started to become an important concept in Indonesia in 1995 in order strengthen the Indonesian ecotourism movement. Three goals for ecotourism were agreed upon in a workshop on ecotourism that took place in Bali in 1996.
They increase awareness about the need for the conservation of nature in Indonesia to develop the quality of environmental education and to provide economic benefits to local people who are involved in ecotourism activities.
It is often said that Indonesia is a high potential area for the development of a strong ecotourism industry. For example,Ricardo manurung points out that Indonesia has approximately 120 site that could be used for ecotourism activities. This is due to the rich biodiversity Indonesia possesses, as well as the fact that many kind of endemic spices can be found there.even though Indonesia occupies only 1.32 percent of the world total area.the nation’s biodiversity accounts for at least percent of the world’s plant species ,12 percent of its mammals, 16 percent of its reptiles and amphibians,17 percent of its birds 25 percent of its fish and 15 percent of its insect species.

Ecotourism is expected to be used in bio diverse areas as useful way to protect nature economically, helping local people protect their natural environment by promoting environmental education for the both local and tourist. In addition that Indonesia has a very rich culture with about 490 ethnic groups. Thus ecotourism is thought to bring alternative job opportunities to local people by appealing to their standards. Furthermore ecotourism also expected to become a way to lead local people to an awareness of this importance of nature by providing environmental education. Taking advantage of this characteristics and the geographical characteristics of Indonesia the country has actively promoted ecotourism.

Ecotourism is expected to help Indonesia comprehensively resolves environmental problem and protect its biodiversity. The promotion of ecotourism has become particularly popular in Bali these days, as in other regions in Indonesia, however according to anak agung Gde Raka DAlem, ecotourism development in. Bali had already started in the 1980s. In order to understand why ecotourism is needed in Bali, it is necessary to examine the historically bad influence that mass tourism has had on Bali.

The soeharto regime (1966-1998),which began emphaszing the importance of economic development, lunched its 1st five year plan in 1969.
Bali was specifically designed as the most important international tourism destination in Indonesia due to its unique culture, and the Balinese government developed the tourism industry as a core economic growth strategy by advertising the appealing Balinese culture. 
While only 11,278 foreign tourists visited Bali in 1969 when Ngurah Rai airport was constructed, the number of visitors increased as tourism development expanded with 120,084 visitors in 1979.

Such tourism development has caused Bali to experience a variety of social changes though the number of tourists to Bali increased, job creation for the Balinese was not necessarily encouraged.

Sustainability 
The goal of sustainable tourism is to contribute to the local economy while maintaining the quality of the environment for the long term. It must be adopted with ethical and social values.more over the number of visitors to a given destination needs to be controlled in order for sustainability to succeed.tourism activity and nature conservation must be undertaken by local residents.ecotourism as promoted by the United Nations is regarded as a type of sustainable tourism.since the origin of the word ecotourism is ambiguous and it has historically been confused with nature tourism, concept such as impact on local and sustainability were not originally included in the concept of ecotourism according to fennel, ideas such as conversation, education and benefit for local residents.
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