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PRESENTATION

PANEL DISCUSSION: THEO 
My groups' panel discussion was about Theo, the ten-month-old second child of Ms Taylor and Mr Walker, who died from multiple injuries in 2024 while under their care, despite both he and his older sister Ruby already being subject to care proceedings because professionals believed they were at significant risk of harm. When police responded, they found the home in an unsanitary state, smelled cannabis, and discovered blood on Theo’s bedding, prompting them to remove Ruby and initiate a criminal investigation. Given the severity of the incident, the local safeguarding children partnership commissioned an independent reviewer to conduct a comprehensive child safeguarding practice review. The review covers professional involvement dating back to Ms Taylor’s pregnancy with Ruby, drawing on individual agency reports, discussions with practitioners and managers, contributions from Ruby’s carers, and interviews with the parents (who are now imprisoned). Its purpose is to understand how practice unfolded and to identify systemic issues to prevent similar tragedies, rather than assign blame. The safeguarding partnership acknowledges the delay in publishing the report due to the parents’ criminal trial and family court proceedings, and extends gratitude to the family and professionals who participated despite their personal distress.
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