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Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?

My touring experience as whole has been one filled with self-discovery with regards to recalling things about my past and childhood that I had forgotten and learning new techniques to approach devising theatre and performing in general.
Before we began the rehearsal process we were given a few preparatory tasks, so we were ready to dive right into the creative process. We were made to bring in a specific object to our sessions. I decided to bring in my Stone-Cold Steve Austin wrestling figure because some of my happiest memories as a child were playing with my brother, and this ended up being a vital part of my journey in the piece, with my main story primarily being about the relationship me and my brother have. Another task we were given was to think of our earliest memory and the most vivid one I could remember was the day I found out my Grandmother passed away, I found it difficult to talk about this in front of my peers because I don’t open up in that way to many people because I like to uphold the front that I have created, but I felt relieved after sharing this memory because everyone was mindful of the fact it was such a hard memory for me to share. I didn’t end up sharing this memory in the performance which I was happy about because I feel we needed light and shade throughout the piece and it was good that we had a variety of joy and hardships throughout. There were other people in the class whose hardships were pivotal to the story they wanted to tell, and those memories have sculpted them into the people they are today. We also had to write questions for 5-7-year olds and for us to answer. We used verbatim to construct the text in our piece and the way we did this was recording the question and answers we prepared before starting the process. This was a new way of devising that I’ve experienced before, and I found it very effective. It allowed us to present our stories as authentically as possible because they were our memories, presented exactly how we would say it. ‘Over the past two decades verbatim theatre has come to occupy a central place on the British stage, and is seen as one of the most incisive forms of political theatre. It has moved from the fringes to the mainstream, with some of the highest profile theatres staging verbatim plays.’ (Dramaonlinelibrary.com, 2017) I feel touring the piece was very interesting with the fact that even though we mainly performed it in Primary schools there were a lot of different nuances that made each show different. In the first school a lot of the children seemed shocked when Ryan brought up the fact he wanted a beautiful husband, that could be to do with the background the children have and maybe homosexuality isn’t something they’ve learned or talked about. Although, in the final school when Ryan said the line, there were a lot of children smiling and nodding and showing support in all different forms which says to me that maybe some of those children have some knowledge about homosexuality. ‘Homosexuality has become increasingly visible in our culture, moving from acceptance and normalization to celebration and promotion. This is happening in every area of life, from education to entertainment, from the media to the marketplace, and from cities and counties to courts and churches.’ (Focus On The Family, 2014) I feel the performance we did in the college and in front of our other peers were the most effective performances, because they understood where we were coming from and it might have made them reminisce about their childhood. I feel our piece was more suited towards an older audience rather than kids because an older audience understand that childhood is so precious, whereas a child wouldn’t really think much into it. 
At the beginning of the process we were asked what would we like to gain from this project, and I feel I have gained a lot from this project. I’ve learned about verbatim theatre and how it is an effective tool in getting an authentic truth from the performers and the piece of theatre. I’ve also learned a lot about how valuable our memories are in shaping who we are today.
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