Freedom of Assembly and Association
Freedom of assembly implies the possibility of any person to gather in order to deliver ideas and messages to the state and the whole society, peacefully without any impediment.
Freedom of association consists in the possibility recognized by a person to form a group with other people to achieve a goal without the state having any involvement to stop them. 
Is true that Human Rights Act 1988 protects the right to freedom of assembly and association, however, this right is not absolute because the public authorities sometimes can limit it as long as the limitation is for national security, to prevent disorder and crime, and to protect rights of other.
The case of (Laporte v Chief constable of Gloucestershire, [2006] ) showed that 120 protesters were going to protest against the Iraq war at Royal Air Base in Gloucestershire. On the way, they were stopped by the police and searched. The police seized some items, however, they decided that is no reason to arrest anyone. Even so, the police forced the coaches to turn back to London and stop the group from attending the protest. The protesters returned to London and took the case to the court saying that the police breached their right to freedom of assembly and association. The court agreed to them and they won the case.
Public authorities should take measures to promote the right to freedom of assembly and association. People who work in public bodies should ensure that this right is protected and treated fairly.  
One example of public authority is the police. They must protect people if their life is in danger. If they do not act to protect them they may breach Article 2 which is the right to life. The right to life means that public authorities have a duty not to end a person’s life. 
Let’s think of a case of someone’s child who is in a hospital because he is suffering from severe depression and has attempted suicide in the past, which means he is at high risk of attempting suicide again. The parents are worried that the hospital staff is not doing enough to protect the child. In this case, the hospital may have the obligation to protect the child’s life under article 2. If they fail and the child dies, it may be considered a breach of his right to life.
Now, let’s get back to the right to freedom of assembly and association.
The Public Order Act 1986 provides police with powers to manage protests which can cause disorder. The police powers require individuals to notify the police before they are planning a protest. If the police have a serious public concern they are allowed to prohibit a protest march. During a protest, the police can impose conditions if they suspect unlawful behaviour or serious disruption.
These powers were implemented in Mary’s case. After she informed the police about the protest, the police replied to Mary that they will be there if necessary and they notified Mary that if somebody during the protest will cause disruption will be arrested. The day of the protest came and after two hours Mary was informed by a police officer that the protest needed to come to an end because there were too many people at the protest and some of them are causing disruption. Here we can talk a little bit about Anti-social behaviour more precisely about the dispersal power where the police can direct people they suspect having anti-social behaviour to leave a specific area. Mary and the others refused to leave and in the end, she was handcuffed.
The right to protest is legal and is protected under the European Convention of Human Rights. Of course that this applies only if the protests are peaceful. Mary was the one who disobeyed the orders given by the police officer who asked her nicely to stop the protest and leave. The Public Order Act 1986 outlined that ‘More generally, the police have the power to impose conditions or restriction on a protest to prevent serious public disorder, serious damage to property, serious disruption to the life of the community or to prevent intimidations of others. In these situations, the police may take reasonable steps, including arrest, to prevent or stop a breach of the peace’.
In conclusion in this situation, the police officer acted correctly. Even if Mary did not cause disruption, she is responsible for organizing this protest, and more than that, she urged people to come to the protest through social media.
When Mary was arrested she had the right to remain silent. The police officer should have told her why is she arrested and taken to the police station. Nothing can happen if she refuses to give a statement at the police station because any statement can be used against her. She must have a solicitor and if she can not afford one, the state must provide her a solicitor free of charge. Normally, the police should not interview her without the presence of a legal representative. The police must inform her how long she will be detained. 
In this case, the police breached their police power because they should have told Mary that she is under arrest and the reason why she was arrested, and tell what rights does she have when she was handcuffed, not after she arrived at the police station. Also, the police acted wrong when they said that Mary needs to arrange a solicitor herself when she was asking for a duty solicitor. This is incorrect because the police had to notify Mary about her right to free legal advice after she was detained and before she was questioned at the police station if she can not afford a private solicitor. As a detainee, she can ask for the police station’s duty solicitor which is available 24 hours a day and independent of the police.
In England and Wales, the police station duty solicitor scheme allows a person who is arrested to consult with a solicitor. Duty solicitors provide legal advice, assistance, and representation to those who need help. This scheme runs by the Legal Aid Agency so people do not have to pay for a duty solicitor who represents them at the Magistrates ‘Court.
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