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Sustainability carries various associated meanings. It has been defined as the capacity to satisfy the current needs of generations. It can do it without endangering the capacity of subsequent generations to satisfy their own. To establish a balance, it promotes planet-wide wellness. It also promotes vibrant communities. It takes into account the economy, society, and the environment. This essay will explore the core of Accor's commitment to environmentally friendly hospitality and travel operations. It will look at the ideas behind their projects. It will also cover the difficulties of Accor. It will describe the circular economy and CSR. It will also analyze creative fixes for Accor's problems and practices. It will provide an image of a major player in hospitality actively influencing more environmentally. It will also describe the friendly travel industry through concrete instances and data-driven insights.
Circular Economy
A circular economy is a production and consumption pattern. It seeks to extend the life of materials and goods. It reduces wastage and environmental destruction. This is a significant departure from the linear economy of today (Rocio, Jaime, and Cinta, 2023). The resources are extracted. The goods are produced, consumed, and then discarded as trash. Instead of being thrown away after just a few months, goods are made to be robust. It can be flexible and simple to update. Reusing, recycling, or repurposing commodities keeps them in the loop. It is opposed to extracting them from the start (Rodrigues, Eusébio and Breda, 2022). This can include things like platforms for product sharing or rental. It is a closed-loop disposal technology and refillable packaging. The natural environment doesn't use and waste resources. It seeks to refill and repair them. This can include using biomaterials, renewable energy resources, and organic farming. It decreases in greenhouse gas emissions. Pollution and diminishing resources are achieved by reducing the extraction of resources. It helps in waste generation. Employment and economic activity are produced by circularity (Santos-Roldán et al., 2020). It opens up business prospects in sectors like recycling, refurbishing, and repair. A circular economy has the potential to strengthen communities. It can promote fair resource allocation. The circular economy has so many potentials. It emphasizes closed-loop systems and local resources. The shift to a circular business model has many potential advantages (Taylor & Francis, n.d.). It works for the economy, society, and surroundings despite limitations. People may collectively foster an eventuality. It is more ecologically sound. This develops a business's dedication to innovation and sustainability. 
How does this circular economy fit into CSR
A rising trend is the combination of corporate social responsibility and the circular economy. Day by day, more businesses realize the advantages of this strategy. People can anticipate seeing even more creative partnerships and solutions. It develops as understanding and technology grow. It paves the way for a more accountable and environmentally friendly future. Together, companies, decision-makers, and citizens can harness the potential of sustainability. Also, it can build a society with a green economy (Haski-Leventhal, 2018). Its commodities are used wisely. Waste is reduced by it. Additionally, it helps communities to prosper. The principles of circular economics and CSR have the potential to significantly improve society and the environment. It can minimize the effect on the environment. It is prioritized with both strategies. Resources are depleted, and trash is produced as little as possible in a circular economy (Inkson and Minnaert, 2018). In contrast, CSR frequently incorporates environmental objectives. For example, cutting carbon emissions, saving water, and preserving biodiversity are the main objectives. It helps in regional procurement as well as recycling projects. A circular economy may strengthen neighbourhoods. Also, it generates fresh employment opportunities. This is in line with CSR's emphasis on growth in society. It develops community involvement and reasonable employment practices. The circular economy encourages innovation and utilization of resources. They lower costs and create new business opportunities (Palacios-Florencio et al., 2021). This is in line with CSR's commitment to moral business conduct. It sustains financial success and stakeholder involvement. It designs products with the circular economy in mind. It can increase their longevity. It also utilizes fewer materials and makes recycling easier.
Accor's CSR policy and evaluation of it
Tourism is a powerful force behind both economic expansion and cross-cultural interaction. So, travellers must also balance protecting the environment with promoting beneficial social effects (Edgell, 2020). Tourism companies must now embrace their social responsibilities. So they can operate ethically. They need to protect the biological and cultural assets. They need to improve the welfare of the communities. Organizations in the travel sector can gain a lot from implementing an effective corporate social responsibility plan. And they need to keep it in practice. Those practices are better consumer loyalty, stronger brand recognition, and improved operational effectiveness (Edgell, 2020). It can guarantee responsibility. Also, it involves participants in the decision-making process. More significantly, corporate social responsibility in the hospitality industry is ensured. The environment and the welfare of local communities will be preserved for future generations by it (Cooper, 2020). They set the way for an increasingly sustainable and accountable future for the sector. Environmentally friendly methods must be used to decrease waste production. They need to conserve biodiversity. Additionally, they need to lessen the use of resources. Hotels can incorporate energy-saving lighting and equipment, water conservation programs, and conscientious disposal methods. They can add renewable energy sources, such as solar panels. It can help reduce dependency on fossil fuels even more. Another pillar of tourism-related CSR is the development of solid collaborations with neighbourhoods (Edgell, 2020). This entails obtaining goods and services locally and hiring and educating locals. It also helps in honouring cultural traditions. Responsible tourism education increases passengers' knowledge. It influences their possible influence and promotes responsible behaviour. Promoting local traditional events and projects cultivates mutual respect between people (Cooper, 2020). There are equitable advantages for communities involved in tourism operations. These are guaranteed by fair trade practices. Hospitality CSR includes ethical economic activities as well.
Leading international hotel company Accor has received praise for its dedication toward corporate social responsibility. They collaborated with the work collectively for the kids' campaign. WATCH actively works to prevent the sexual misconduct of kids. It is one especially noteworthy project (Environment and CSR, 2019). Accor is dedicated to providing its staff with equitable hours and wages. Companies approved the basic pay organization. All employees are guaranteed to receive a minimum of the Living wage. It is determined by considering local costs of living. Conservation of the environment is an essential part of corporate social responsibility in the tourism industry (Yu and Gao, 2023). Accor sources food and drinks from regional vendors. It is feasible to assist small companies and the community. So the local economy grows (Environment and CSR, 2019). Transportation's negative environmental effects are lessened because of it. Additionally, the preservation of biological systems and environments is a top priority for ethical tourist enterprises. Preserving the natural world for coming generations requires us to encourage protected areas. It implements environmentally friendly farming techniques and reduces contamination. Accor embraces visitors of every culture. It actively encourages equal opportunity in the staff. Accor places a high priority on the health and happiness of its staff members (Accor, 2019). It provides flexible work schedules, mental wellness campaigns, and customers for staff. Accor has lofty sustainability targets. Accor hopes to achieve a net-zero carbon footprint by 2050 (Environment and CSR, 2019). They are making investments in their preservation efforts and upgrading buildings to use less energy. It helps in purchasing sustainable, clean energy, including boilers and systems. 
 
Figure 1: Accor's CSR practices
Sources: Accor, 2019.
Evaluation and recommendation
Accor is dedicated to boosting recycling and decreasing trash production. Initiatives, include minimizing wastage, and decrease plans. They have worked for lodging establishments that have on-site solar power. They have implemented lodging establishments to gather and reuse rainwater. They encouraged the hotels to take an active role in WATCH (Environment and CSR, 2019). Its programs for reusing towels and linens. Also, responsible packaging techniques have been implemented in Accor. This helps in inclusiveness Advancement. In 2022, they reached their goal of having 50% of women within managerial roles. Still, there are a few places that may be used better (Accor, 2019). Accor may offer more thorough information on the status. It will result in individual programs. They can establish alliances with other hospitality-related companies and groups. It may hasten the achievement of common objectives related to social responsibility and sustainability. Accor should support more stringent social and ecological laws in the hotel sector. This will encourage improvements (Environment and CSR, 2019). It will go beyond their business practices. Hospitality enterprises may leave an advantage. It can endure impact by adopting values. It influences CSR along with ethical procedures. It turns them from being just tourists into active guardians of the places they operate in. Vital components include paying workers fairly and providing a safe workplace. They are open and honest with suppliers. They make responsible investments in the community's infrastructure. They support medium-sized companies in the tourist industry. So, it contributes to the growth and diversity of the regional economy. All things considered, Accor's WATCH CSR program is a thoughtful and audacious plan (Accor, 2019). It will lead by example in the hospitality sector. Accor's preemptive strategy encourages other travel-related businesses. It encourages giving kid protection a priority. It has a knock-on impact. So, it will make the travel sector more accountable. Accor can significantly contribute to a brighter and fairer future by carrying out its activities. They can increase transparency and work with others.
Industry examples of companies embodying the circular economy
Industry-wide traction is being gained by the circular economy concept. It maximizes the utilization of resources. Businesses are adopting cutting-edge methods to reduce waste and establish closed-loop processes. For example:
Fairmont Banff Springs supports environmentally conscious practices. Their "Green Key" initiative is centred on reducing waste, preserving water, energy effectiveness, and ethical sourcing (Fairmont.com, 2019). They use geothermal energy, provide charging stations with batteries in automobiles, and work with nearby farmers to provide fresh fruit.
There is a luxury hotel named Kempinski. This seaside resort welcomes with a circular economy philosophy. They use salt water for temperature control, comfort, heating, and recycling used goods for design (Kempinski, 2019). They compost leftovers for on-site gardening. Their dedication to regional sourcing promotes sustainable fishing methods. It brings attention to regional specialities.
There is a luxury property in the Maldives. Soneva Gili is surrounded by blue oceans. It promotes sustainable energy. It is powered by sunlight, wind energy, and freshwater (Soneva, 2019). The water is produced by desalinating seawater.  Build a bond regarding the fragile ecology. It supports initiatives for underwater management. It teaches visitors about the underwater world.
These are only a handful of the several businesses advancing circular economy principles in a variety of sectors. Industries may anticipate even more creativity and teamwork. It will help to develop a more resource-efficient and sustainable future. It will help consciousness and technology to grow (Yu and Gao, 2023). Moving toward a circular economy calls for teamwork. One can help create an increasingly sustainable economy by opting for products. It is made with durability and serviceability. They can promote businesses. It will uphold these values and cut back on personal spending and waste.
Tourism's future rests with competent protectors. It is not a temporary impression. Tourism can interlace environmental preservation into the fabric of visitor experiences. The hospitality industry is a major economic force. It can affect the environment, nearby towns, and traditions. It may be beneficial and detrimental. It is essential to understand such to advocate for sustainable tourist activities. There are concepts like sustainability tourism and sustainable economic concepts. These provide a revolutionary avenue. It will help in the adoption of closed-loop technologies, local cooperation, and energy conservation. Industries can design travel destinations carefully. It will complement nature rather than compete with it. This goal requires creativity but the benefits are enormous. There should be vibrant neighbourhoods, robust ecological systems, and a travel and tourism sector. Those will positively influence future generations. All together should set off on this round trip to a time. Then travel will only serve to further good.
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10% of lodging establishments have on-site solar power.


17% of lodging establishments gather and reuse rainfall.


99% of the hotels taking an active role WATCH.
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