Foundation Art and Design UWTSD 
Artist in Residence 2018

Purpose of Residency 

To develop the partnership between Swansea College of Art and Swansea Business School in order to explore opportunities for students and staff to collaborate and share expertise. 
Background 

Over the last five years, there has been recognition that a creative relationship between Swansea Art and Business Schools could bring mutual benefit and exciting opportunities for both students and staff.  Artwork from the Foundation Final Show has been displayed within the Business Campus, providing students with the valuable experience of exhibiting their work in public spaces. The affiliation that has grown between tutors of Foundation Art & Design and the Business School has laid the foundations for a strong collaborative partnership with the potential to evolve across the educational worlds of business and art.

Developments to Date
· March 2018 – June 2018 
In spring 2018, an Artist in Residence post was introduced as a pilot to explore areas for further collaboration between Swansea Foundation Art & Design Department and Swansea Business School. The artist was invited to use the Business School library as a creative space in which she could interact with business students during the making process. In addition, Foundation students visited the library to experience the space for drawing or quiet reflection, with an invitation to derive inspiration from the books and other library materials. 
[image: image1.png]


Outcomes from this exploratory period included drawings, paintings and kinetic art inspired by the physical context of the library. Conversations about the residency with a business student resulted in the sharing of artwork from earlier school days and the creation of a flower sculpture that brought colour and vibrancy to the working environment. Work was displayed throughout the making process so that students and visitors could observe the creation of art in a natural and unthreatening way. Several students and lecturers commented on their enjoyment of watching the artistic process and on their anticipation of future developments.  
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Drawings, collage and kinetic art 
by the Artist in Residence within a working library 
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· April 2018 – July 2018
Two Foundation students displayed their joint creative piece ‘Plastic Reef’ in the glass-fronted display area on the first floor of the Business Campus. This work of organic hanging forms drew attention to the plight of the oceans in our throwaway society. 
Exhibiting in this public space gave the students a learning opportunity through curating their pieces and receiving feedback within a ‘comments’ book. A visit from Michael Sheen, the acclaimed actor who has a keen interest in artistic ventures within the Swansea community, gave a further boost to the project.
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· June – September 2018
The Artist in Residence brought together a small number of Foundation alumni to form a Summer Residents Group to collaborate on a themed project. The topic chosen was The Elephant in the Room, giving scope for exploration in both a physical and metaphorical sense. Members of the group met informally to bring their own ‘take’ on the subject and pursued this through personal experimentation and group discussion. The group was subsequently invited to exhibit their final pieces in the newly refurbished Tapestri Cafeteria, which has recently been acquired by the University. 
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Exploratory work for ‘The Elephant in the Room’ in the Business School library
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· Summer Residents’ Exhibition 
The exhibition gave the Summer Residents an exciting opportunity to display their work and to gain valuable experience from installing and curating an exhibition within a busy café environment. The Foundation tutors advised the group on techniques for designing and hanging in the café space, ensuring all pieces were clearly and safely displayed. The tutors also arranged and advertised a formal launch of the show, with a Private View held at the commencement of the autumn term. Photographs on Facebook and Instagram gave further exposure and feedback on the group’s work.  
The Summer Residents venture was deemed a success in terms of the momentum it gave the residency programme, the artistic camaraderie that developed within the group and the creative outcomes that emerged. 
[image: image21.png]


[image: image22.png]



[image: image23.png]



[image: image24.png]



      Exhibition pieces for ‘The Elephant in the Room’
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· July 2018 

The Business School held a Faculty Feedback Day with a focus on innovative ideas within their departments. The Artist in Residence was invited to make a short presentation on the residency, outlining the opportunities that further collaboration between the Art and Business Schools could bring. 
Observing the worlds of business and art from local, national and global perspectives, the artist commented on the significant mutual benefits that the two disciplines could derive through collaboration. The seeds of design within successful industries are sown during the educational years of their leaders, with art and creativity being key influences, and those embarking on a career in art and design increasingly need business skills to ensure success. The geographical juxtaposition of the Art and Business colleges in Swansea makes them ideally situated to share expertise across their curricula and to work on collaborative ventures that encourage them to ‘think differently’.

Following the Faculty Feedback event, discussions were held between the Business and Art Schools on the potential for expertise to be shared through the introduction of business skills for artists and, conversely, the inclusion of creative sessions within the business curriculum. This ‘cross fertilisation’ of expertise could bring significant benefits for students, staff, the economy and local environment. 
· August 2018 

Work for the Foundation Final Show 2017-18 was selected for display in the refurbished restaurant area on the third floor of the Business School and installed by the tutors.  The clean white walls offer a perfect ‘gallery’ experience for artists and the regular renewal of artwork can provide business students and visitors with an interesting and inspiring creative environment. 
· October - November 2018 
Installations are underway across the Business Campus - in the glass-fronted display area on the first floor, within the long hanging space from fifth to third floors and on the walls of the two staircases rising from the lobby.  There is also potential to move The Elephant in the Room to the Business Campus when the Tapestri exhibition closes in early November.  
Work is progressing to map out the spaces on each floor of the Business Campus deemed suitable to display artwork. The potential to install work from other departments within the College of Art and Design could give those working and visiting the campus the opportunity to view a diverse range of artwork  - much as they would in a conventional art gallery. This would ensure that optimal use is made of the creative spaces within the Business School environment.  
Future Ideas 

· From January 2019 there could be a rolling programme of artwork within the Business campus, using smart and easy methods for installation. Work displayed in the final shows of Swansea Art and Design departments would make interesting and inspiring exhibitions.  
· Topics relevant to the world of business could provide interesting themes for art and design displays, offering opportunities for students to collaborate and explore their respective worlds. 

· The Business Campus building has physical areas that invite specific themes for artwork, e.g. the Prayer Room, Student Services and the fire escape stairwell.  
· Ultimately, an integrated module could be designed to incorporate both art and business skills, promoting the collaboration between the schools in a more formal way.  
 Jane Harrison
October 2018 
Foundation students experience working within the Business School environment	





Creativity of a business student….





‘Plastic Reef’ by Foundation students Georgina Bowles & Alyson Williams, with acknowledgement from Michael Sheen  











Artists’ statements for the Summer Residents group 








Exhibition pieces for ‘The Elephant in the Room’











