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This essay will be discussing and evaluating the collection and use of evidence in evidence-based policing. Starting with what is Evidence-based policing is and what it involves. Evidence-based policing (EBP) means ‘’using the best available evidence to inform and challenge policing practises and decisions.’’ College of Policing, (N.d.). By using available evidence to challenge current implemented strategies and create better alternatives, the police can improve the way they face future challenges and increase the probability of receiving positive results while policing. It is a modern-day approach to policing that emphasises the use of research, evidence, information gathering and collaboration with reliable outside agencies and partners in order to ‘‘help the police work better with partners and lead to a better understanding of costs and benefits of different approaches and inform decisions about where to invest resources.’’ College of policing, (2021). This essentially means that the police will attempt to collaborate more efficiently with other agencies and partners to guarantee their resources are not being wasted and applied in the most effective way possible to achieve the best results when resolving issues related to Evidence Based policing
The aim and goal of Evidence-based policing is to ‘’understand which tactics and strategies work most effectively when fighting crime while patrolling or carrying out investigations.’’ Centre for Evidence-Based crime Policy, (n.d.). The police employ a systematic collection and analysis of all the data they gather which they rely heavily on when using EBP in order to identify different patterns and trends within areas of concern or high crime rates. Some of this data includes but is not limited to arrests, witness reports as well as CCTV footage and the like. 

[bookmark: _Int_6tcwaft6]After gathering all the relevant data they require regarding a specific type of incident or group of incidents and analysing it, the police will begin to come up with different test methods and trials to see if they can implement any new strategies to combat the types of crimes they are trying to prevent such as drug distribution or burglaries in a certain area. The police may also utilise effective techniques such as Hot Spot policing which essentially ‘’allows the police to focus on small geographic areas or places where crime is concentrated and focus limited resources in these areas where crime is likely to occur.’’ CrimeSolutions, (n.d.).  These methods could involve increased police presents in areas facing these problems, more CCTV cameras, new government policies or increased community outreach programs to help gain a better bond with the residents of these communities facing problems and produce a solution together. Another key concept utilised by the police involves ‘’increased collaboration and support shared between both academics and partners in order to ensure the best possible evidence and data is used to inform police decisions.’’ ProtectUK, (2023).

 Evidence-based policing can be informed by various criminological theories which can often be used to help explain the causes of crime, criminal behaviour and the effectiveness of different policing methods and strategies that the police may produce. Some of the key Criminology theories which underpin Evidence-based policing include the Rational choice theory which is ‘'based on the theory that criminals have perfect information, perfect grasp of their objectives and the perfect ability to use that information to further their objectives.’’ Vlaeve,I. (2018). This definition can be implemented into policing terms, in which case the theory suggests that criminals engage in criminal behaviour after taking into consideration the potential benefits and consequences of their actions. Evidence-based policing uses this theory to ‘’create a systematic way to analyse the decisions and motivations of individuals and develop models and predictions about individual behaviour in a wide range of settings.’’ Newcastle University, (n.d.). This description in simpler terms basically means that by using the theory the police are able to gather useful data on how a possible offender will behave when they are presented with an opportunity to commit a crime. Another popular criminological theory underpinning EBP’s use is the Routine activity theory, which according to New South Wales, (2014). ‘’crime occurs when three elements converge, these three elements are, a suitable target, a motivated offender and the absence of capable guardians.’' These three elements form a framework for the police work with by identifying and addressing the different factors that may contribute to a crime taking place such as lack of a guardian or countermeasure like heavier security or police presence around the  location where there is a high chance of crime occurring, or it could be as simple as how motivated and desperate the offender is to commit their criminal act, whether it’s for monetary gain or pleasure.  

The next criminological theory is called Hot spot policing which is ‘’a strategy employed by the police to focus police resources on small geographic areas with high concentrations of crime.’’ College of policing, (2022). Evidence-based policing uses all the data and information they gather to ‘’conduct a thorough and detailed problem specific analysis to develop a response to address the conditions contributing to incidents occurring at the hot spot.’’ Centre for problem-Oriented policing, (n.d.). This means that once the police gather enough information to discover what the main cause of crime is in a hot spot they can integrate the appropriate measures in that area to prevent those issues from occurring, such as increasing police presence or CCTV presence.

 A theory known as the Deterrence theory states that ‘’policies that increase the likelihood of being caught deter crime more effectively than those that increase punishment.’’ Minnesota House of Representatives, (2019). Evidence-based policing can utilise this theory by developing effective policing methods to increase the perception of risk involved when attempting to commit that type of crime and this would hopefully deter criminals from thinking of engaging in those types of activities.

 A popular theory that could underpin the use of Evidence-based policing is the social disorganisation theory, ‘'this theory suggest that crime is more likely to occur and be active In areas with weak social institutions and that are more exposed to outside criminal elements with less help and resources being provide by law enforcement and government agencies to help resolve the matter.’'(M.Bond,2015). This essentially means that areas with less support from institutions such as the police are less protected from those that engage in criminal behaviour and can be exploited for that reason by criminals

  A similar criminological theory that has yet to be mentioned but could work well in tandem with the social disorganisation theory is the Broken window theory ‘'which suggests that visible signs of disorder of criminal activity such as litter, graffiti, vandalism or physical disorder could contribute to attracting even more criminal elements and even encourage others to commit crime themselves.’’ (Columbia Law school,2015). This description in simpler terms means that obvious signs of crime in an area can serve as a way to encourage criminal elements to continue this type of criminal behaviour In order to utilise this theory, Evidence-based policing could focus on the some of the root causes and problems associated with his theory such as how there needs to be a visible presence of some type of disorder or criminal activity already being committed, so in order to counter this the police could focus on preventing some of these minor offences and maintaining public spaces by co-ordinating with local councils and such. However, one issue that has been presented with this theory is that ‘’it opened the door for racial and class bias, especially in the form of stop and frisk.’’ Ruhl, (2023). 

The Evidence-based policing ‘’uses the results of scientifically rigourous evaluations of law-enforcement tactics and strategies to guide policing decisions.’’ Boultan,L. (2021).With the use of criminological methods like hot spot policing the police can identify key patterns, trends and hot spots that may require targeted interventions. Another method could involve the use of community surveys as they can provide information on public perceptions of crime, safety and police effectiveness. This data may serve as way to help the police identify key areas where the police may have to focus on building trust and relationships with the community. The final method the Police could make use of involves drawing information from other agencies such as social services to gain a better and broader understanding of crime and identify potential areas for collaboration and intervention.
By employing the use of all these mentioned data collection methods with evidence-based policing the police could develop a comprehensive understanding of all the different factors that influence crime and help them inform the implementation of new and effective policing strategies that could be used to combat the potentiality of criminal activity from occurring .When the police are analysing data to create data they may use a varying amount of techniques at their disposal, one of which is ‘’Pattern analysis, a technique which allows the analyst to identify the following things; emerging and current criminal trends hotspots of activity as well as common characteristics of offenders/offending behaviour.’’ College of policing,  (2013). Another technique that can be used by the police in order to help with the collection of data is ‘'Comparative case analysis which allows similar crimes to be identified as part of a series which are likely to have been committed by one or multiple offenders.’’ The similarities in these crimes could be a number of things such as the MO of the crime or the evidence left behind at the scene College of policing,  (2020). 
 By using these techniques, the police can follow all the emerging patterns and hotspots tied to crimes and use them to develop the necessary counter measures and keep the risk of these potential incidents from reoccurring in the future. Institions that keep track of all the evidence the police gather such as the College of policing may have several strengths such as their ability to store all data and analytical reports in a easy to access location making it easier for members of all policing agencies and partners to find and access any relevant information or data, that they need to help them better inform evidence-based policing decisions.Another useful thing about making use of an institution like the College of Policing to gain new data and research may also allow all information and data there to be updated regularly and keep it updated for easier access and use by policing agencies. The possible weakness of relying solely on an an institution like the Colleg of Policing has it’s own weakness however, which is that it may be limited in the number of data and research that they share due to them being restricted for policing agencies which could lead to gaps in knowledge without the guidance or updates from outside expertise.
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